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U.S. warns Israel, Palestinians 
against unilateral steps 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — The United States 
warned Israel and the Palestinians Monday that it will 
oppose attempts by both sides to take unilateral action 
to resolve disputes. The warning came after Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu said in occupied 
Jerusalem earlier that the interim peace accord he 
signed with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat on Friday 
did not place limits on expanding Jewish settlements. 
Arafat, fin: his part, said he had retained the right to 
declare Palestinian statehood. “As regards to the pos- 
sibility of unilateral declaration of statehood or other 
unilateral actions by cither party outside the negotiat- 
ing process ... the U.S. opposes and will oppose any 
such unilateral actions,” State Department spokesman 
James Rubin said 
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Netanyahu beats no-confidence 
motion, may face early elections 
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TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu got 
past the first of several polit- 
ical hurdles Monday aimed 
at challenging a new 

Mideast peace deal by win- 
ning _ a no- confidence 
motion in parliament. 

But the threat of early 
elections loomed after legis- 
lators decided to present a 
bill to parliament calling for 
a spring vote. 

Selling the new land-for- 
peace deal to hard-liners in 
bis coalition government has 
not been easy. A brutal 
killing of a Jewish sertler, 
apparently by Palestinians, 
in the West Bank city of 
Hebron Monday was likely 
to make the process even 
harden 

In a demonstration outside 
the premier's home later 
Monday, hundreds of right- 
wing Israelis carried torches 
and angry signs calling for 
Netanyahu's resignation. 


Many chanted “Bihi go 
b0! ?? e,,, am * "Bibi is a trai- 
tor," referring to the prime 
minister by his nickname. 
Sonic protesters scuttled 
with police and tried to 
break through a barrier. 
Police said 21 protesters 
were arrested. 

Still, lawmakers from the 
dovish Labour Party and its 
left-wing partners made 
good on a promise to back 
the premier in parliament, at 
least until the new accord 
signed Friday with Palestin- 
ian leader Yasser Arafat, is 
implemented. 

“We believe the prime 
minister should be removed 
from office and we believe 
in early elections ... but we 
will not trade our principles 
for political gain. For the 
sake of peace, we will not 
allow (Netanyahu) to fall.” 
said Labour lawmaker Eli 
Goldshntidi, explaining to 
parliament why his party did 
not vote against the premier 
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Palestinian, Israeli 
killed in West Bank 
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HEBRON (R) — An Israeli 
guard at a power plant was 
shot dead in the West Bank 
go , Monday and the body of a 
fttleaknan man was found 
hours later in what appeared 
to be a tit-for-tat killing. 

The incidents were likely 
to raise tensions and increase 
anger among Jewish settlers 
and Palestinian militants 
over the land-for-security 
peace deal Israel and the 
Palestinians signed at the 
White House on Friday. 

The Israeli army said the 
guard, identified as Danny 
Vargas, a 29-year-old father 
of two, had been shot at close 
range in his car by suspected 
Palestinian guerrillas and 
dumped on a quiet road in 
the divided West Bank city 
of Hebron. 

It said his assailants had 
stolen the car and fled to the 
Palestinian-controlled part of 
Hebron. Palestinian police 
later recovered the blood- 
stained vehicle and were 
examining it with their 
Israeli counterparts. 

"The murder is the seventh 
attack that occurred in the 
Hebron area in which the 
attackers carry out an attack 
and then flee to the Palestin- 


ian (National) Authority 
areas," Yitzhak Eitan, the 
Israel army . commander in 
the area, told Israel Radio. 

There was. no immediate 
claim of responsibility. 

Hours later, the body of a 
Palestinian man was found 
near the Jewish settlement of 
lurmar outside the West 
Bank town of Nablus. Israeli 
police said they had received 
an anonymous telephone 
alerting them to the corpse. 

Israeli television said the 
man may have worked at the 
settlement picking olives. 

Jewish settler leader 
Aharon Domb condemned 
the incident. 

‘To our regret a body (of a 
Palestinian ) was found in the 
area of the Itamar settlement. 
If our fears prove true, this 
murder must be condemned. 
This is not the way of the 
Jews," he said in a statement. 

Settler leaders have said 
the interim accord for the 
handover by Israel of anoth- 
er 13 per cent of the West 
Bank in return for concrete 
Palestinian security steps 
will put their lives in jeop- 
ardy. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Case of Faisaii-Qadissieh 
match to be decided by 
discipline committee 


„r.-r' r By Threq Ayyoub 

^ ' AMMAN — The Jordan 

Football Association on Mon- 
day failed to take a decision to 
rQfltfl, end the crisis char resulted from 
A 1 Faisall walkout from a 
match Sunday against A1 
-rhO D ^ Qadissieh to protest the cancel- 
a lation of their first goaL 

.. . jjsy ! ‘ A spokesman for the assori- 
■' ' ation, who asked not to be 
; L *.■»' named, said the sports body 
>■ \-v'. decided to refer the case, 
r where two referees were 

' ■:? allegedly beaten by fens and 
• * ; adimmstratots of AJ Faisah 
\\? ' eight minutes before the match 
; ended, to its discipline com- 

- rrritlw 

The association meeting. 
. ' which was chaired by Vice- 
. : President Saleh Irsheidat, also 

•>' decided to postpone Al 

- <-■ .r. '. Faisali's next match against Al 

- . ■/ Wihdat, scheduled' to t^ 

. • place on Friday, to the final 
; week of tte Premier Leagt^ 

"H* assodanon las 
reviewed foe protest by Al 


paisali and referred it 10 foe 
‘concerned committee.” the 
official lold foe Jordan Times 
after foe foree-hour meeting. 

“A dialogue will be initiated 
between foe association and 
ihe clubs to contain the crisis," 
he added. 

.Asked whether the associa- 
tion will punish AJ Faisali for 
iheir walkout and ‘‘mistrcat- 
ment" of referees, the official 
said: “Wc have our own regu- 
lations which will be imple- 
mented. The committee will 
study foe case and take foe 
decision in foe coming 48 
hours. 1 cannot predict wfaal is 
coin? io happen bui we shaU 
approve ihdr decision, the 
official added. 

During their match on Sun- 
day nidn, Al RusOi player 
proasiai a decision by referee 
Dinr Tamimi and &s Mas- 
on! Ma’amoun Alawneh lo 
„ le ihe match's only goal an 
offside. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Monday. 

The no-ctmfidence motion 
brought by the tiny extreme 
right-wing Mofedft Party 
failed to pass with eight 
votes for, 21 against and 15 
abstentions. A majority of 
the / 20 lawmakers, includ- 
ing Netanyahu, did not even 
show up lor the vote, which 
had almost no chance of 
passing. 

Labour's Knesset support 
is key to Netanyahu who 
faces growing opposition to 
the peace plan from within 
his own coalition govern- 
ment. But hardliners 
opposed 10 the West Bank 
withdrawal and opposition 
legislators hoping to bring 
down Netanyahu agreed 
Monday to join forces for 
early national elections. 

In a first step towards top- 
pling the Netanyahu govern- 
ment. the Knesset Law 
Committee voted to hold a 
first reading on a bill 10 dis- 
perse parliament and hold 


new cte cr k w within 100 
day's, suggesting the dale for 
the elections was March 16, 
after "the current peace 
accord is to be implemented. 

Committee C hairman 
Harem 'Pont said the first 
reading of the biti could be 
held within two weeks. A 
bill needs to be approv ed in 
three readings before it 
becomes law. 

The early elections bill 
will need to bo backed by 60 
of the 120 legislators. Sup- 
porters of the bill said they 
were confident they could 
pass foe legislation. 

Netanyahu had rejected 
the early election call only a 
few hours ahead of the vote 
but moved to appease right- 
wing opponents of foe land- 
for- peace deal by pledging 
to continue settlements in 
the occupied territories. 

"There will be no early 
elections because the oppo- 
nents of the agreement all 
know that no government 


could have obtained a better 
agreement,” he told public 
radio. 

right cannot allow 
itself 10 topple the govern- 
ment which is the best 
placed 10 defend Greaser 
Israel," he added. 

The hardline nationalist 
premier said there was noth- 
ing preventing Israel from 
building in Arab east 
Jerusalem or the West Bank. 

These agreements do not 
place any restrictions on 
construction in Jerusalem or 
the settlements in Judea anil 
Samaria," Netanyahu said, 
using the Israeli names for 
the West Bank (see story on 
page 12). 

Netanyahu also Monday 
summoned ministers from 
his Likud Party and repre- 
sentatives of the other par- 
ties in his coalition to try to 
rally the largest possible 
majority behind the Wye 
River accord. 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan on Monday confers with Yemeni Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Iryani in the presence of Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh (Petra photo) 

Regent stresses need to boosting 
Jordanian-Yemeni cooperation 


‘Southern Bell quits race 
to hold 40% equity in JTC’ 


By Ghadeer Taber 

AMMAN — Southern Bell 
Corporation, one of two 
companies vying for a 40' 
per cent equity stake in the 
Jordan Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation (JTC). 
has pulled out of the race, 
informed sources said 
Monday. 

According to the sources, 
foe American communica- 
tions company. Southern 
Bell, notified Merryll 
Lynch, the American firm 
acting as financial advisor 
to the controversial sale, 
that it was no longer inter- 
ested in submitting u final 
offer. 

The minister of post and 
telecommunications as well 
as other officials refused to 
comment on the pullout and 
what course of action the 
government would now 
take as a result. 

Southern Bell’s decision 


now leaves British Cable 
and Wireless as the sole 
comender for the stake 
unless the -gawmmenr 
detid&s to reissue the ten- 
der. But such a move, 
industry sources say. will 
further put into question foe 
country's privatisation pro- 
gramme, already maned by 
protracted political infight- 
ing about the merits and 
mechanism of selling state 
assets, especially to a strate- 
gic partner. 

“The government will 
now be comparing apples to 
nothing in the eyes of most 
Jordanians...it will be hard- 
er to sell foe idea to them 
even if we get a good deal," 
said one politician. "At the 
same time the government 
has to proceed with the sale 
if it gees foe right price from 
Cable and Wireless to sal- 
vage our international repu- 
tation," be said, adding that 
if the deal fails to go 


through, potential foreign 
investors may shy away 
from foe Kingdom. 

The. government last 
month asked foe two com- 
ptuties. which had already 
submitted their Indicative 
prices, to make their final 
offers by year end. 

Speculating on the rea- 
sons behind Southern Bell’s 
decision, industry sources 
cited the government's new 
terms to its original infor- 
mation memorandum cou- 
pled with a sluggish inter- 
national market. 

One of the memorandum 
changes calls' for a review 
of the executive board, 
which has a four to three 
representation in favour of 
foe strategic partner, when 
foe tdecommunication 
firm’s exclusivity period 
runs out in the year 2002. 


(Continued on page 12) 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
on Monday emphasised foe 
need tp strengthen coopera- 
tion between Yemen and 
Jordan and to coordinate 
the two countries' efforts to 
restore pan- Arab action and 
safeguard higher Arab 
interests. 

During a meeting with 
Yemeni Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Iiyani and 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh at Rnghadan 
Palace, the Regent also 
expressed Jordan’s keen- 
ness on promoting bilateral 
ties. 

Prince Hassan expressed 
his appreciation of the pos- 
itive spirit that marked foe 
meetings of the Jordanian- 
Yemeni Higher Joint Com- 
mittee which ended with 
foe conclusion of several 
agreements between foe 
two countries (see relevant 
story on page 3). 


Iryani conveyed a mes- 
sage to His Majesry King 
Hussein and Prince Hassan 
from Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh wishing foe 
King a speedy recovery 
and safe return home to 
resume his active role in 
Arab and Islamic affairs. 

Iryani stressed his coun- 
try's desire to advance links 
with Jordan in economic, 
trade, cultural and educa- 
tional fields, adding that 
foe higher committee's 
agreements will enhance 
bilateral ties. 

" At the talks, which were 
continued at a luncheon 
which the Regent hosted in 
honour of the Yemeni dele- 
gation, the two sides 
reviewed foe peace process 
and several regional and 
international issues of com- 
mon concern. 

Iryani expressed appreci- 
ation of Jordan's role in 
seeking to achieve a com- 
prehensive peace, and 


praised the King's efforts at 
Wye Plantation in the U.S. 
that culminated in foe sign- 
ing of the Ptilestinian- 
Israeli accord. 

Prince Hassan underlined 
the need for building a 
comprehensive peace in foe 
region based on respect of 
the rights of all panics and 
guaranteeing the restoration 
of all Arab rights. 

In reviewing inter-Arab 
relations. Prince Hassan 
called for reviving joint 
Arab action and building 
strong inter-Arab relations 
founded on clear principles, 
with each country respect- 
ing foe other’s own 
approach and stand within a 
framework that does not 
negatively affect relations 
among the Arab countries. 

Later foe Yemeni delega- 
tion left for home and were 
seen off at the airport by 
Tarawneh and government 
officials. 


Syria releases 2 Jordanians 
held on their way to Beirut 


Experts confirm nerve gas 
finding on Iraqi warheads 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
International arms experts con- 
firmed American teas showing 
Iraq had put foe deadly nerve 
gas VX into warheads before 
foe 1991 Gulf war, contrary io 
Baghdad's denials, a U.N. 
report said on Monday. 

At foe same time the report 
to the .Security Council said 
tests done in a French govern- 
ment laboratory may have 
round traces of foe same chem- 
ical. It also hinted (hat Iraq may 
have tried to decontaminate the 


samples between the first 
American tests and those con- 
ducted later in France and 
Switzerland. 

The report was submitted by 
17 scientists from seven coun- 
tries who analysed government 
laboratory findings from the 
United States, France and 
Switzerland on samples or 
swabs of Iraqi warhead frag- 
ments. 

Its conclusions signify that 
Baghdad probably had hidden 
information chi iLs ability lo put 


VX inio^ warheads and now has 
to account for its past pro- 
gramme so UJV. inspectors 
can determine whether all the 
dangerous arms were 
destroyed 

Iraq has admitted putting 
sarin, a gas that causes spasms, 
nausea and possible death, into 
warheads but has denied ii was 
able to use VX in weapons or 
load it &oairi missile warheads 
before the 1991 Gulf war 

(Continued on page 12) 


By Francesca Ciriad 
and Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — A case of two Jordanian engi- 
neers held for questioning in Syria on their way 
to Beirut on Sunday was yet another typical 
example of the kind of behaviour which Jordan 
disapproves, one official said Monday. 

"This is exactly what we object to: our citi- 
zens being questioned by the Syrian authorities 
and required to clear their records once (in 
Syria]," Information Minister Nasser Judeh 
told the Jordan Times in a telephone interview. 

Mousa Hantash, a prominent Islamist, and 
Riad Abu Hazim were reported on Sunday to 
have been arrested in Syria while en route to 
Beirut to attend a meeting of the Union of foe 
Arab Engineers along with another 130 Jor- 
danian participants. 

On Monday, one of the Jordanian partici- 
pants in the Beirut conference said Hantash and 
Abu Hazim were held at the Jordanian-Syrian 
border, escorted to Damascus, questioned for 
around four hours by Syrian intelligence, and 
then released. 

Another Jordanian engineer, Mohammad 
Juneidi, who tried to participate in (he meeting 


of the Union of the Arab Engineers opening 
yesterday, was denied entry to Syria and was 
forced to return. 

"We would rather accept this kind of behav- 
iour” Judeh said commenting on Juneidi 's 
case. 

Local and international reports on the alleged 
arrests risked to worsen a war of words trig- 
gered by a statement last month by Syrian 
Defence Minister Mustafa Tlass questioning 
Jordan's role in the 1973 Arab- Israeli war. 

The media and public opinion in the past few 
weeks stepped up a campaign for the release of 
hundreds of Jordanians held in Syrian jails 
without trial or who disappeared after passing 
through Syrian borders. 

The government has responded by saying 
that it was doing all possible to secure their 
release through constant diplomatic and politi- 
cal action. 

Hantash and Abu Hazim, however, will not 
be added to the official list recently made avail- 
able to the Jordan Tunes of 239 Jordanians 
missing after entering Syria and 190 detained 
in Syrian jails. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Mulki, Sharon inaugurate Adassiya diversion wall project 


By Ahmad Khatib 

ADASSIYA — Work on a 
long-awaited JD1.65 million 
joint Jordanian-lsraeli pro- 
ject to more effectively 
utilise 40 million cubic 
metres per year of foe 
Yarmouk River’s overflow 
began Monday at a ground- 
breaking ceremony near Jor- 
dan’s northwestern border 
with Israel. 

Minister of Water ancj 
Energy Hani Mulki and 
Israeli Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Ariel Sharon, who js 
in charge of the bilateral pro- 
jects portfolio, inaugurated 
construction work of a diver- 


sion wall on the Yarmouk 
River downstream of Adas- 
siya to replace sandbags, 
which have long been used 
as dams to divert the river’s 
. overflow' directly to the King 
Abdullah Canal. 

The two ministers cut a 
ribbon across a narrow iron 
bridge spanning the river, 
while a bulldozer on foe Jor- 
danian side of foe river, 
where the wall will be built, 
waited to move into action. 

"This project, which 
should have been stoned two 
years ago, is a teal message 
of peace that will support 
Jordan's rightful water share 
of foe Yarmouk River," 


Mulki told reporters during 
the ceremony which also 
marked four years of the two 
countries' peace treaty. 

Annex, Two of the treaty 
specifically mentioned foe 
Adassiya wall. 

"Jordan will continue 
regaining its basic, neces- 
sary and legitimate water 
rights that will ease water 
shortage problem.” Mulki 
added 

The minister said con- 
structing such a wall does 
not contradict partnership 
with Syria regarding the 
long-delayed JD283 millio n 
Wibdeh (Unity) Dam on the 
Yarmouk River. The dam. 


agreed in 1987, would have 
a storage capacity of 225 
million cubic metres. 

The 40-kilometre-long 
river, which provides Jordan 
with 135 million cubic 
metres of water per year, 
originates in Syria, flows 
along the Syrian-Jordanian 
border and then joins with 
foe Jordan River. 

Sharon said the project is a 
beginning of a series of 
plans that would be imple- 
mented together with Jor- 
dan, adding that he was 
“happy with it" because it is 
part of the peace treaty that 
"we believe in and support 
with our hearts.” 


“We want to strengthen 
peace with Jordan and work 
hard together for a better 
future," said Sharon. 

Israel would be able to 
divert 25 million cubic 
metres of Yarmouk’s water 
per year after constructing 
the wall. 

The project was designed 
and will be supervised and 
implemented by a Jordanian 
firm. It is funded by the Jor- 
danian government and will 
be ready in nine months. It 
will have equipment to mon- 
itor water quality. Several 
logistical impediments on 
the Israeli side bad caused 
the delay in implementing 


the project, some officials 
said. 

Water experts explained 
that the 3.5-metre-high wall 
will not increase water quan- 
tity, but will regulate a year- 
round inflow of water to the 
1 10- kilometre-long King 

Abdullah Canal. 

According 10 official Jor- 
danian figures, the country’s 
population, increasing by 
3.5 per cent annually, will 
need 1.2 billion cubic 
meters of water per year 
between 1998 and 2000. 
But the Kingdom's current 
water resources only reach 
to 960 million cubic metres 
a year. 





2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Tuesday/ October 27, 1998 


Algerian journalists union 
calls strike for press freedom 

Media action to join strikes by judges, teachers 


ALGIERS (AFP) — The 
.Algerian national journalists’ 
union called on reporters to go 
on strike Tuesday to defend 
freedom of expression amid an 
apparent government crack- 
down on the press and grow- 
ing social unrest, 

The journalists' action will 
join a three-day strike by mag- 
istrates which began Monday 
as well as ongoing strikes by 
university teachers and stu- 
dents. 

For the last 10 days seven 
national newspapers have sus- 
pended publication following 
an ultimatum delivered by the 
stare-owned p rintin g works to 
pay off debts or face a halt in 
printing. 

The 4S-hour Oct 14 ultima- 
tum targeting the outspoken 
dailies El Watan. Le Matin, La 
Tribune and Le Soird’AIgerie 
bought three other indepen- 
dents — Liberie, A1 Khabar 
and the Quotidien d'Oran — 
out in support 


Calling the strike, the SNJ 
union said the apparently com- 
mercial decision by the print- 
ing works had been politically 
motivated. 

It “undermines freedom of 
expression and the freedom of 
the press” and threatens the 
jobs of “dozens of employ- 
ees”. the SNJ said. 

Omar Belhouchet, the man- 
aging director of E) Watan, 
told the daily Le Jeune Lode- 
pendant on Monday that the 
decision by the printing works 
was “strictly political.” 

The authorities have denied 
.trying to muzzle the press, 
'claiming the payments dispute 
is simply a “commercial" one 
and that the government- 
owned printing firms are under 
“independent management” 
The ultimatum to the news- 
papers was interpreted widely 
as an attempt to curtail press 
freedom after attacks on Jus- 
tice Minister Mohammad 
Adami and also on a close aide 


of President Li amine ZerouaL 
his adviser Mohammad Bet- 
chine. 

The private press published 
accusations by magistrates 
who claimed the minister was 
putting pressure on them. They 
also revealed certain “excess- 
es'* in Adami 's private life. 

Tte revelations eventually 
brought about Adami 's resig- 
nation one week ago. 

Betchine was forced to 
resign 24 hours after Adami 
following a press campaign 
exposing his “wheeling and 
dealing" and “abuses of 
power' 

Dailies La Nouvelle and 
L’Authentique, which belongs 
to Betchine's family, did not 
go on sale on Oct IS in protest 
at die printing works ultimar 
turn. 

The press strike will add to 
growing sodal unrest in Alge- 
ria. 

Algerian magistrates went 
on a three-day strike Monday 


to protest against a press cam- 
paign which they say has 
“dragged judicial institutions 
through tire mud.” 

The president of the national 
union of magistrates said the 
movement was to denounce 
the “inexplicable silence on 
the part of the authorities” over 
newspaper articles accusing 
magistrates of “incompetence 
and partiality.” 

Universities have been paral- 
ysed fora week by a strike by 
teachers demanding higher 
pay and better lodgings. Stu- 
dents have joined the strike to 
obtain the reintegration of stu- 
dents excluded for having 
failed for three years or more 
to get adequate grades. In 
1996. teachers went on strike 
for three months. 

The teachers' strike followed 
stoppages in recent weeks at 
Air Algerie, the national airline 
which was paralysed for two 
weeks and in the steel inchistty. 


Iraq accuses Israel of ‘crocodile- operation 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Deadly pens and exploding cigprs? Ama- 
teur. Israeli spies — according to a popular Iraqi newspaper — are 
putting crocodile eggs in two lakes in northern Iraq. That ploy fol- 
lows the release of “large quantities” of cobra snakes near Iraqi 
forces in the north, said BabeL a daily newspaper owned by Udai 
Hussein, the Iraqi president's eldest son. Adrian Mufti, a repre- 
sentative of the Patti otic Union of Kurdistan, which controls the 
region around tire lakes of Dokan and Dartoncfi Khan, called the 
report “silly and stupid propaganda.” “How can one do that in 
lakes where- thousands of our people live and eat from their fish?' 
he said from Cairo, Egypt The newspaper did not elaborate on 
the goal of tire operation, and there was no immediate comment 
from Israeli officials. 


‘Turkey, Turk Cypriots 
plan joint exercises’ 



S. Arabia 
to expand 
cooperation 
with Pakistan 


‘Five Iraqi officers killed by rebels’ 


C AIRO ( AP) — At least five senior array officers were killed dur- 
ing fighting with Iraqi dissidents in southern Iraq this month, a key 
Iraqi opposition group said Monday. The Iraqi Communist Party, 
based in Kunfish-controDed northern Iraq, also reported wide- 
spread anti-government disturbances in the province of Nasiniya. . 
380 kilometres south of Baghdad. The reports could not be inde- 
pendently confirmed, and there was no immediate word from the 
Iraqi government on any fighting. 


Turkish forces kill 12 Kurds 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey 
is planning joint military 
manoeuvres with break- 
away Turkish northern 
Cyprus next month in 
response to Greek Cypriot 
exercises in the south. 
Anatolia news agency said 
on Monday. 

Greece and the interna- 
tionally recognised Greek 
Cypriot government com- 
pleted six-day war games, 
involving some 10,000 
Greek Cypriot reservists 
and conscripts, on the 
divided eastern Mediter- 
ranean island on Sunday. 

NTV news channel quot- 
ed a Turkish official as 
saying Ankara, which has 
kept some 30,000 troops in 
the north of the island 
since 1974. would deploy 


fighter planes briefly at a 
Turkish Cypriot air base 
for exercises. 

NATO allies Greece and 
Turkey have long been at 
odds over Cyprus, divided 
since 1974 when Turkey 
invaded the northern third 
of the island in response to 
a military coup backed by 
Athens. A Turkish Cypriot 
government in the north is 
recognised only by 
Ankara. 

Turkey sent fighter jets 
to north Cyprus last year 
after a visit by Greek war- 
planes to Paphos. 

Greece has a defence 
pact with the international- 
ly recognised Cyprus gov- 
ernment whose authority 
is in practice restricted to 
the south of the island. 


PIRATED EQUIPMENT DESTROYED IN DUBAI: Government officials in the 
Gulf Arab emirate of Dubai look on Monday as pirated video cassettes and equip- 
ment worth $21 million is destroyed. The counterfeit videos were seized over a 12- 
mouth period (Reuters photo) 


Sudan to pursue draft dodgers 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Suf- 
fering an apparent shortage 
of men to fight southern 
rebels, the Sudanese govern- 
ment began a campaign 
Monday to arrest thousands 
of men evading conscrip- 
tion. 

The campaign is the latest 
by the country’s Islamist 
government to force men to 
take part in what it calls 
national service to fight in 
the increasingly unpopular 


15-year civil war. 

“Employees who resigned 
their jobs [to evade conscrip- 
tion] or refused to receive 
notice to join the army will 
be arrested while they are at 
home.” Said Kama] Hassan 
AIL spokesman of the 
National Service Coordina- 
tion Committee. 

Evaders will face three; 
years imprisonment Ali was 
quoted as saying by the inde- 
pendent daily Alwan. 


All Sudanese men are 
required to undergo military 
training, and President Omar 
A1 Bashir announced in 
April that the government 
planned to recruit 655.000 
students for the army. 

The conscription system 
provoked a national outcry 
after at least 52 students 
. were killed on April 2 while 
trying to escape a military 
training camp before being 
sent to the front. 


LAHORE (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia on Monday agreed to 
give fresh impetus to its rela- 
tions with Pakistan by 
enhancing bilateral coopera- 
tion in various fields includ- 
ing trade, investment and 
joint ventures, officials said 
The oil rich kingdom's 
decision was conveyed by 
visiting Saudi Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz, 
who held wide-ranging talks 
with Rime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif lasting about two 
hours. 

During the talks, the two 
sides held detailed discus- 
sions (xi the regional and 
global situation, with particu- 
lar reference to the interests 
of the Muslim nation, they 
said 

The prince, who arrived 
has Sunday, ‘“reaffirmed 
support for Pakistan's princi- 
pled stand on Kashmir and its 
initiative to seek a just settle- 
ment” of the dispute with 
Tnrfia, officials said 
He also appreciated the 
efforts Pakistan was making 
to bring peace and stability in 
Afghanistan, they said 
The two leaders underlined 
that while entering the new 
millennium, Paldstan-Saodi 
relations constitute “a pillar 
of strength and die unity” of 
Muslim Worid 
Prince Abdullah, express- 
ing his “deep appreciation” 
for the warm welcome 
accorded to his delegation, 
said Saudi Arabia’s wide 
ranging relations with Pak- 
istan would gain “more depth 
and strength in the years to 
come,” they said 
He lauded the efforts 
undertaken by the people of 
Pakistan for speedy progress 
and prosperity. 

Sharif said the prince's visit 
bad a “special significance 
for Pakistan.” 

The two Muslim countries 
enjoy “eternal bonds of faith, 
fraternal relations,- similarity 
of views and commonalty of 
perceptions manifested in 
strong cooperative and mutu- 
ally beneficial ties ” he said 


DIYARBAKIR (R) — Turkish troops have killed 10 Kurdish 
guerrillas for die loss of two solders in die latest clashes in the 
southeast of the country, a security official said on Monday. The 
fighting foDows a tense Turirisb-Syrian row which ended last 
week with a deal banishing the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
leader Abdullah Ocalan and his guerrillas from Syria. The official 
said eight rebels and two soldiers were killed when PKK guerril- 
las ambushed troops m the mountains of Mardin province, close 
the Turkey’s border with Syria Two guerrillas were killed in a 
separate clash in Simak province on Sunday in a large ano-PKK 
campaign in the southeast, he said 


Sudan’s southern capital lives uneasily with civil war 


Istanbul mayor resigns from party 


ISTANBUL (R) — Istanbul’s popular Islamist mayor announced 
on Monday he had resigned from his Virtue Party ahead of serv- 
ing a jail sentence on charges of “inciting hatted" Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan was sentenced in April to 10 months prison for publicly 
reciting a poem seen by Turkey's secular establishment as encour- 
aging Islamist movements. He would be the first senior member 
of the movement to be jailed since prosecutors launched a legal 
onslaught on its leading figures after banning their Welfare Rany 
in January on accusations of threatening Turkey's secular consti- 
tution. 


JUBA (R) — Sudanese militiamen 
rearming from patrol around the 
southern city of Juba shout “Allahu 
Akbar” ( God is Great) as they climb 
down from their truck. 

Yet to many of Juba's largely Chris- 
tian population, doe fervour of the vol- 
unteers appears like an alien presence. 
Some talk of the soldiers from tire 
north as an ““occupying force.” 

Juba, the traditional capital of Chris- 
tian southern Sudan. is a garrison town 
of around 250,000 people — many of 
them refugees from years of fighting 
— and is in many ways a symbol of 
Sudan's fragmentation. 

The rebel Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army tSPLA) has never captured the 
city, set among gentle, fertile hills on 
the west bank of the Nile, though it has 


been the SPLA's ultimate military tar- 
get for 15 years. 

Government forces are firmly in 
control and uniformed soldiers are 
everywhere. 

But most are outsiders, Muslim vol- 
unteers with the Popular Defence 
Force (PDF), serving far from home. 

“We cannot surrender. We cannot 
give up our country” says Data Allah 
Hasab AI RasouL a northern member 
of parliament who has volunteered for 
the PDF. “Here we are ready to stand 
or fall together." 

Sudan's civil war is usually 
described as pitting the largely-Mus- 
lim. Arabised north against the black 
Christian or animisi south, and exacer- 
bated by a host of minor ethnic con- 
flicts. 


Khartoum prefers to talk of a strug- 
gle against foreign interference, and in 
Juba, (he army proudly displays two 
tanks it says belonged to the Ugandan 
army until last month. 

They were captured, it says, during 
an SFLA advance supported by a 
Ugandan infantry brigade and Eritre- 
an tank crews. 

Ultimately Khartoum accuses the 
United States of sponsoring a proxy 
war through Uganda and Eritrea 
aimed at destabilising the government. 

But in Juba itself there is little sense 
of a city united against foreign aggres- 
sors. 

Journalists — accompanied and 
directed at all times by northern Mus- 
lim soldiers — have little opportunity 
to talk to the local population. 


On a rare occasion when the soldiers 
are shaken off. a brief interview with a 
local church leader paints a different 
picture. „ 

“People are scared to speak freely,” 
said the elder, a black southerner. ‘It is 
not tense between Muslims and Chris- 
tians... It is poise between the occupy- 
ing force and Christians.” 

He said Christians were largely free 
to practise their faith but there were 
still threats and persecution. 

Three of his pastas working with 
the rural population were arrested in 
February and held for three months on 
suspicion of sympathising with the 
SPLA. 

He said others disappeared from the 
town. “It is happening to many people, 
even to the soldiers. Those who are 


thought to be opposed to the govern- 
ment are arrested and sometimes 
killed,” he said. 

The governor of Juba state, Henry 
Jad Zachariah, is a local M uslim con- 
vert from Christianity. “ ‘Christians in 
Juba have no problem with the north- 
ern government,” he said. *There is 
freedom to practise their faith while 
Islamic Sharia laws-, are not even 
applied here” 

But (he government clearly has a lot 
to do to capture the hearts and minds 
of the Christian population. 

“People are fed up with war; but 
they lean towards die rebels,” the 
church leader said "Some of them 
even think it is better the town is cap- 
tured” 
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DEPASTURES 


Vt- V. 


PRAYER TIMES 


<W 26 Fajr 

05:43 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:19 Dhuhr 

14:27 — “Asr 

16:57 Maghreb 

18:13 — “Isha 


CHURCHES 


4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/46248 1 1. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865897 

German-speaking EvangeBcal 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangefical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 581 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
SaBe College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Amuntiaticu 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
464613S 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fiehTeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The EngBich - T jang na g p 

Cathofic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangefical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian CalhoGc 
Church TeL 4771331 
The American Orthodox 
Church Tel 4775261 


Moderate weather conditions will 
prevail with temperatures around 
average, clouds appearing at dif- 
ferent alrimdes, and winds west- 
erly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 


AJ Salam pharmacy — 4636730 
Shmefeani pharmacy ..4637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy -.4623672 


1RBID: 

Dc Mohammad AI Staff <02)710058$ 
AI Quds pharmacy 1 — ) 


Amman 

Aqaha 

..-.15/26 


IV?Q 

Jordan Valiev — . 

.. 19/33 

Yesterday's high 

temperatures: 

Amman 25. Aqaba 29 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 28 percenL 

Aqaba 60 percent. 


Hallowing are the highest temper- 
atures expected today in the fol- 

lowing areas: 
Afloun 

r> 


UmQays 

_ 26 

Madaba 

V 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Hafiz SalfiL (09 )914144 

Khafifeh pharmacy .(09) 985417 


Abdah TeL Repairs 

Jordan Television 

Radio 

4774111 

Water Authority 

J. Electricity Authority 

Electric Power Co 

RJ Flight Information... 
Queen Alia lmL Airport . 


.25661 101 
.-4773111 
Jordan 


Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986731 

AI Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


—.5680100 

-5815615 

-...4636381 

...44-53200 

—44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


Petra — 
Dead Sea 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


Sl Mar?' of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh, TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Deport- 
ment of Meteorology 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc M ohamma d Shuqair — 4652693 

Dc NidalAIAs’ad -4751672 

Dr. Aixhd Rahim Mustafa-4744685 

Dr. IssamAsnar_ 4890504 

AI Asema pharmacy -.4637055 


Food Control Cen- 
tre 4637111 

Civil Defence Deportment 
-5661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

-4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency-..-. 1 99 
Rescue Police 192, 4621111. 
4637777 

Fire Brigade 4 617101 

Blood Bank .4775121 

Highway Police. .5343402 

Traffic Police 4896390 

Public Security DepL._..4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints, .5661 176 

Water* Sewerage Gmpfainis 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

47S7I11 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance i 121 

Overseas Calls .0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 
-4623101 


AMMAN: 

Tbe Arab Centre for Hean and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli 3666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre. -5S56856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity 4644281/6 

Altileh Maternity 4642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. — 4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 560707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669131 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital — 5353444 
Al-Muasber Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-AhU, Abdali 56641 64A5 

ltaliarcAl-Muhajjeen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. .4775111/26 

Army, Marka 489161 1/15 

Queen Alia H«pitaU56Q2240/50 

AmaJ Hospital-—. 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zatqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zatqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 


IRB1D: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Roman Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

' (02)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831, 

(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital (02)7103100 


07:15 .Sanaa (RJ) 

07:25 Aqaba I add) (RJ) 

07 JO Damascus (RJ) 

09-215 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 Muscat Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

17i30 . — London, Frankfurt iRJ) 
17:30 Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 
22:10 —Jarboh (Tunisia) (add) (RJ) 
23:10 — — Beirut (RJ) 


AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital (03)3)40(11 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian [RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other fights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700 ) i Information tvi 
Royal Wings flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4375201-5 


Other Flights 

22=30 Aden (IY) 

14:35 .Istanbul (TK) 

18:00 — Dubai Damascus (EK) 

1&40 , .Beirut (ME) 

18:45 Kiev (6U) 

19:05 Paris (AF) 

20-25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20-.40 .Cano (MS) 

22:25 --London. Damascus (BA) 
23:35 — — --Amsterdam (KL) 

23^5 JLamaca(CY) 

WfcSi — Bucharest (RO) 

02:00 — . Rome (AZ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FfigJMs 

05:00 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

08125 -Amsaadam. New Yak (RJ) 

lfcSO -Berlin. Brussels (RJ) 

11:05 —..Vienna, Frankfurt 
(RJ) 

1U30 — — Geneva, Paris (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:30 Cairo (RJ) 

1*20 ._ Madrid (RJ) 

14:00 Jarfaah (Tunisia) (add) (RJ) ' 

Uh35 Beirut (RJ) 

2030 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:00 -Abu Dhabi Dubai (RD 1 
23:55 Damascus (RJ) 1 


Royal Wings (KW> Flights 


Other Fli ghts 

07:10 

13*J0 

15:35 

19HJ0 

19v40 

Km 

21:10 

21:40 

0035 


.Frankfim(LH) 

— Istanbul (TK) 

Dubai (EK) 

KevflRJ) 

Beirut (ME) 

— Tel Aviv (LY) 

Cairo (MS) 

-.-Amsterdam (KL) 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
0550 Dbahran (RJ) 


Mk30 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(KW) 

ll:15_Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

l&OO-Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

19^20 Td Aviv ("arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) 

23:25 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 


0155 Bucharest (BO) 


03:00 Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (KW) Flights 
0&00 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (KW) 

0950-Aqaba (from Marka Aff- 
port) (RW) 

17:30 Tel Aviv (from Marka Air- 
portHRW) 

2fc30 -Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW) 
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Jordan Times, Tuesday, October 27,1998 . 





Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh and his Yemeni counterpart, Abdul Karim Iryani, address the press following the 
conclusion of the Higher Jor danian -Yemeni Joint Committee meeting in Amman (Photo by Hatem All) 

Higher Jordan ian-Yemeni 
committee concludes meeting 

14 agreements on bilateral cooperation signed 


Police detain 
suspected 
murderer of 
year’s 17th 
‘honour* 
victim 

By Rana Hussein! 

AMMAN — Police are 
holding a 29-year-old man 
who on Sunday allegedly 
shot and killed his married 
sister for suspected 
“immoral behaviour," 
according to an official 
so.urce. 

The source told the Jor- 
dan Times that the 36-year- 
old victim, identified only 
us J.K., was shot several 
times in the Salalem neigh- 
bourhood of Salt by her 
brother A.K., who “surren- 
dered to police shortly after 
the incident claiming it was 
a crime of honour.” 

“The victim’s husband 
was in the West Bank, and 
her brother heard that she 
was having immoral rela- 
tionships and killed her," 
the source told the Jordan 
Times on Monday. 

Police contacted by the 
Jordan Times yesterday 
evening confirmed that a 
woman was killed in 
Salalem but refused further 
comment. 

The victim was die 17th 
woman reportedly killed in 
the Kingdom this year in 
the “name of honour." 

Last year, 25 women 
were reportedly killed in 
Jordan by men for the same 
reasons. 

Two-year-old still critical 
following attack 

Meanwhile, a two-year- 
old girl admitted to hospital 
last Tuesday after her 
throat was allegedly 
slashed by her father is still 
in critical conditionr offi- 
cials said.-' ! 

The source said police 
arrested the child's 66- 
year-old father, who report- 
edly confessed to authori- 
ties that he attempted to kill 
his daughter while she was 
sleeping “because he want- 
ed to take revenge on his 
third wife following a quar- 
rel." 

“The child is still being 
treated at the intensive care 
unit at AJ Bashir Hospital, 
but it is not clear yet if she 
will survive,” the source 
told the Jordan Times on 
Monday. 

The victim was discov- 
ered by her older sister, 
who rushed her to the hos- 
pital. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Higher Jordanian- Yemeni 
Joint Committee, co-chaired 
by P rime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh and his Yemeni 
counterpan Abdul Karim 
Iryani, Monday concluded 
its two-day discussions on 
bilateral cooperation in sev- 
eral fields. 

At the conclusion of the 
meeting, the two sides 
issued a joint statement giv- 
ing details of the talks and 
outlining future steps to 
enhance bilateral ties. 

The statementnoted that in 
' the political field, the two 
'sides expressed satisfaction 
with the present level of 
cooperation and coordina- 
tion and signed a number of 
agreements and protocols. 

The statement said the two 
countries hold similar views 
on common Arab issues and 
support moves to improve 
inter-Arab relations, includ- 
ing the Arab League's 
endeavours. 

On the peace process, Jor- 
dan and Yemen expressed 
their support for efforts to 
implement U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions 242 
and 338 on the basis of 
exchanging land for peace 
and for the recent Pales tin- 
ian-Israeli accord signed in 
Washington last week as 


well as for the Palestinian 
National Authority in its 
drive to regain legitimate 
Palestinian rights. 

Two sides welcomed the 
recent accord reached by 
Syria and Turkey that 
defused a crisis over alleged 
support to Kurdish rebels. 
They expressed concern 
over the continued suffering 
of the Iraqi people and called 
on the world community to 
take steps toward ending 
Iraq’s ordeal. The two sides 
welcomed the U.N. secre- 
’ tary general's' efforts to have 
the sanctions on Libya lifted 
and appealed to Ethiopia and 
Eritrea to end their dispute 
peacefully. 

In trade and investment, 
Jordan and Yemen called for 
promoting the two coun- 
tries’ private sectors and 
agreed to implement a 1995 
trade agreement and to sign 
a memorandum of under- 
standing for the creation of a 
free trade zone within six 
months. 

Jordan and Yemen said 
they will implement a proto- 
col on technical cooperation 
which they said would open 
the way for investment pro- 
jects in the two countries. 

Jordan and Yemen said 
■they will enact a protocol 
concluded by their chambers 


of industry and trade, 
exchange statistical, specifi- 
cations and standards exper- 
tise, and train Yemeni per- 
sonnel at the Royal Scientif- 
ic Society. 

The two sides signed an 
agreement to prevent dual 
taxation and to implement a 
memorandum of under- 
standing between the cus- 
toms departments of the two 
countries. 

In the field of energy and 
water, the two sides 
expressed full support for 
the implementation of a 
memorandum of under- 
standing concluded on Ocl 
18 on exchanging expertise 
in electricity and mineral 
resources. They also agreed 
that Jordan will train Yemeni 
personnel in energy-related 

affair s. 

In agriculture, the two 
sides agreed to renew an 
agreement signed in 1995, 
exchange agricultural prod- 
ucts in accordance with an 
agreed timetable and begin 
cooperation between the Jor- 
danian and Yemeni organisa- 
tions in charge of promoting 
and marketing the sale of 
agricultural products. 

In transport, the two sides 
agreed on steps to promote 
maritime, air and land trans- 
port. The two countries 


agreed to prepare an execu- 
tive programme for imple- 
menting a land and maritime 
agreement, offer facilities in 
ports for exchanged goods 
and retain the present agree- 
ment on air transport Jordan 
offered to conduct mainte- 
nance on Yemeni aircraft 
and train airline personnel. 

The two sides agreed on 
exchanging expertise in post 
and telecommunications, 
providing health and med- 
ical treatment for Yemeni 
patients in Jordanian hospi- 
tals and registering pharma- 
ceutical products.’ 

The two sides signed pro- 
tocols on cooperation in the 
fields of vocational training, 
judicial affairs, sports and 
youth, culture, tourism, 
information and civil ser- 
vice. 

In all, Jordan and Yemen 
signed 14 agreements and 
memoranda of understand- 
ing. 

The Yemeni delegation 
was received by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, and 
conveyed a message from 
Yemeni President All Abdul- 
lah Saleh. 

The Yemeni prime minis- 
ter later visited Sahab Indus- 
trial Estate and inspected a 
□umber of businesses. 


Alleged teenage 
murderer retracts 
confessions in court 

Mohammad, who is an 57, his sisters Karrmah, 25, 
engineer and was one of the Mirvat, 17, Wafa, 9,- and 
victims in the mass murder, Insaf, 27, her 30-year-old - 
Qashash said, husband, Jamal Turk, and ; 

“X brought my gun and their two children, Halah, 
tried to stop them, but they 2, and Zaid, 3, as well -as 
overpowered me and took his brothers Moha mmad , . 
the gun from me. Then they 30, and Mustafa, 17. 
gave me water to drink, and . Qashash’s school friend 
1 lost consciousness,” he Ata Sbaalan ^ - was also 
added. killed. 

During that time, he According to the prosecu- 
ma in tam ed, “I recall seeing don charge sheet, the sus- 
them shooting at my fami- pect allegedly hired the vic- 
ly, and that was die last tuns one after the other to 
thing I remember.” the basement of tile fami- 

The following day, he Iy's house, shot each of 
said, he woke up and found them while they had their 
his family all dead, took his backs to him, then piled 
brother-in-law's car, drove their bodies and sealed the 
to his school, sat for one of basement's doors with 
the tawjihi exams, then he bricks and cement 
took his friends for a ride. If convicted of all 12 

Following the defendant's counts * of premeditated 
10-minute testimony, his murder pressed against him 
lawyer appealed to the .by ' the prosecution, 
coart to refer Qashash for a Qashash could face the 
psychiatric examination. death penalty. - 

The attorney had None of the victims’ rela- 
appealed once in tire past fives dropped ' charges 
for such an examination, ' against the defendant - 
but “Qashash hims elf The court tribunal, corn- 
refused this request and prising Justices Moham- 
stated he was mentally fit to mad Ajarameh, Mifleh 
stand trial.” Mubeidin and Issa Ham- 

The minder victims dan, .adjourned the trial to 
included his mother Thu- Oct. 31 to hear the proso- 
rayah, 50, his father Amin, cution’s witnesses. 

Country’s water losses due largely 
to metre-tampering — Mulki 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — Sa’eed 
Qashash, the 19-year-old 
accused of murdering 12 
people, including 1 1 family 
members, Monday retract- 
ed confessions he made 
earlier and told the Crimi- 
nal Court that four other 
persons were the actual 
killers. 

Qashash’s statements 
were a turning point in the 
two-month-old trial. 

After his arrest one day 
following the crime, the 
defendant reportedly con- 
fessed to authorities that he 
killed his father, mother, 
other family members and 
a friend on June 10 because 
they were harassing him 
about his academic perfor- 
mance. 

But on Monday, Qashash, 
standing calmly in a prison- 
er's cage, told the court- 
room that four persons, 
including a woman, came 
to his home on the morning 
of the incident claiming to 
be employees of the Statis- 
tics Department 

“The four entered the 
house and started searching 
for computer diskettes" that 
belonged to his brother 


By Ahmad Khatfh 

AMMAN — Minis ter of 
Water and Energy Hani Mulki 
has said that unaccounted 
water losses are due in large 
part to Illegal tamp ering with 
water metiers, which he esti- 
mated causes more than 25 
per cent of water losses in the 
country. 

Worn-out water networks, 
he said, are another major 
problem. 

“We are working hard to 
replace all broken water net- 
works in order to step these 
losses, but this is not enough; 
irresponsible and illegal water 
use must be stopped,” Mulki 
told reporters during a two- 
hour seminar held at the Jor- 
dan Press Foundation Sunday. 

He added that from now 
until the end of November, the 
ministry will be ready to fix all 
‘■broken” metres at no charge 
and exempt citizens from 
charges for water which they 
used “in one way or another" 
but had not paid for. 


“In order to save this pre- 
cious resource and reduce its 
cost, 1 urge citizens to use 
water supplies legally and 
responsibly” the minis ter said. 
“If this procedure does not 
solve the issue, the govern 1 
mentwillhave to stop supply- 
ing people using water illegal 

According to Mulki, the 
ministry spent JD 11 million to 
repair frbid govemorate’s 
water network in order to con- 
tain water leakage estimated 
at 58 percent. 

‘However, water losses 
dropped by only 11 percent; 
which means tint 47 per cent 
is still used Illegally,” Mulki 
said. 

He said several government 
studies will be conducted 
throughout the Kingdom to 
determine foe extent of water 
losses, and more laws wHl be 
enacted to stop illegal use, 
winch is “one of the higgest 
problems (hat frees a country 
like Jordan.” 

“Such illegal actions most 


be stopped at . any price,” the 
minister stressed. 

According to some studies 
cited in recent news repots, in 
1995 the ministry pumped 
50.220 milli on cubic metres 
of wffler to Amman, but 
-2B.01 1 miffio n cubie metres 
wfcxefast 

— A s ar v E ^ coadfccted recent- 
ly among 184 citizens in foe 
Tabarbour area of Amman 
revealed that 50 percent of the 
residents were using water 
supplies illegally either by 
breaking metres or tampering 
with than. 

Another study said water 
metre readings are sometimes 
less than 38 per cent erf the 
actual amount erf water con- 
sumed by citizens. 

Two weeks ago, Ministry 
Secretary General Qousai 
Quteishat announced that a 
four-year, contract, would be 
given “to a private operator that 
wfll be responsible for distrib- 
ution,' maintenance, metre- 
reading, billing and collection 
services. 


Luhat’s going on 




CONCERT 

* Musical performance by Lexi Haddadin (soprano) and 
Mohammad Othman Sidiq (piano) at the Union Bank for Invest- 
ment and Savings hall on Wednesday, Oct 28 at 8:00 pm (The 
programme features songs from opera works set to music by \farii, 
Mozart and Strauss as weD as Arab songs by the Rababani Broth- 
ers). 

FILMS 

* “Jack and Sara" at the British Council. Jabal Amman at 6:00 
pjn. (Another film entitled “Shakespeare, the Animated Tales — 
Hamlet" will be shown on Wedresday Oct. 28 at 5:00 pm) 

SYMPOSIUM 

* Symposium on “Woman's Status and Rights" fin English) 
with the participation of Berlin senator Ms. Renate Neubert 
Lawyer Asma Khadec and legal advisor Rihab Qaddoumi (spon- 
sored by the Goethe Institut) at Radisson SAS Hotel on Wednes- 
day Ocl 28 (9ti0 ajn.-2.UQ pm). 

LECTURE 

•"Schiller on Art and Society” (in English) by Professor! 
Nicholas Linfield at Darai A1 Funun, Jabal Weibdeb on Tuesday* 
Oct 27 at 600 pm 

CONCERT 

* Musical performance by Freddy for Music at the Royal Cul-j 
tural Centre at 7:00 p.m. (Daily until Oct 29). 

EXHIBITIONS 

* “Masterwuiks of the Spanish Contemporary Architecture andj 
Presentation of Architecture Guide: Spain 1920-2000” at Institute] 
Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until Nov. 6. 

* Display of sculptures, album of 12 silk screens, ink drawings,! 
and other artwork by artist Mena Saudi at her residence, Abdoun,] 
Mustafa Kamel Street (Telefax 5929700). until Ocl 29 

* Ceramics by Ra’d and Ahmad A1 Delaimi at Hammurabi Aits] 
Gallery, Gardens St (TeL 5536098), until Nov. 5. 

* Display of autumn collection at The Jordan Design and Trade] 
Centre. offWadi Saqm Sl until Ocl 3 1 (TeL 5699141/2). 

* Exhibition of works by Palestinian artist Kama! Boullata enti- 
tled “Homage to Jerusalem," an exhibition of paintings by late 
Palestinian artist Zulfa A1 Sa'di, an exhibition by Palestinian- 
American photographer Sa'id Nusdbah entitled “The Farthest 
Mosque" at Darat AI Fimun, Jabal Weibdeh, until Nov. 12 (TeL 
4643251/2). 

* “Calligraphy on Crafts" at the Jordan Craft Centre (AI AydD.j 
Jabal Amman (TeL 4644555), until October 31. 

• .. y,— v: 


Missing archaeologist found 
unharmed in Dana Nature Reserve 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A 63-year-old 
Iraqi archaeologist who 
went missing for three 
nights after leaving her 
campsite in the Dana 
Nature Reserve was found 
unharmed Monday by 
Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature rangers, 
according to officials. 

Amal Khudeiri, who 
checked in at the camp on 
Thursday evening, was last 
seen by campers in the 


early hours of Friday. 

“We found the woman 
sitting behind a tree Mon- 
day morning near Ruman 
Mountain near the camp- 
site,’’ the official said. 

Upon questioning her, the 
official added, she 
informed them that she 
went off the designated 
paths and lost her way, 

“She slept in the wilder- 
ness for three nights and 
had no food or water,” the 
official said. 

Rescue teams. RCSN 


rangers, police, helicopters 
and police dogs had 
combed a 10- kilometre 

radius around the campsite 
in an attempt to locate the 
woman. 

“This incident is rare in 
this area, because we usual- . 
ly inform visitors and 
campers of the paths and 
tracks they need to follow," 
the official stated. 

According to the official, 
the woman is being kept 
under observation at Prince 
Zeid Hospital in Tafileh. 


The woman is expected to 
be released from hospital 
today, the official said. ' 

The Dana project was ini- 
tiated by the RSCN in 1993 
in an effort to revive die 
endangered ecosystem of 
Dana's over-hunted and 
over-grazed land. 

It is home to over 25 
species of animals that are 
threatened or considered 
globally important, such as 
the ibex, wolves, hyenas 
and foxes. 


Saudi motorcyclists end Jordan leg of Mideast tour 


By Mouther Murjan 

AMMAN — A five-man team of Saudi 
trekkers ended the Jordan leg of their 
special Middle East mission yesterday, 
made all the more special as they did it 
on motorcycles. 

The ream, consisting of three motor- 
cyclists and two repair technicians, 
want to use the tour to. improve foe 
image of Islam, fight drug abuse and 
call for Arab and Islamic unity. . 

They will return to Saudi Arabia to 
await the shipment of their vehicles to 
their next scheduled destination — 
Egypt. 

“The idea of the tnp was a long-time 
dream of ours," said Awad Autabei, 
leader of foe team. “This is the second 
phase of our trip.” 

The first phase of the mission was a 
33-day voyage last year that took the 
team through the Gulf countries. 


“We expect this phase to take 48 
days, and it includes visiting Jordan, 
Egypt Libya and Tunisia before 
returning to Saudi Arabia," Autabei 
said. 

He added that the group wants “to 
show that Islam does not' encourage 
terrorism and that fighting occupation 
forces is different from cold-blooded 
murder. In every country we visit, we 
try to spread these principles at press 
conferences.” 

According to Autabei, the team faced 
few difficulties apart from “the usual, 
such as weather conditions and 
mechanical failures.” 

The trip was coordinated by the min- 
istries of interior of every Arab country 
on foe team’s itinerary. 

Saudi Prince Nayef Ben Sultan was 
also involved with foe coordination 
and financing of foe trip, which has so 
far cost 65,000 Saudi riyals. “Prince 


Nayef also provided us with motorcy- 
cles and the technical escort car” 
Autabei added. 

The Saudi motorcyclists said they 
have attracted much attention from 
government officials, ordinary citizens 
and the media. 

“I hope we get the same media atten- 
tion from both people and gove rnmen t 
officials [on the rest of the trip] as we 
did here," Autabei said. 

On Sunday, foe Public Security 
Department Director Nasouh Muhiedi- 
en met with foe team to discuss com- 
bating drug abuse, praising their efforts 
to spread awareness about its danger. 

The team’s future plans include a 
campaign to encourage people to 
donate organs to people who need 
them. “We will start the campaign in 
Saudi Arabia and hopefully we spread 
it across foe Arab and. Islamic coun- 
tries," Autabei said. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Tbrawneh, Stout discuss regional issues 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Fayez ThrawnehonMoth 
day met with the. speaker of foe Lower House of Pariiaraent, 
Sa’d Hayel Stour; to discuss domestic, regional . and 
international issues. They also discussed foe upcoming meet- 
ing between Tarawneh and members of foe House’s Finance 
Committee to review the country’s economic sitn^kra as well 
as Tarawneh’s meeting next week with deputies to review the 
Palestinian-Israeli accord signed in Washington last Friday. 

Rifei leaves for Algeria 


AMMAN (Petra) — Senate President 7iairi Rife! left Amman 
onMon^atthehcadofancffidalpffliianKaBaydekganoQ 
for a visrt to Algeria ar the 'invitation <rfBashff Abu Mizeh, foe 

speako- of the Algerian rational assembly. Rifei, who is cany- 
ing a message from HRH Crown Prince Hassan, foe Regent, to 
President Ltamine Zeroual, will meet with Algerian offidals. 

Saucdons Committee approves contracts 

AMMAN (Petra) — The U.N. Sanctions Committee has 
approved 15 contracts by Jordanian firms to sell $15.12 mtlBcD 
worthofprodnetsto Iraq under the U-N.-Iraq cxMbr-fbod deaL 
A_ source at foe .Ministry of Industry and Hade said foa with 
this approval, the c ommitter has endpesed Jordanian contracts 
worth a total of $378,835 inillioQ to date. 

Studies op ‘MDtenmiim Bug 9 problem 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet has entrusted foe National 
Information Centre to prepare a working paper on the -Year 
2000, (x Mffiennium Bug, computer problem and to repeat to 
foe government within two weeks. V foriring in axgunction 
with other concerned departments, foe-centre will define foe. 
jxdblem and prepare a report for study at a meeting to be 
chaired by the prime irrinictw 

Delegation leaves for Euro-Med meeting 

AMMAN (Petra.) — A pariiflmftntrw y rlpTegatin^ Mrayfay tefr : 
Amman for Brussels to attend a meeting erf theEnropean- 


The delegation, led by Senator Marwan Dtxfio, wIB' discuss 
ways fix 1 promoting relations between Ewopean-gafosaneots 
aid their counterparts in countries around foe Miedisaianeari 
'Sea. 
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4 World News 


Yugoslavia moves 


to comply, NATO 
watches on 


BRUSSELS (R) — 

Yugoslav President 

Slobodan Milosevic has 
agreed to make troop with- 
drawals which would put 
him in substantia] compli- 
ance with immediate 
Ltaited Nations demands on 
Kosovo, diplomatic sources 
said Monday.' 

If the withdrawals are car- 
ried out in the coming 24 
hours NATO will not carry 
out its threat to bomb 
Yugoslav military targets 
after a Tuesday 1900 GMT 
deadline, they added. 

The Supreme Allied 

Commander Europe, 
General Wesley Clark, and 
General Klaus Naumann. 
head of NATO’s military 
committee, held 16 hours of 
talks Saturday and Sunday 
with Milosevic and 

Yugoslav Army Chief of 
Staff General Momcilo 
Perisic. 

They went into the fine 
detail' of compliance on 
security demands, setting a 
schedule for moving non- 
Kosovo army units back 
towards their home bases, 
reducing numbers of spe- 
cial police and removing 
heavy weapons, NATO mil- 
itary’ sources said. 

The generals briefed the 
Alliance Monday on the 
pledges they had secured. 
NATO ambassadors were to 
meet again Tuesday at 1630 
GMT shortly before the 
deadline. 

“We think the message 
has been received.” a 
NATO official told 
reporters afterwards. "They 
have made a number of 
undertakings to move 
towards compliance in the 
next 24 hours.” “This is the 
moment of truth. He 
(Milosevic) has to get his 
skates on in the next 24 
hours,” the official said. 

A diplomat said 
Yugoslavia could now 
avoid NATO strikes. 

"Milosevic did agree to 
undertake the list of things 
they went down with (to 
Belgrade).” he told Reuters. 

“If he does those things 
— and there is evidence 
today that he has started — 
then be will not be in full 


compliance but he will 
have done those things nec- 
essary to stave off military 
action at this time,” the 
diplomat said. 

The NATO official was 
more cautious, saying he 
would not prejudge what 
NATO ambassadors would 
decide at their meeting 
Tuesday to determine the 
fate of their ultimatum to 
Belgrade threatening air 
strikes. 

He said Western 
observers on the ground 
would be out checking in 
the field if Milosevic was 
keeping his promises. 

“NATO has not changed 
any of its decisions.” the 
official said. 

The allies would continue 
to be “very, very vigilant” 

“We won’t be satisfied 
with one or two media- 
staged events. 

We will not base our deci- 
sions on one or two film 
clips. We are not in any way 
going to declare victory 
until these (commitments) 
have been translated into 
concrete actions.” The 
details of what Milosevic 
has agreed to remained 
secret possibly for security 
reasons, possibly to save 
face. NATO has insisted 
repeatedly that the weekend 
talks were in no way a 
negotiation, simply a high- 
ly detailed re-statement of 
demands. 

“We don’t believe a blow- 
by-blow account of the 
units we are focusing on 
will help at this stage.” the 
official said. “The only per- 
son who needs to have the 
details is the man who 
gives the orders — 
President Milosevic.” The 
NATO official said the 
strength of Yugoslav securi- 
ty forces in Kosovo had to 
be returned to its February- 
Marcb baseline, when the 
guerrilla war erupted in 
earnest. 

NATO was insisting that 
units from outside Kosovo 
province were to be outside 
Kosovo and moving “in the 
direction of going back to 
their barracks,’’ he said. 
The army was less of a con- 
cern than the special police. 


Units normally stationed 
inside Kosovo would also 
return to their barracks or 
cantonments inside the 
province. Asked if the 
demands could be accom- 
plished in 24 hours, the 
official replied: 

“Absolutely. Kosovo is not 
a very big place.” 

In J Kosovo Monday, 
Serbian security forces 
appeared to be standing 
dowri in parts of the 
province. 

Lazke traffic jams formed 
on roads entering the capi- 
tal Pristina from the west as 
truckloads of troops rum- 
bled into a major garrison 
at the north end of town. 

Tw ;nty km to the west on 
the main highway through 
central Kosovo. Serbian 
military police dismantled a 
majop sandbagged check- 
point at the strategic 
Kom'orane crossroads. 

The independent Serbian 
newsj agency Beta quoted a 
source close to the 
Yugoslav army general 
staff 'as saying troops would 
complete withdrawals to 
ganifeons in Kosovo 
Monday. 

An! array of combat air- 
craft and warships has been 
assembled for a NATO mil- 
itary operation, including 
U.S. air- and sea-launched 
cruise missiles which could 
carry out the initial “limit- 
ed” air option the allies 
have authorised. 

They gave Clark the 
green light to take military 
action earlier this month 
but suspended it for four 
days. They later extended 
the ultimatum by a further 


10 days, producing what 
the official said was “a dis- 


tinct turn for the better.” 

If the allies Tuesday 
judge Milosevic is keeping 
his pledges and making the 
irreversible troop with- 
drawals they stipulate in the 
time set, they may rescind 
the order. 

However, they may 
decide that only a contin- 
ued threat of military inter- 
vention can ensure that all 
agreements are adhered to, 
and they may extend it with 
a new date or indefinitely. 


Spain says Basque election 
results favour peace 


VITORIA, Spain (AP) — 
Basque regional elections, 
the first since armed sepa- 
ratists declared a cease- 
fire five weeks ago. 
opened the door wider to 
peace, the Spanish gov- 
ernment said Monday. 

Basques crowded the 
polls in record numbers 
Sunday, favouring more 
extreme versions of the 
region's traditional split 
between those who seek 
independence and those 
who oppose it. 

But Interior Minister 
Jaime Mayor Oreja told 
national Spanish radio that 
the result was “the best 
possible for peace," 
because the Popular Parry 
of Prime Minister Jose 
Maria Aznar was now an 
undisputed major force 
within the regional 
Basque Parliament. 

Mayor Oreja said that 
with the rise of the 
Popular Party, the Basque 
parliament could not dis- 
regard that “plurality is 
the essence of the Basque 
Country.” 

The government has not 
indicated what Aznar ’s 
next step will be. He had 
taken a tough stance since 
the armed separatist group 
ETA declared a cease-fire, 
insisting that the group 
accept the election results 
and give up its arms for 
talks to go forward. 

ETA supporters have 
urged the government, as 
a gesture of goodwill, to 
transfer separatist prison- 
ers scattered around the 


country to institutions m 
the Basque country. 

Euskal Henitarrok. 


politically allied with the 
ETA commandos, said the 
election favoured inde- 
pendence. The party is a 
new name for the tradi- 
tional Hern Batasuna 
coalition. 

The party spokesman. 
Arnaldo Otegi. told the 
Barcelona daily La 
Vanguardia that the strong 
support for Basque nation- 
alist parties was a vote for 
“peace, liberty and self- 
determination,” Otegi said 
his party would not join 
any coalition government, 
but would be an active 
participant in parliament. 
La Vanguardia reported 
Monday. 

Although the lineup in 
the 75-seat parliament 
between pro-indepen- 
dence and anti-indepen- 
dence seats basically 
stayed the same, there 
were important changes in 
the makeup on each side 
of the aisle. 

The voters, more than 70 
per cent of those regis- 
tered turned out, cast bal- 
lots giving three separatist 
parties a total of 41 seats 
and four parties opposed 
to breaking up Spanish 
union. 35 seats, similar to 
the existing lineup. 

The separatist Basque 
Nationalist Party dropped 
a seat, but won 21. enough 
to give it the right to form 
the government. 

Juan Jose Ibarretxe, 
Nationalist Party leader 
charged with seeking a 
coalition government, said 
Monday: “Let’s see what 
we can do in this country 
without excluding any- 
body.” But the political 


map’s variations are what 
encouraged Oreja and oth- 
ers to see the elections as 
the curtain raiser to a more 


vigourous peace process. 

The big winners were 
Aznar ’s Popular Party and 
the Euskal Hemtarrok 
(Hern Batasuna) political 
coalition linked to the 
ETA. 

Aznar 's Popular Party 
jumped from 11 to 16 
seats to become the sec- 
ond most popular party in 
the regional parliament. 

The party is strongly 
identified with the 
Spanish government’s 
tough anti-terrorist poli- 
cies and totally opposed to 
making concessions to 
ETA or changing the con- 
stitution to allow Basque 
secession. 

The Socialist Party, the 
main opposition to 
Aznar’s government in the 
national parliament but on 
the same side of the fence 
in the Basque country, 
gained two seats to total 
14. although it fell from 
second to fourth place in 
the voting. 

Euskal Hemtarrok 
gained two seats to 14, 
becoming the third largest 
electoral force. 

ETA — the letters stand 
in the Basque language for 
Basque Homeland and 
Freedom — has killed 
nearly S00 people since 
1968, but declared an 
open-ended cease-fire on 
Sept. 18 amid mounting 
pressure for a negotiated 
end to ODe of Western 
Europe's last armed con- 
flicts. 
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A Yugoslav army convoy withdraws from its position in Kosovo’s countryside and 
returns to its barracks in Pristina on a rainy morning. A NATO ultimatum for the 
withdrawal was set to expire Tbesday morning (Renters photo) 


Yeltsin cancels trip to Austria 


MOSCOW (AP) — 
Doctors ordered 

President Boris Yeltsin to 
cancel a trip to Austria 
because of extreme 
fatigue and recommended 
he take a vacation, the 
Interfax news agency said 
Monday. The announce- 
ment, two weeks after 
Yeltsin cut short a trip to 
Central Asia, raises new 
questions about his abili- 
ty to stay in office. 

Prime Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov will make the 
trip to Vienna for talks 
with the European Union 
Tuesday instead, Interfax 
said, quoting presidential 
spokesman Dmitry 
Yakushkin. 

Yakushkin said Yeltsin 
was suffering from an 
“asthenic condition," that 
made him very weak and 
tired, both physically and 
emotionally. Asthenia 

refers to a lack of bodily 
strength. 

Yeltsin’s blood pressure 
was also unstable, 
Yakushkin said. 

The Kremlin refused to 
confirm the reports to 
The Associated Press. 

Yeltsin has been weak- 
ened by recurring health 
problems in recent years, 
including heart bypass 
surgery in 1996. The 
president and his doctors 
insist that Yeltsin will 
serve out the less than 
two years that remain of 
his terra, and they deny 
that he has crippling 
health problems. 

Yeltsin was forced to 
cut short a trip to Central 


Asia earlier this month 
because of a respiratory 
infection. Doctors said 
last week he had recov- 
ered, but Yeltsin has still 
not returned to work at 
the Kremlin full time. 
The trip to Vienna had 
been reduced to one day 
from the originally sched- 
uled two days. 

Yakushkin said a com- 
mittee of doctors that 
usually meets before 
Yeltsin travels recom- 
mended be cancel his 
visit to Austria. It said 
Yeltsin had not followed 
doctors' advice to stay 
home and recuperate 
from the respiratory 
infection that curtailed 
his Central Asian trip. 

This, coupled with work 
pressures, caused him to 
become extremely tired, 
he said. 

“Doctors unanimously 
voted for cancelling the 
trip.” Yakushkin said. He 
said there were no plans 
to hospitalise Yeltsin. 

Yakushkin said earlier 
Monday that the Russian 
leader was working at a 
country residence outside 
of Moscow and was 
preparing for the trip to 
Austria." 

In Vienna, Yeltsin had 
been scheduled to meet 
with Austrian Chancellor 
Viktor Klima, the present 
holder of the rotating 
European Union chair- 
manship. 

The two were expected 
to discuss security issues, 
including the recent 
Middle East peace agree- 


ment and the crackdown 
on ethnic Albanians in 
Yugoslavia’s Kosovo 
province, and Russia's 
economic crisis. 

Yeltsin’s itinerary also 
called for him to meet 
with International 

Monetary Fund and 
World Bank officials to 
discuss economic assis- 


tance. 

Russia has said it is 
counting on further dis- 
bursements of a $22.6 
billion bailout package to 
pay its bills for the rest of 
the year. The IMF froze 
the loan after Russia’s 
latest economic crisis 
erupted in raid- August, 
and has said it will not 
deliver any more pay- 
ments until it sees signs 
that Russia has a plan for 
coping with its troubles. 

Russian media, have 
speculated that Yel tsin 
will not undertake any 
more foreign trips, but 
Interfax said Monday that 
a visit to India in 
December is still on. 

Yeltsin also plans sever- 
al meetings in November 
with foreign guests, 
including Japanese Prime 
Minister Keijo Obuchi. 
German Chancellor-elect 
Gerhard Schroeder, 
Italian President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro and Queen 
Beatrix of The 
Netherlands, Interfax 
said, quoting the deputy- 
head of the presidential 
administration, Sergei 
Prikhodko. 


New German parliament 
elects easterner Thierse 


as speaker 


BONN (AFP) — 
Germany’s new parlia- 
ment Monday over- 
whelmingly elected east 
German Social 

Democrat (SPD) 
Wolfang Thierse as its 
speaker Monday. 

The vote was 512-109 
for, with 45 abstentions. 

Thierse, 55, a former 
civil servant in commu- 
nist East Germany, has 
led the SPD in that part 
of the country since re- 
unification in 1990. 

He replaces Rita 
Suessmuth of outgoing 
Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl’s conservative 
Christian Democratic 


Union (CDU) party. 

The SPD and its ally, 
the Greens, have a 21- 
seat majority after win- 
ning general elections 
on September 27, mak- 
ing Wolfgang Thierse, 
54, a shoo-in. 

Thierse, a tall, red- 
bearded man with a 
professorial air, was a 
literature and arts stu- 
dent at university and 
joined the East 
German culture min- 
istry in 1975, in the 
architecture depart- 
ment 

But he did not sign up 
with the East German 
Communist Party and 


lost his job in 1976 
when he defended dissi- 
dent singer Wolf 
Biennann, who was 
banned by the regime. 

Thierse then worked 
quietly at the literature 
institute, the Academy 
of Sciences in East 
Berlin, until the fall of 
the Berlin Wall in 1989. 

He has in recent years 
been the spokesman in 
Bonn for eastern 
Germany, criticising 
the slow rate of devel- 
opment there and in 
1991 campaigning for 
the government to 
move the capital from 
Bonn to Berim. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bucharest elections declared void 
after 34 per cent turnout 


BUCHAREST (AFP) — Romanian authorities declared 
Sunday’s municipal elections in Bucharest as nnl] and 
void after only 34 per cent of ihe 1.6 million electorate 
cast their vote. Under Romanian law. the first round of 
the election is only valid if voter turnout exceeds 51 per 
cent. The electoral commission confirmed Monday the. 
ballot will be reheld next Sunday and will be decided on 
a majority vote regardless of turnout. A lacklustre cam-. , 
paign, focusing on issues such as garbage collection, 
street repairs and the proliferation of stray dogs, failed to 
capture the interest of voters in the capital. Sunday’s 
turnout was the lowest since the fall of the Communist 
regime in 1989. 


Title but no crown 
for new Miss Croatia 


ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) — She has the title, but not the 
crown. Two weeks after a Muslim was proclaimed Miss 
Croatia, the jury reversed itself and crowned runnerup, Ivana 
petkovic. In a sombre atmosphere, broadcast live on national 
television late Sunday, 12 members of the jury chose 
pStkovic, while five verted for Lejla Sebovic, 22. The new 
winner said she was “as excited as during the first voting” and 
that she entered the new round of voting “with pure-, 
motives.” Sehovjc left in tears, after she was not allowed to 
give a statement. “I wanted to say that this was a set-up, that 
the new voting is a farce,” the newspaper Vecemji List quot- 
ed her as saying. This year’s beauty contest, popular among 
Croats, turned" into a national scandal, when organisers 
stripped Sehovic of hex title, citing voting irregularities. But 
in the country where many people do not consider Muslims 
‘Teal” Croats, die contest became a political issue, with 
Croatian media and some human rights groups saying 
Sehovic was ousted just because she’s a Muslim. .Croatia, 
which has a small Muslim minority, supported Croats in 
neighbouring Bosnia during their 1993-4 conflict with 
Muslims there and relations between the two remain tense. 
About 80 per cent of Croatia's 4.7 million people are Roman 
Catholics. After the first contest, media reported that organis- 
ers' were unhappy with a Muslim representing Croatia at the 
Miss World contest But chief organiser, Milan Seckovic. 
denied politics played a role in the reversal. He insisted that 
the first voting was irregular and turned to the Miss Wodd 
organiser, Eric Morley, for advice' Morley recommended 
new voting. Four members of die jury, who earlier openly j 
supported Sehovic, refused to appear at Sunday's voting. 
Without music, fireworks or an audience, Petkovic received 
the traditional bee and flowers. She also left without the 
crown, because it is still with Sehovic, who threatens to sue 
the organisers. j 


Computer discovers 
breast cancer earlier 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Swedish researchers have devel- 
oped a computer programme to detect breast cancer Jn its 
eariy stages, and they intend to put their system on die 
Internet the daily Svenska Dagbladet said Monday. The 
researchers at Lund, in the far south of Sweden, said they had 
developed a new system using six different computer pro- 
grammes to facilitate the reading of X-ray information. 
Reading and interpreting mammogram images is a compli- 
cated and time-consuming task for radiologists, and a wodd- 
wide effort has been put into simplifying the methods. The 
Swedish team said that with their system even the smallest 
changes in the breasts show up clearly on a computer screen. 
Experienced mammography interpreters “told” die computer 
which changes were relevant and which were not, they said. 
Their ambition was to create a cheap and simple software 
applicable to several digital systems. The research team 
planned to make their system widely available on the 
Internet. Researchers said toe need was growing as the bulk I 
of experienced mammography doctors were approaching 1 
retirement and recruitment levels had been poor. 


Fire on Italian ship kills one, 
injures five off Danish coast 


ESBJERG, Denmark (AFP) — One Filipino sailor died and 
five other sailors were injured when fire broke out overnight 
on an Italian freighter west of the Danish port of Esbjerg, 
Danish shipping officials -said Monday. Police were ques- 
tioning survivors as to toe cause of toe accident, which hit the 
Pallas, bound for Casablanca in Morocco, eariy Monday. 
Sixteen of toe 17 crew, made up of Poles, Yugoslavs. 
Bulgarians and Filipinos, were rescued by two Danish and 
German helicopters after jump ing into the sea. The five 
injured crew members were admitted to hospital. The ship is 
owned by Italy’s Bugatti Shipping Services. 


Long-forgotten amateur movies of 
Hitler found in U.S. home 


HAMBURG, Germany (AP) — Four reels of ^matwiir 
movies shot by Adolf Hitler’s personal pilot showing the- 
Nazi leader touring occupied Paris and consoling war 
wounded have surfaced in toe Tennessee basement of afbr- 
mer U.S. Army officer, a newsmagazine repotted Monday. 
SgL Herbert St. Goar hearted an intelligence branch of the 
U-S. military government in Germany when he can** across 
the 12 tin cans containing the movies in the winter of 1945- 
46. per Spiegel reported. Most were sent back to toe "War 
Ministry in Washington, but four be sent hoate to 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, where they eventually ended ip 
gathering dust in his basement. The candid movies show. 
Hitler’s travels around Europe in the 1930s, from meetings 
with Bern to Mussolini in Rome in 1938 to a quick tour of 

just-occupied Paris on June 28, 1940. The Paris trip includes 
the only known shots in colour of Hitler visiting with German 
war wounded, Spiegel said. Such scenes were usually not 

• j'c ^ ^ G®* 111311 Propaganda Ministry. Do - Spiegel 
said Sl Goar recently remembered toe rolls of film and 
decided to make them available to researchers. Hans 
Guenther Voigt from toe Berlin Federal film Archive called 
toe reels authentic ' and “extremely interesting as content 
poraneous documentation,” Christian Hartmann from the 
Munich Inshnue for Contemporary History called them ^aa 
important addition” to other film material about Hitler. 


Portuguese writer 
Jose Cardoso Pires dies 


N (AFP) — Jose Cardoso Pires, widely consitfc 
ered to be one of Portugal’s most important contempt* 

22 7"^' *** died 31 age of 73, his family strif 
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Archbishop Desmond Tbtu, chair of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), ponders a point ahead of this 
week’s planned release of the commissions’ final report. The report, detailing Homan Rights abuses committed 
under apartheid, is due to be handed to President Nelson Mandela by Archbishop Tbtu Thursday (Reuters photo) 

Truth Commission implicates 
ANC, Winnie Mandela 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— South Africa's Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission 
has warned the ruling 
African National Congress 
that it planned to blame the 
parry for grave human 
rights abuses in its report to 
be released Thursday, 
SABC public radio report- 
ed Monday. 

The abuses include the' 
torture and execution of 
suspected traitors, the 
killing of civilians in bomb 
and landmine attacks, fer- 
menting. .political violence, 
and killing ppl icemen.. _ . 

Furthermore, ^the com-, 
mission indicated it had 
found the party should bear 
full responsibility for all 
the activities of President 
Nelson Mandela’s former 
wife, Winnie Madikizela- 
Mandela, who has been 
implicated in torture, mur- 
der and abduction. 

The warning came in a 
seven-page document sent 
to the party as part of the 
so-called Section 30 
notices the TRC has served 
on some 200 people who 
may be prejudiced by the 
report, which President 
Nelson Mandela will 
release Thursday. TRC 


spokesman John Allan con- 
firmed. 

The notices were based 
on the preliminary findings 
of the TRC into human 
rights abuses committed 
between 1961 and 1990, 
and gave the parties time to 
respond to the findings 
before the drafting of the 
report. The ANC has been 
at odds with the TRC for 
some weeks since the letter 
was sent to it late August 
and has, after failing to 
secure a private meeting 
withthe truth body, object- 
ed to the findings in a writ- 
ten submission. 

“We made oijr submis- 
sion. We would be happy to 
have our submission taken 
into consideration,” ANC 
spokesman Thabo Mabaso 
told AFP. 

In the TRC document, of 
which AFP has a copy, the 
commission says the ANC 
and its military wing, 
Umkhonto we Siswe (MK). 
is “politically and morally 
accountable for the com- 
mission of gross human 
rights violations committed 
during the course of the 
armed struggle waged by 
it". 

The commission 


acknowledges that the ANC 
fought a legitimate struggle 
against apartheid, which it 
terms a crime against 
humanity, but points out 
that its leaders at times had 
little control over military 
operations, resulting in 
civilian loss of life. 
Similarly the party's failure 
to take action against 
Madikizela-Mandela re- 
sulted in more abuses being 
committed. 

It also found that “during 
1979 to 1989 torture was 
widely used" in ANC exile 
camps, and that ANC- mem- 
bers who “had grievances 
and who participated in 
mutinies in the camps, 
were executed after being 
convicted by military tri- 
bunals". 

The document lists 13 
forms of torture including 
the so-called "Beirut" 
method in which victims 
were flogged naked while 
lying face down on the 
ground. 

In another method used in 
the ANC’s detention camps 
outside South Africa, vic- 
tims were buried in soil to 
their shoulders and then 
beaten on their heads and 
hands. 


Detainees were also 
deprived of food and med- 
ical attention and held in 
solitary confinement for 
lengthy periods without 
trial, the TRC found. 

As a result, it said, "many 
persons died after punitive 
starvation and assault." 

The ANC leadership has 
asked for collective 
amnesty for all acts com- 
mitted by its members 
before August 1990, but the 
TRC further states that “the 
greatest number of viola- 
tions were committed after 
the ANC had 'been 
unbanned (1990) and the 
armed struggle had been 
suspended." 

The commission said the 
ANC was responsible for 
attacks and killings of 
political opponents, includ- 
ing members of the Inkatha 
Freedom Party and the fel- 
low liberation Pan 
Africanist Congress move- 
ment, between 1990 and 
1994. 

The TRC’s report has 
gone to print, the commis- 
sion said Monday, and it is 
not clear whether its find- 
ings have been changed as 
a result of the ANC’s sub- 
mission. 


Cambodia to teach 
lessons at forum on mines 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
More than 200 officials and 
experts from around the 
world met Monday in 
Phnom Penh for a confer- 
ence on eradicating the 
scourge of landmines, 
which still kill or main an 
average of five people a day 
in Cambodia alone. 

The three-day Japanese- 
funded forum, run by the 
government’s Cambodian 
Mine Action Centre 
(CMAC), aims to promote 
cooperation between coun- 
tries plagued by mines and 
to share Cambodia's painful 
experiences. 

Delegations from 29 
countries are attending, 
many from the world's most 
war-tom nations such as 
Afghanistan. Angola, 
Bosnia, Croatia, Laos, 
Mozambique. Myanmar, 
Nicaragua and Somalia. 

Cambodian strongman 
Hun Sen opened the forum 
urging more international 
aid for his mine-ravaged 
country to hasten the 
removal of unexploded ord- 
nance (UXO) from decades 
of conflict. 

“Cambodia would wel- 
come any new assistance 
and is grateful to all friend- 
ly countries who have 
assisted so far." he said. 


adding his government had 
drafted historic legislation 
forbidding the use or pos- 
session of landmines. 

“We hope that our 
Cambodian assembly could 
proceed with its work to 
approve this draft as soon as 
possible,” he said.- 

‘‘Cambodia has been vic- 
timised for a. long time by 
war." 

Information Minister and 
CMAC chairman Ieng 
Mouly said millions of 
mines planted in Cambodia 
during years of war threat- 
ened the country’s econom- 
ic and social development 
as well as its reconstruction. 

“Cambodia is recognised 
as one of the most mine- 
affected countries with an 
estimation of four to six 
million landmines and some 
40,000 amputees,” he said. 
“They obstruct our freedom 
of movement. They deny 
land for ... resettlement, for 
agriculture and post-conflict 
reconstruction and develop- 
ment." he added. He said it 
would be decades before the 
mines and UXO* were 
cleared. 

The explosives are the 
legacy of conflict with 
Khmer Rouge rebels and an 
earlier civil war between a 
Hanoi-backed government 



and its opponents. 

The United States is also 
said to have dropped more 
than 500,000 tons of bombs 
on Cambodia during the 
Vietnam war, -many of 
which failed to detonate. 

“With the current meth- . 
ods, Cambodia cannot be 
free of landmines within the 
10-y ear-period as. recom- 
mended by the .Ottawa con- . 
ventioh,” the CMAC- chief 
said 

Mere than 100 countries 
signed an international 
treaty banning landmines in 
Canada last December. The 
landmark convention 
gained backing from the 
tireless campaigning of the 
Nobel peace prize-winning 
U.S.-based International 

Campaign to Ban 
Lan dmine s. The cause was 
also passionately supported 
by Britain's late Princess 
Diana. But despite the 
seemingly hopeless situa- 
tion worldwide with esti- 
mates of about 25,000 peo- 
ple killed and maimed each 
year, said country director 
Neil Hawkins of aid agency 
CARE CAMBODIA, 
“much progress has been 
made so far." 

“The land mine problem 
is one several majorchal- 
lenges facing many of the, 


rural poor in Cambodia," he 
added praising CMAC’s 
approach of finking demi- 
ning to development goals 
such as improved infra- 
structure and agriculture. 

According to CMAC star 
tistics the monthly casualty 
tofi from mines httt fdkn to 
150 to 200' people per 
mofcth in l998, wdl down 
on the figure erf between 
300 aHd^po«stiinaBed earli- 
er mtfae decade. But there is 
little cause for celebration. 
Most of those killed or 
injured are poor peasant 
farmers, many young chil- 
dren, in remote border 
regions. 

Japanese ; ^tare secretary 
for foreign affairs Nobutaka 
Madnmora told the confer- 
ence the aim was “to share 
Cambodia’s past experi- 
ences ... with other mine- 
affected countries so they 
can learn how to conduct 
demining activities based 
on ownership." 

CMAC was originally set - 
up under the United Nations 
Transitional Authority in 
Cambodia (UNTAC), which 
prepared the country for 
1993 U.N.-backed elections 
and was later transferred to 
the government. The demi- 
nmg fonun is to run through 
Wednesday. 


Youth violence causes new 
strikes across France 


PARIS (AP) — Transit 
workers were on strike in 
several cities Monday to 
protest youth attacks that 
have plagued public trans- 
portation across France, offi- 
cials said. 

The latest walkouts affect- 
ed transit lines- in Paris, 
Marseilles, Lille. Caen and 
Chambery, officials said. 

The Paris A line of the 
Regional Express, serving 
suburbs to the west and east 
including Disneyland, was 
severely reduced after a train 
driver was injured in the 
financial district of La. 
Defence Sunday. 

A passenger angry that he 
took the wrong train threw a 
fire extinguisher through the 
train's windshield, causing 
the driver to be hospitalised. 
Monday, A trains were run- 
ning every 30-45 minutes 
instead of every 5-10 min- 
utes, officials said. 

Only one in five commuter 
trains were in service around 


the southern port of 
Marseilles on the second day 
of a walkout, officials said 
Hie strike began after a tick- 
et agent was attacked on a 
line between Avignon and 
Lyon. 

• The workers voted to end 
their job action Monday 
afternoon. 

Other attacks sparked a 
strike over the weekend 
among Marseilles bus dri- 
vers, who also began return- 
ing to work Monday. 

But employee representa- 
tives said they would halt 
service after each attack in 
France’s second-largest city. 

Similar transit strikes con- 
tinued for a sixth day in the 
northern city of Lille — 
France’s fourth-Iargest 
metropolis — and for a 10th 
day in the Alpine city of 
Chambery. 

In the Normandy city of 
Caen, 400 bus drivers held a 
two-hour strike Monday 
morning and afternoon due 


to an attack Friday. The dri- 
vers’ union leaders left open 
the possibility of restaging 
die walkout Tuesday. 

Union leaders demanded 
the immediate hiring of 15 
more security guards and the 
installation of TV cameras 
on bases, j . 

. Tonsil;,., workers have 
demanded that the govern- 
ment put more police on 
buses, subway cars and com- 
muter trains to halt the vio- 
lence. Drivers, ticket agents 
and passengers have been 
beaten and robbed, and 
trains and buses have been 
stoned, ftrebombed or even 
fired upon. 

The attacks are part of a 
rising crime rate among 
youths from working class 
suburbs that have been hard- 
hit by a double-digit unem- 
ployment rate. While the 
national figure is 11.8 per 
cent, the rate can top 50 per 
cent in some neighbour- 
hoods. 


China 


[A 


democracy 

activist, 

dissolves 


BEDING (R) — China 
detained a vocal pro-democ- 
racy activist and ordered die 
dissolution of his under- 
ground reform group 
Monday, just days after 
Beyifig hosted its first inter- 
national . conference on 
human rights. 

-China' ' Development 
Union (CDU) Secretary 
Peng Ming said officials 
from -the Civil Affairs 
Bureau raided his home 
early Monday and confiscat- 
ed fax machines, computer 
equipment and files an die 
underground organisation. 

Perig : and two of his asso- 
ciates were also taken in for 


‘Older writers 
need not apply 
in Hollywood’ 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Young, white men are the 
most likely to get the top 
film and television writing 
assignments in today's 
youth -obsessed Hollywood, 
according to a study 
released Monday by the 
union representing writers. 

Although women and 
minority writers have made 
M^me gains in the last 
decade, the study shows 
that the amount of work 
available to them remains 
relatively low and the age 
issue has become especially 
acute, according to the 
study by the West Coast 
branch of the Writers Guild 
of America 

“We have much, much 
further to go," said Daniel 
Petrie Jr., guild president. 
■To the extent that the voic- 
es of minority writers and 
women writers and older 
writers are absent, we are 
robbing our culture of their 
perspectives and experi- 
ences. America has a lot of 
stories to be told.” 

The survey follows a 
report earlier this month 
that “Felicity" writer and 
actress Riley Weston was 
really 32, not 19 as she 
claimed. “In a business 
fraught with age bias. I did 


what I felt I had to do to 
succeed." she said in a state- 
ment 

According to the survey, 
73 per cent of TV and film 
assignments are giving to 
writers under 30 years old. 

In a profession where 
high unemployment is the 
norm even in the best of 
times, more than seven in 
10 TV and film writers 
under age 30 had jobs in 
1 997. but less than a third of 
writers age 50 or older were 
working. 

About 77 television series 
last season had no writers 
over age 50 and such prime- 
time shows as “Friends” 
and “Veronica's Closet” 
relied exclusively on writers 
under age 40, the survey 
said. 

"While older, experienced 
writers were once the most 
highly paid in the industry, 
changing market dynamics 
since the early 1980s have 
made writers in their 30s the 
ones most highly valued by 
the industry.’’ the study con- 
cluded. 

The study reports that 
minority writers made some 
employment gains in the 
1990s. but remain a small 
factor in Hollywood. Just 7 
per cent of employed TV 


writers and 5 per cent of 
feature film writers were 
minorities. 

On a positive note for 
women, the gap in TV pay 
for writers is closing, 
although a chasm remains 
for film writers, the study 
said. But despite pay 
advances, the amount of 
work for women and 
minorities remains relative- 
ly low and growth is flat. 

Last season, shows such 
as “The X-Files," “Frasier" 
and “The Pretender” had 
one or no female writers 
receiving on-screen credit, 
with the same true for late- 
night shows "Politically 
Correct" and “The Tonight 
Show." Only a handful of 
shows defied the trend, 
notably “Touched by an 
AngeL” where more than 
two-thirds of the writers 
were women. 

The report concluded that 
barriers are institutionalised 
and will be difficult to 
change, especially with 
such an emphasis on attract- 
ing young audiences, the 
relatively low number of 
women and minorities in 
decision-making positions, 
and because decisions about 
hiring writers are highly 
subjective. 


Delays hit Italy’s new 


MILAN, Italy (AFP) — 
Travellers using Italy’s 
controversial new 

Malpensa airport faced up 
to two-hour delays and 
several cancellations 
Monday, a day after the air- 
port opened, officials said. 

The airport — 50 kilome- 
tres outside Milan and 
badly serviced by road and 
rail links — opened 
Sunday and immediately 
ran into problems as pas- 
sengers ran into delays and 
problems with baggage 
handling. 

By early Monday around 
15 flights had been can- 


celled. 

Traffic using the busy 
access road also faced 
problems, made worse by a 
regional train strike. 

As well as furious pas- 
sengers, Italian airport 
authorities have also had to 
face the anger of airlines 
forced to switch from 
Milan’s convenient city- 
centre airport. 

In a move declared illegal 
by the European 
Commission. Italy said ear- 
lier this year it wanted to 
separate air traffic in and 
out of Milan by closing the 
city-centre airport to all 


non-Italian airlines. 

Nine European airlines, 
including British Airways, 
Air- France and Lufthansa, 
complained this would 
give an unfair advantage to 
Italy's state carrier Alitalia, 
as passengers would opt to 
avoid the extra travel to 
Malpensa. 

They said they also faced 
extra costs in moving their 
operations and staff out of 
Milan. 

The longstanding row 
with Brussels was finally 
resolved earlier this month 
when the European 
Commission, approved a 



plan to split Earopetei 
Union air traffic betWeerf 
the city-centre airport and 
Malpensa. 

The airlines took their 
case to an Italian tribunal 
asking that the date for the 
transfer of flights to 
Malpensa be delayed until 
better road and rail links 
were in place. That appeal 
was rejected by the .court 
last week. - r 

Sunday the Malpensa: 
2000 management compa- 
ny admitted there / weft 
"teething problems” at die 
new airport but said- the 
worst was now over: 


Hurricane Mitch lurches through west Caribbean 


GEORGE TOWN, Cayman 
Islands (AP) — Hurricane Mitch 
lashed Jamaica with heavy rain 
and flooded parts of the Cayman 
Islands with huge sea swells 
Monday as it slowly ploughed 
through the western Caribbean. 

The full force of Mitch’s 250- 
kph winds did not strike Jamaica 
and the Caymans, but rain 
squalls from the huge storm 
flooded streets in the Jamaican 
capital of Kingston. Under a 
tropical storm warning, hotel 
workers in the Caymans boarded 
up windows and moved tourists 
to safer shelter. 

The U.S. National Hurricane 
Centre in Miami issued a hurri- 
cane warning for eastern 
Honduras, and authorities in 
Mexico's Yucatan peninsula 
urged residents to monitor the 
progress of the dangerous storm, 
which is between a Category 4 


and Category 5 hurricane. 

At 7 ajn. EST, Mitch was 170 
kilometres east-southeast of 
Honduras' Swan Islands and 
was moving west at 11 kph. ft 
had swelled to nearly 480 kilo- 
metres across and U.S. forecast- 
ers said ft could grow even 
stronger Monday. 

Honduran officials declared an 
alert Sunday and warned that 
Mitch could bit the coast 
Monday. Officials prepared to 
evacuate residents and asked 
fishermen to keep their boats in 
port. 

In Grand Cayman, a British 
colony of about 28,000, schools 
closed . Monday, boat owners 
secured their vessels and resi- 
dents stocked up on food, water, 
batteries and other essentials. A 
planned release of 400 endan- 
gered green sea turtle hatchlings 
was postponed indefinitely. 


There are guests who don't 
take lightly to this kind of thing,” 
said Annette Beaumont, a clerk 
at Merritt's Tortuga Chib and 
Resort on Grand Cayman, 
where tourists were moved to 
upper floors. “We're turrang 
back everyone who comes, 
unless they can't get a flight 
out" 

Mitch disrupted flights, flood- 
ed streets, knocked down trees 
and forced church services to be 
cancelled Sunday in Jamaica, 
but no injuries were immediate- 
ly reported. 

“We have managed to cope 
with what has happened,” said 
Barbara Carvy, bead of 
Jamaica's disaster preparedness 
agency. 

Sbetfs of rain reduced visibili- 
ty to a few yards as squalls pelt- 
ed Kingston and Jamaica’s east- 
ern districts. Authorities warned 


of mudslides and ftarii floods, 
especially in the mountains. 

At a Kingston prison, guards 
used tear gas to quell a brief 
protest by inmates upset because 
the storm forced authorities to 
close the jail, preventing rela- 
tives from bringing food. ' ■ ' - 
In Negril, on Jamaica's west 
coast, some tourists took advan- 
tage of a choppy sea to go body 
surfing along the city's Il-kflo- 
metre-long beach. .. 

T think this is as rough as it's . 
going to get," said O’mar 


ed to waves crashing wi 
metres of a seaside ban 
The western Caribbea 
been spared by Hu 
Georges, n- steam that 
more (ban 500 durin g hi 
page through the no 
Caribbean Iasi mo nth 



questioning, he said. • 

"The move was complete- 
ly unreasonable,” Feng said 
xn - a', telephone interview 
. scorify after has release! 
TT^CXJU is registered as 
a social organisation in 
Hong Kong and the main- 
land government has no 
authority to- tell us to close." 
Peng's detention came just 
days after Beijing hailed its 
hosting of an international 
conference on hmnnn rights 
and a separate Europe-China 
dialogue on the same topic. 

. Delegates to both confer- 
ences had said they sensed a 
sincerity ^ about rectifying, 
human rights abuses that 
contrasted with China’s 
longstanding policy of 
rejecting rights criticism. 

“The timing was without 
question. in appropri ate” 
PengsaicL 

. Tt shows that foe govern- 
ment is - not serious about 
adhering to global rights 
covenants." Earlier -this 
month, Beijing signed the 
International Covenant on 




teeing the rights of nsse 


.from arbitrary arrefct. 

Chioa’s embattled (ft 
dealt, community gave 
wary welcome to the si 
mg, but worried Bey 
would drag its feet Ofiin§ 
menting' the protocoL . • . 

Feng said he .would pi 
to register the grasp . a 
China-based sptiahoqp 
sation and cot&mee-.w£s 
meetings that . nrftk 
reform and TrMyfrrm sj riTre 

Chmft 

“For now, Tfl Stop^os 
die CDU fi 

activities, but Ihope/to'e 
tinue," Peng said. ?/ : 
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Human price 
of conflict 

IN A paper submitted to the seminar on 
Human Costs of Conflicts that ended in 
Amman yesterday, HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, painted a grim picture 
of the dimensions of worldwide domestic 
armed conflicts and urged prompt steps to 
deal with them. Since 1945, these conflicts 
have cost humanity 45 million lives and 
caused great damage to the economies of 
the inflicted countries, retarding their 
progress. The international co mmuni ty 
must therefore take meaningful measures if 
it wants to lessen the human price tag of 
these conflicts. 

Organised by the Arab Thought Forum in 
cooperation with United Nations agencies 
and the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, the seminar was a timely attempt to 
combat the growing menace of non-interna- 
tional conflicts which have not only imped- 
ed progress and proliferated poverty and 
deprivation across the globe but also took a 
heavy toll on the lives of innocent people. 
We need a binding international code of 
conduct, said the Crown Prince, to deal 
with international conflicts and their conse- 
quences. As a matter of fact, we already 
have in place an International 
Humanitarian Order which the U.N. 
Independent Commission co-chaired by 
Prince Hassan and Prince Sadruddin Aga 
Khan had articulated in 1982 and that was 
endorsed by the UJV. General Assembly 
soon after. While that order is piously and 
rhetorically observed it is nowhere near 
implementation due to the reluctance of the 
international community to translate It into 
deeds. At the same time we note that 
Canada and Norway have embarked on yet 
another effort to realise a more humane 
world. The Canadian-Norwegian initiative 
needs to build on the successes or failures of 
the proposed New International 
Humanitarian Order already endorsed by 
the U.N. Now is a good time to merge all the 
efforts to humanise the world into one pro- 
gramme of action that is well-coordinated. 
Most urgent is to implement the projected 
code of conduct once it is adopted interna- 
tionally by making it legally binding on all 
state parties. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra’i’s Tareq Masarwah commented on the chilly relations 
between Jordan and Syria and spoke highly of Egyptian 
attempts to settle the differences between the two countries. 
Egypt has always played an influential role in mediating dis- 
putes among the Arab brothers, said Masarwah it managed to 
bring Syria and Turkey to the negotiation table which led to 
reconciliation between the two countries. Egypt is also trying 
to normalise ties between Iraq and the Arab Gulf countries. 
The writer praised the Egyptian move which, he said, might 
make some progress, but ruled out any possibility that rela- 
tions between Jordan and Syria will go back to normal. He 
said the Syrians must realise that Jordan is an independent 
country, and is able to make its own decisions horn its own 
capital- The writer expressed hope that the troubled relations 
between the two Arab countries would soon improve. 

Al Dustour in its editorial added to the pessimism surround- 
ing the recently brokered deal between Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat and the Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. The Arab daily said this pessimism arises from 
past experience of Netanyahu, who always procrastinates 
implementing accotds. even those signed personally by him. 
people fear, the paper said, that Netanyahu will try to" delay 
the implementation of the accord which was reached after 19 
months of deadlock in the peace process. Recent incidents by 
Israeli settlers attempting to hinder the signing of the long- 
overdue deal is enough evidence of how things could go 
wrong. The paper expressed hope that Israel will meet its 
obligations and begin troop redeployment from the West 
Bank according to the scheduled timetable, and that 
Netanyahu will stop creating excuses to avoid fulfilling his 
(XHumtoncots. 


View from the Fourth Circle 


Rami G. Khouri 


Lessons learnt from Wye 


MATURING LATE, and acknowledging real mutual 
needs I see several important aspects of the Palestinian- 
Israeli agreement last week at Wye Plantation to move 
ahead with the implementation of the Oslo accord's inter- 
im measures and to start the final status talks. If the 
momentum of Wye is maintained and its specifics are 
implemented — big *ifs' — we shall have achieved a real 
historic turning point in the Palestmian-Ziomst and the 
wider Arab-Israeli conflict. The power imbalance 
between Palestinians and Israelis is deeply reflected in the 
obvious deficiencies of the Oslo process. But the short- 
comings of the moment will be offset by the more posi- 
tive and now reinvigorated trend towards a political set- 
tlement that views Palestinians and Israelis as equals who 
are entitled to the same quality of national rights at the 
end of the day. The historical trend towards this position 
during the past two decades has been consistent (I 
remember all those who bitterly complained in 1993 that 
‘Jericho and Gaza first' was a trick, and that Jericho and 
Gaza were all that the Palestinians would get; the slow, 
steady Palestinian gains still being made should lead 
those who are dazed by their own despondency to snap 
out of their stupor, and grasp the fact that this is a contin- 
uing and ever changing process of peace-making, whose 
fruits are directly proportional to the political assets and 
skills of the negotiating parties). 

The most significant aspect of the Wye meetings, in my 
view, was that the Israeli and Palestinian leaders for the 
first time in modem history looked the other side in the 
eye and really acknowledged the needs and rights of the 
other side. What had been cold and formal political nego- 
tiations until now became at Wye a process of h umanis ed 
and genuine peace-making that honoured a fundamental 
principle: we will only get what we want if we give to the 
other side what it wants. 

The Palestinians finally grasped the genuine signifi- 
cance of security for the Israelis, and stopped dealing with 
this as a bargaining tool. They also understood the impor- 


tance to Israel of changing the Palestine National Charter. 

These are both top priority concerns for the Israelis — 
touching the most basic and legitimate Israeli concerns 
about their physical and political security — and the 
Palestinians were correct finally to grasp these Israeli 
needs and to respond to them in a forceful and unam- 
biguous mann er. Yasser Arafat’s statement that Israeli 
mothers should not have to worry any more if their chil- 
dren are late returning home from school is probably the 
single most powerful political statement that he has ever 
made to the Israeli people. He sends Israelis the critically 
important message that Palestinians understand the 
human fears and concerns of the Israeli people, and that 
peace can only be achieved when those concerns and 
rights are adequately met. Wye's significance is that it 
made these realisations mutual. The Israelis in turn final- 
ly understood that the Palestinians also have a right and a 
need to live in dignity and freedom, within a national con- 
text that maintains the integrity of Palestinian peoplehood 
and community and leads to Palestinian statehood. 
Israelis finally grasped that the Palestinians entered this 
Oslo process and recognised Israel because they accepted 
to live in peace alongside Israel in a Palestinian state — 
and not to suffer permanently in the interim Oslo arrange- 
ment of herding the Palestinians into disconnected urban 
reservations. Alongside the modest territorial gains that 
have been agreed to, the more important Palestinian gains 
at Wye were the elements that would allow Palestinians to 
live a more normal and dignified life — the safe passages, 
airport, port, prisoner releases, and other such things. 
These were a reciprocal Israeli sign that Israelis also 
finally saw the Palestinians as people who were entitled 
to live in security and normalcy. Many specific and basic 
issues remain to be negotiated, especially the central 
question of the Palestinian refugees. We have, though, for 
the first time ever, serious Palestinian-Israeli reciprocal 
acknowledgement of the other's validity, and a mutual 
qualitative leap forward in recognising the national rights 


and human needs of the other. Benyamin Netanyahu has 
finally revealed his true nature as an expedient and prag- 
matic politician rather than a rigid ideologue (as I pre- 
dicted he would do in a column two years ago). He has 
smelled and been intoxicated by that vast majority of 
Israelis that wants a negotiated peace and would accept a 
Palestinian state; and he decided that his political life was 
more assured inside that majority than in the hands of the 
weirdo Zionist lunatic right. Benyamin Netanyahu is 
undergoing in a period of two years the same political and 
psychological transformation that Yitzhak Rabin under- 
went in the quarter century after 1967: the realisation that 
Jewish and Israeli security could come only with the end 
of Jewish colonialism and apartheid in Palestine and the 
acceptance of a Palestinian state. Netanyahu is not at this 
point yet, but is finally moving in this direction rather 
than pandering to the votes of the disgruntled Israeli right 
Some people mature late; but then, better late than never. 
The single most striking aspect of the Wye experience. I 
thought, was the intensity of American engagement, both 
during the summit and in the months before it Historians 
will have to explain this to us, but for the moment it 
remains a powerful new element whose good or bad 
dimensions we must sort out over time. The American 
embrace of the Palestinians as virtual equals of the 
Israelis was especially evident in President Clinton's 
remarks ai the White House. Equally significant was the 
Jordanian role, and perhaps also the Egyptian role behind 
the scenes. The fact that Arab states at peace with Israel 
can play constructive mediating roles between 
Palestinians and Israelis is a noteworthy and positive new 
reality in this equation. This has important implications 
for resolving some of the tougher final status issues 
between Israel and Palestine. 

If the momentum of the Wye s ummi t is maintained and 
its decisions fully implemented — and I am certain they 
will be — this will prove to have been a really significant 
turning point in modern Middle Eastern history. 


BARONESS THATCHER. EXPRESSES HER OUTRAGE AS P/ ROCHET 
IS PKACCEP FROM HIS HOSPITAL BEP, BEATER, TORTURER 
A HP THEN TAKEN TO MEM BLEY STAP/UM ANP SHOT . ■■■ 
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Hollywood’s Arab terrorists — part 6 


By Ray Hanania 

I DON'T have to see the movie “The Siege” to 
know that the plot relies heavily on many nega- 
tive stereotypes of Arab Americans. 

In “The Siege.” starring Bruce Willis and 
Denzel Washington, acts of terrorism and 
rumours of impending greater horrors prompt the 
FBI. army and police to organise a counter-effort 
that includes rounding up all Arabs and Muslims 
in New York who might be considered potential 
terrorists. (Since when was an Arab ever not a 
potential terrorist?) 

Although l am bothered by what is in the 
movie, I am most concerned about what is not in 
the movie. And what is not in “The Siege” is a 
prominent positive Arab American role model to 
counterbalance the heavy dose of negative anti- 
Arab hysteria prompted by the film. 

I will see “The Siege,” because I, like most 
other Americans, enjoy the excitement of a good 
Hollywood action/drama feature. But 
Hollywood’s hack record on this subject is poor. 
The vast majority of Hollywood movies now 
include a Middle Eastern theme based on nega- 
tive stereotypes that are often founded on bigotry. 
This phenomenon, of course, is nothing new. 

One of the earliest, was silent screen star 
Rudolph Valentino's 1921 portrayal as Sheikh 
Ahmed Ben Hassan in “The Sheikh” and his 
1926 reprise in “The Son of the Sheikh.” These 
movies typically portrayed Arabs as swarthy and 
somewhat sinister. But not until the 1948 Arab- 
Israeli war did a political agenda become appar- 
ent behind the movie plots. 

In the wake of growing Middle East political 
tensions, a crop of films were produced. The first 
was “Exodus,” which was based on the novel by 
Leon Uris and commissioned by the politically 
motivated publicist Edward Gottlieb to popu- 
larise Israel, and. in the process, demons Arabs. 


Like most Americans, my family found Paul 
Newman, who starred in the big screen dramati- 
sation of the book, very handsome and very tal- 
ented. But it was difficult, as Arab Americans, to 
enjoy a movie so filled with stereotypes, half- 
truths and exaggerated events. 

“Exodus” was followed by “Judith” and “Cast 
a Giant Shadow,” both espousing pro-Israeli pol- 
itics at the expense of “those damn Arabs!” 
Throughout all of this was a honor genre that 
included notable films starring Boris Karloff who 
sometimes played an Egyptian mummy or simi- 
larly sinister Arab characters. Some of these 
films spun off into comedies and into a series of 
films based on Ali Baba's adventures, the only 
true positive Arab hero who happened to look 
more American than Arabic, fighting armies of 
sinister Arab villains. 

In the 1970s, Hollywood’s Arab villains were 
replaced by the Arab terrorists, exploiting inter- 
national events with exaggerated scenarios. 
Movies like “Black Sunday” (1977) featured a 
plot about a crazed and disgruntled American 
worker (Bruce Dent) who, with Arab terrorist 
help, attaches a nail-filled bomb to the Good Year 
Blimp. His plans are to detonate it over a Super 
Bowl game, only to be stopped by the persistence 
of the Mossad agent (Robert Shaw). Those damn 
Arabs! This continued into the early 80s when 
the features more closely followed actual terror- 
ist events. Filins in the ‘90s returned to the plots 
of horrendous fantasy, offering up such memo- 
rable movies as: “The Iron Eagle” series (an 18- 
year-old defeats the combined armies of ruthless 
Middle East tyrants); the “Delta Force” series 
(rescuing American hostages from the clutches of 
Arab kidnappers); “Navy Seals” ('90); “True 
Lies" (*95); “Executive Decision” (*96); and “GI 
Jane” (‘97). 

So why should I think “The Siege” would be 
any better? And, why should I even care? It's just 


entertainment, isn’t it? Hollywood is not just 
entertainment; it lobbies the American psyche. 
Many Americans — who are too consumed with 
the challenges of their everyday life — have no 
time to learn the real facts about the Middle East 
conflict, so Hollywood movies provide a quick- 
spin foundation that helps them decipher daily 
news events. 

Listen. I'll be honest. I don't have time to learn 
about India, but I did watch “Gandhi,” starring 
Ben Kingsley i Krishna Bhanji, the son of an 
Indian doctor and British actress). I figure I know 
all I need to know about India and its history and 
conflict with neighbouring Pakistan. 

So why should I expect Americans to be any 
different? I don’t. I expect them to enjoy the 
excitement of the movie and absorb what little 
facts might be there during the typical two-hour 
experience in the theatre. Because of 
Hollywood's influence on the American mind, I 
do expect filmmakers to be more responsible. 
“The Siege” is not responsible. Yes it does 
include one decent Arab character (played by 
■ Arab film actor Tony Shalhoub). Shalhoub plays 
a FBI agent who protests the harsh policies. But 
the character’s horrible personal mannerisms can 
hardly be compared to the positive African- 
American role model that Washington 's-character 
offers. Washington is the conscientious senior 
FBI agent in charge, working under the cruel 
duress of an Army officer determined to protect 
the world against evil, played by Willis. 

The point is, if you want to make a good movie 
better, you can be sensitive to the damage a 
movie like this does to Arab Americans. Why nor 
add a positive role model character that is Arab? 
Why not make one of the movie heroes an Arab 
American? 

Ray Hanania is a U.S. based journalist and author. 



Enough of 
the evil 
caricature 


To the editor: 

IT WAS interesting to me 
that Musa Keilani referred 
to the “arrogance and 
intransigence of 

Netanyahu” only one day 
after agreement between 
the Palestinians and the 
Israelis was reached. 
Indeed, the atmospherics 
accompanying the leaders' 
speeches were warmer 
than any I can remember. 
Who has ever heard 
Netanyahu refer to the 
Palestinians as “his neigh- 
bours ” and as “partners in' 
peace'?” Who has ever 
heard Arafat offer reassur- 
ing words to Israeli moth- 
ers, thus addressing the 
fundamental Israeli fear?. 
Keilani's commentary - 
shows that even moderates 
still think of the “other” in 
stereotypical terms: 
Israelis are always wrong; 
Arabs are always right 
(vice-versa when it’s an 
Israeli writing the piece): 

It seems that Arafat and 
Netanyahu have accepted 
the fundamental right of 
the “other” to exist in 
peace and security. I must 
say. I sometimes wonder if 
the average Arab accepts 
this notion. Am I a victim 
of my own socialisation 
for believing that most 
Arabs do not accept the 
legitimacy of Israel? Most 
of the Arab students I 
know in the U.S. seem to 
view the current “peace” 
only as a strategy to be 
pursued until Israel's 
destruction can be effect- 
ed. 

As usual. His Majesty 
King Hussein said it best, 
when he stated that “there 
has been enough destruc- 
tion. enough death, 
enough waste...” Only 
when all people, on both 
sides of the border, rake 
this sentiment truly to 
heart will the “other” be 
seen as h uman and not as 
an evil caricature. Only 
when this happens will 
true peace be possible. 

Gregg ‘Gershon’ 
Sneirson, 
Boston, Massachusetts, 
U.S. 


The Jordan Tunes welcomes 
letters and contributions from 
its readers on any issue they 
wish to tackle. Letters attend • 
ed for publication should, 
contain the writer's full name 
an d preferably address Os 
well. Names cm be withheld 
upon request but only under 
special circumstances, 
letters are subject to editing 
and abridging. 
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Legend 


By Garth Cartwright 

ON NATIVE ^ncrican icwaiwik, flu, duv .. 
nHind loiem poles in celehrjurai ol hi. spini .\|«7 
ripnes in the Ausnalian outback and M^s jM 
nml New Zealand look !o him as :1 ppjphc aeains. 
oppnsuon. Dunng [ha Niearjjitm civil wjrl buh 
adcs rode into bottle listening to his music. In lndi L 
he is ftequcnUy depicted as a Hindu god. From bt 
land w Israel, Italy to Indonesia, Bub Mariev is 
fded as a superhero, a .symbol of emaiwipaiim. 
Nomnn .Ma'Jer once observed that the haw- 
tt'eigni boxing champion was the most famous man 
on the planer and, for Muhammad Ah, thar surds 
was true But as boxers rust, they are foto-iten. 
Marley has been dead Tor 17 wars and is much 
more Famous now than he ever was while y|j\e His 
fonw is not contained in the wealthy. ftMufU-huxin* 
first world, but has spread to all five continents And 
diilc Elvis and The Beatles mas have sold mans 
more records (though more of Marlev’s were boot- 
legged). listening to both im ofces a sense of period 
while Marley sounds absolutely Cuntemporarv. 

Why? What makes □ man who sold nierdy 
respectable amounts of records in Jus liferime the 
most popular icon on earth alter his death? To 
answer that one must return to the early years of 
Mariey’s music-making, and no time is more 
appropriate than now: with the issue of] he Com- 
plete Bob Marley And The Waiters 1 96 7- 1972 P;m 
1 . a re-evaluation of Marley s pre-island Records 
(thus pre-international recognition) work is about to 
begin. 

This three-CD set is die first of ibui (die follow- 
ing three wall be Issued at intervals across die next 
six months). They will gather oxer 2(X) songs b\ 
Marley and hLs fellow Waiters. Peter Tosh and 
Bunny Livingstone, recurded across a li\e-ve,ir 
period Aficionados will note that Marley first 
recorded three songs as a 17-year-old solo artist in 
1962 before forming The Waiters witii Tosh and 
Livingstone in 1 963. 

The Waiters tnet through the singer and glietfo 
philanthropist Joe Higgs, and initial]}, were a 
flashy-dregsing ska group noted lor their fiery 
dance routines. Their second single. Simmer 
Down, Showed Marley talking peace to the local 
mdeboys and it reached No 1 in the Jamaican 
charts." Recording fiir Coxsonc Dodd — - then 
Jamaica's leading producer — at Studio One, they 
released many strong-sellintt ska similes d urine 
' I964andl%5. 

Not that they saw much reward for their etlbns. 
Marley existed on Dodd's wages of £3 a week, and 
on February 11 1966. the day alter he married Rita 
Anderson, he flew to the United Stales, where his 
mother had acquired a work visa for him. For eight 
months, he drove fork-lifts, w'ailed tables and 


the lost Marleys 


w i tiknl i m the Oirvder .iwmtbly line, then he quit 

, a ‘ lun »I to Jamaica, w here Unngs were ir<iu 3- 
.iblx dilteicnu Ska fax! c< sited, rock (Steady’s slow- 
er, he.wict rhuhm> wrie foiging wtiui would he 
jegg.jc. and the visit ol Haile SeJasaf, Emperor (rf 
huiHipu. Ii;k 1 Ict'i a pnifound impression on the 
K.uig stun music scene 

Marley bejNui studying Rasta doctrine, and 
aitenipmd bi sidestep the pirates who run the 
Janutican recoid business bv setting up his own 
record kihel and shop, Wiul ‘".N'Soiil *M. But. after 
just oik* release, the company was in financial trou- 
ble ;tnd Mariey. Rita and her child Sharon moved 
avk to St Ann to tanti sinne land left to his motl>- 
er. Alter tailing ii» procure a tractor from hLs uncles, 
lie nimej Kick to Kingston and ser about releasing 
Jitore vuigtes on Win! *N’ Soul 'M. This is where 
i he C ouiplctc Waiters finidics — chasing up these 
obscure lyteasus ih;u The Waiters and Rita sold by 
hand in KingsKHi. Of couin^ the collection should 
suixt Ijcro. Ixit the legal wrangling over Martey's 
csMe continues u» pi oh mg even seemingly simple 
mailers. 

Marley. by now the latlK*r of two children, wus 
itesperalely pi sir until D;inny Sims, a black Ameri- 
c:m eiitrcpreiK'ur wlm maiiiiged the soul singer 
Jolinny Nash. lK*ard about tile precocious song- 
writer and signed hint and las Iclkiw VWuters to a 
puhlisliiug and management deal dial saw them 
each receive a weekly letainvr of Si 00. 

Tile W;iiler\ kept reeunling for a v.inety of labels 
and producers, but further Jamaican success was 
elusiv e. This Is w lien: Han 1 suns, and the first CD 
is all Sims productions, with 11 k* Waiters accompa- 
nied by US sessiunmen. including Hugh Masekela, 
a.s they try to forge a sound eompaiihle with black 
.American tastes — tliey even tRinhl'ornud James 
Bnnvn's Say It la>ud, i*»n Black And I'm Proud 
inut Black Progress. 

By 1970, frustrated by his lack of success, he 
shifted his t;untly back to Delaware and reUinted to 
Chrysler \ assembly line. Within months of set- 
tling. Marley received call-up papers from the 
American niiliuiry. Ti» avoid Vieuiam. he once 
again returned hi Jamaica and hooked up wttli the 
man who would becona- the most famous reggae 
producer of all time; 1 are Perry. 

Hie Waiters met Perry when he was Coxsone 
Dodd's chief engineer. 

Having tired of Dodd’s autocratic personality. 
Perry tukl br.mclied out on his own. assembling 
some of the best young musicians in Kingstun and 
dubbing tliemThe Hippie Boys. In 1969 he scored 
a top five UK hit with Return Of Django. Teaming 
The Hippie Boys with The Waiters provided Mar- 
ley with (lie backing band that would stay with him 
hr tile rest of his litc. Perry' also encouraged Mar- 
ley’s .songwriting ui confront political and social 


injustice. 

Duppy Cunquerer was issued as a 45 at the aid 
of 1971) and immediately climbed the Jamaican 
chans. The Waiters were back, gukted by a record 
producer wrio would 'ptert' his new vinyl releases 
fa his garden tt> ensure ihdr health. Around this 
time, the Jancauai soccer 
star Alan Cote befriended 
The Writers anti helped 
finance their Tuff Gong 
record label. 

The title was a nickname 
lur Martey. and its first an- 
gle, Trench Tbwn Rock, 
made if to number one in 
the summer of 1971. 

Danny Sum (hen flew Martey to 
Sit xrkholm to write songs for the sound- 
track of a film Johnny Nash wus starring in, 
but the film project wm a disaster and a promised 
tour supporting Nash never materiaftsed. By 1972, 
the Wahers wet? in London, ureter threat of impris- 
onment because of a large package of marijuana 
that had been sou their way and intercepted by cuv 
leans. Something drastic had to be done. Marley 
engineered a meeting with the Island Records boss, 
Chris BlackwelL Little did anyone realise that the 
(teal agreed upon by a while and a black Jamaican 
would unleash the Thud World's first .superstar, one 
who. in eight brief years, would outshine all others. 

If this is where the Martey story most of us know 
begins, it is where the Complete Bob Martey And 
Tbe Waiters ends. Mariey’s transition to 
international draw is a fascinating and well docu- 
mented one. He would soot lose Tosh and Living- 
stone, develop a ruck-flavoured reggae, and regu- 
larly ransack his buck catalogue to provide songs 
for Island albums. 

Authorities on reggae consider the 1967-72 peri- 
od to be Martey's finest, and, until now, it has been 
available only in tie most piecemeal farm. The 
three men who set about die mammoth task of 
tracking down all (hut die Waiters recorded during 
this five-year period are, appropriately, from three 
different nations. Roger Steffens is from the US, 
Bruno Blum tn «n France and Jeremy Coflingwood 
from the UK. All are Marley archivists and, for 
Stcfl'ens and Blum, it has occupied almost every 
day of the last two years. 

On their treasure hum. Steffens. Blum and 
Collingwood found 23 tracks that hod never been 
released - some of which Livingstone (the only sur- 
viving Waiter, Tosb was murdered in 1987) had no 
recollection of recording. When the masters could 
not be found they had to transfer from the original 
vinyl single to Abbey Road's digital studio. 

’We nuiMcrcd everything fa some indescribable 
confusiun of different versions, wrongly titled 


songs, previously unrcleased mixes, neurotic rival 
collectors and izuntdibk bootlegs’ Blran recalls 
•We tore our dreadlocks lac at night, but all the 
isles of tapes and hyper-funky Jamaican singles 
were finally gathered, sorted, filed and at last saved 
in djgiiaJdom.’ Their obsession was such that when 
a master tape proved to haw been erased, they 
would faun down a copy of the missing single. One 
such single, Selassie In The Chapel, was a deft re- 
write of the doowop standard. Crying In The 
Qiapel, and die first time Martey committed his 
Rasta beliefs to vinyL It also appeared that only 26 
copies had ever been pressed — they were used 
solely as gifts to Rasta households. Collingwood 
managed to track down a cqpv. although it set him 
bock LI, 000. 

•'What I’ve learnt from this project — and 1 knew 
quite a lot beforehand — Ls wtua an incredibly pro- 
lific, hardworking individual Martey was," says 
Collingwood. 

So extraordinary' was the brief life of this mixed- 
race country boy thai it is difficuh to discern fact 
from fiction; his posthumous Island compilation 
was simply and apdy titled Legend. Within his 36 
yea's he pioneered and popularised a farm of mod- 
em music that remains hugely influen tial, survived 
an assassinati on attempt, fathered between 11 
(legally recognised) and 30 (friends’ estimate) chil- 
dren, became a symbol of the uprisings in Rhode- 
sia and in apartheid South Africa, and promoted 


unity both in strife-tom Jamaica and abroad. 

His mother, among many, helps spin Martey 
myths by saying he possessed visionary powers 
arid at seven was refusing a local fortune teller’s 
offer to read his palm with' "Me don't do that no 
more. Me a singer now." And white legal battles 
rage round the estate — Rita Martey (resented a 
fake will in an attempt, to take total control; Bunny 
Livingstone is suing for a third of the current value 
of Tuff Gong although he left the Whitens in 1974 
— the real Marley, his music and wisdom are as far 
from us as ever. 

The Complete Bob Martey And The Waiters 
1967-72 lakes us much, much closer. Artistically, it 
is the equivalent of stumbling upon Picasso's com- 
plete cubist works after years of having considered 
them link more than preparatory sketches for 
Guernica 

“It’s much more important than has been realised 
at the moment,” says Collingwood. "What we see 
as the Third World will be a much greater force in 
the 21st century and Bob was a harbinger of that. 
Also, the fact that he’s multiracial and brought peo- 
ple together, that’s something I see for the fixture." 
On reservations as in suburbs, in the city and in the 
country, in the first, second and third worlds, people 
will continue to draw strength from the man who 
billed himself ’Soul Rebel’ 

— The Guardian 




"V 


rT rtien ._ An elephant pup seal looking precious for a photo 

‘Alright, alright, just one mor ® ph °“ " ia || y commended by judges of the ‘BBC Wildlife Pho- 
; taken by Edmund Fellows which organised by BBC Wildlife Magazine and the 


. rtiuym, emiyiiH . . . flS cnecjaliy commenueu wy — ” “ . . ^ 

.taken by Edmund Fellows organised by BBC Wildlife Magazine and the 

> tographer of the Year’ eompeOTO-^ pictures from 60 different countries 

:>UM Natural Histoiy Museum, attracted zo.uuu r 


Wild forests recede into memory 


By Sam Vulum 

IN HIS 38 years, landowner Marion 
Kuelinad has witnessed dramatic 
changes from deforestation to his native 
land in Papua New Guinea. 

The virgin forest thar drckd his village 
in the Gogol area of Madang province 
and which once teemed with binds, wild 
pigs, fish and wallabies, has long gone. 
The land now barely supports the culti- 
vation of taro, a plant with edible roots. 

Marlon believes the soil has been 
destroyed by eucalyptus trees that have 
been planted to replace the logged forest. 
Logging first began in his native area 
when he was 13 with the arrival of 
Japanese loggers, who had a policy of 
clear-out logging, in which every tree in 
sight was felled 

Using his skills as a graphic artist, 
Marlon has captured the forest, be 
remembers in a 50-page hardcover book 
entitled My Memories of the Life in the 
Forest. There are drawings of riversides, 
canopied with bush vines and canes 
while the text is equally descriptive of 
tbeforesL 

No other commercial sector is as dis- 
turbing as the forest industry to rural 
Papua New Guineas. It has been subject 
to ongoing controversies since its intro- 
duction in the 1970s. 

It was the subject of a comprehensive 
commission of inquiry fa the 1980s — 
resulting in the jailing of two politicians. 
The Worid Bank has also been heavily 
involved in the preparation of a tropical 
forest action plan fa the 1990s. 

Money laundering by foreign contrac- 
tors, bribery and corruption involving 
politicians and widespread destruction 
of the environment are some stinging 
issues which continue to plague the 
industry. 

The forest industry is the only large- 
scale industry fa Papua New Guinea 
which directly involves the resource 
owners fa its operations. Landowners 
form companies to woric fa partnership 
with foreign contractors fa the harvest- 
ing of their trees. A government arrange- 
ment allows landbwners to receive direct 
royalty payments from the sale of their 
logs and to own shares fa the landowner 
companies. 

But in a country where people’s liveli- 
hoods depend entirely on the land and its 
resources, any severe tampering with the 
land means complete dcstniction of their 
lives. 

Unfortunately, this is what die forest 
industry is doing to their once largely tra- 
ditional and simple living standards, 
while ignoring die government’s sustain- 
able forestry management guidelines. 

As long as the current trend is main- 
tained, their fixture will be at stake. 

The World Bank had once warned 


Papua New Guinea that although the 
bulk of its rainforest was still intact, 
uncurbed felling would seal its fate. 

The latest ^formation available on 
Papua New Guinea forests indicates thai 
of the country’s 42 million hectares of 
forested area, around 15 million hectares 
are deemed suitable for commercial 
forestry. Of this, six million hectares are 
currently accessible and offer the 
prospect for profitable logging. 

Forest Minister Peter Anil, who was a 
senior executive of a timber landowner 
company before entering politics, 
believes reforestation is the only way to 
safeguard the landowners’ future. He has 
vowed to see it carried out by all logging 
companies during his term of office. 

“1 have found that a great deal has been 
written about sustainability and about 
reforesting logged areas, but there is 
proof thar this has not been a priority ” 
Ami said. 

The previous governments totally 
failed the landowners and the nation on 
this issue.” 

He wants to see money from the exist- 
ing reforestation levy trust account used 
to develop tree plantations owned by the 
landowners, on their land. 

"After all. it is their money, their land 
and it was their trees that were cut down 
in the first place, millions of trees fa fact. 
But the Forest Authority has been a fail- 
ure as a tree plantation developer and 
manager,” Aral said. 

The authority is a government statuto- 
ry body ehaiged with the responsibility 
of overseeing the overall affairs of the 
forest industry. 

The forest industry’s position is boost- 
ed because, like other export commodi- 
ties, it’s an important contributor to the 
national economy. In the quarter that 
ended in June, forestry exports con- 
tributed Kina 36 million (10 Kina = 
$4.36) to the national purse. 

Timber projects also provide other 
vital services which the government has 
been slow to build like roads, bridges, 
school, medical services, airstrips, recre- 
ational and sporting facilities, rural 
employment and modem permanent 
houses. 

However, only a handful understand 
the nature of their projects. The majority, 
who are illiterate, blindly accept what is 
happening to their lives. 

The few literate locals have teamed up 
with foreign contractors to take advan- 
tage of the majority’s illiteracy rather 
than to help the landowners benefit wise- 
ly from their projects. 

Most end up spending all their money 
on short-terra gains instead of investing 
fa their frame, indulging excessively on 
alcohol and buying trucks and cars. Oth- 
ers go on expensive trips to towns and 
cities where they spend extravagantly on 


hotel accommodation and meals, and 
hire cars and women. 

Many abandon their usual source of 
income, their copra and cocoa planta- 
tions, as well as their food gardens, 
because with the royalty money, they are 
able to buy food from stores. 

This heavy dependence proved disas- 
trous for thousands in recent months 
when the industry crumbled in the .Asian 
economic crisis. Log buyers fa Asia, the 
only PSpua New Guinea log market, 
stopped buying because they did not 
have the money, forcing many loggers fa 
Papua New Guinea to close business. 

Most landowner companies, once 
heavily dependent on logging funds, 
also dosed down their operations. 

Landowners were forced to return to 
their gardens and their coconut and 
copra plantations. For many, it is like 
starting all over again. 

The change has made some look again 
at their lives and reflect upon the effects 
of deforestation. 

The changes are captured fa Marion’s 
book in which he writes: "1 used to roam 
the forest with my brothers and friends... 
There were rivers nearby and every- 
where flowing with pure healthy water. 
In the afternoon, we would enjoy swim- 
ming fa the river. We would spear the 
fish, and make a fire to cook tbq fish on 
the riverside.” . 

Today, many landowners have to walk 
long distanced to find suitable grounds 
for ff mtening and hunting or good drink- 
ing water because most of their land and 
rivers have been destroyed or taken up 
by logging activities. 

Marion has taken his story outside of 
Papua New Guinea. His book is now 
being published fa Japanese. During an 
exhibition in Tokyo, the publisher 
J iyukokumin-Sba was captured by his 
colour-ink drawings. 

The book has been translated into 
Japanese by Sister Yasuko Shimizu, an 
environmentalist and Catholic nun from 
Japan. 

Marlon is particularly disturbed by the 
revelation that 70 per cent of Japan is 
covered by forest and yet Japanese com- 
panies keep coming to Papua New 
Guinea to log — a fact he discovered 
during a trip to/apan. 

He writes: "I couldn’t understand why 
Japan preserves its own forest trees, and 
has been cutting and destroying our 
forests and environment. Japan's log- 
ging fa Papua New Guinea has caused a 
great deal of suffering to the people as 
well as the whole natural life of the rain- 
forests which have supported us for 
many generations.” 

— Gemini Navs 
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rael leaves 1 999 budget 
tact, cuts GDP estimate 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Israeli Treasury offi- 
cials. presenting the 1999 
draft budget on Monday, left 
intact the spending plan 
approved by the cabinet in 
September but downgraded 
growth projections for the 
economy. 

The government will pre- 
rent next year's 215 billion 
shekel iS5i.3 billion) budget 
to parliament on Tuesday for 
the first of three readings. The 
budget must be approved by 
January 1. 

"I hope that the budget 
doesn't turn into a political 
axe lo grind." Finance Minis- 
ter Yaacov Neeman told a 
news conference. 

Last week the government 
lost two budget battles when 
the legislature voted to 
increase salaries for senior 
civil servants and passed a law 
t'* offer a hefty’ discount to 
tenants in public-sector hous- 
ing who want to buy their 
homes. 

The spending package 
includes more money for 
infrastructure in a bid to give a 
boost to Israel’s sagging eco- 
nomic growth. 

Bui the budget is likely to 
meet opposition as the Trea- 
sury said its main policy thrust 
remains to cut spending and 
the budget deficit in relation to 
gross domestic product 
tGDP). 

Neeman said keeping to the 
targeted reduction of the 
deficit to 2.0 per cent of GDP 


from this year's 2.4 per cent 
was critical for bringing infla- 
tion lower next year. 

"If. and I emphasise the 
word if. parliament approves 
the budget framework for 
1999 the way it is presented 
here, namely the continuation 
of the reduction of the deficit 
to 2.0 per cent of GDP...we 
will definitely be able to meet 
the inflation tareet of four per 
cem." Neeman said. 

Treasury officials said they 
had revised key parts of their 
economic forecast for next 
year downward. Most impor- 
tant iv they said GDP would 
grow- a projected 2.0-2.5 per 
cent, down from an earlier 2.5 
per cenu 

"In July we were talking 
about (annual) inflation of 
three to four per cent and the 
shekel was half to one per cent 
above the strong edge of its 
trading band, " State Revenues 
Commission Tripi Galyam 
said, explaining the revisions. 

The shekel has taken a sharp 
slide against the dollar since 
August, rekindling inflation. 
On Monday, the Bank of 
Israel responded by announc- 
ing a steep 2.-0 per centage 
point hike in the Israeli base 
rates to 1 1.5 percent 

“The economy chat we saw 
was very different from the 
economy that we see today," 
Galyam said. 

As late as last week Nee- 
man said there would be no 
need to change growth fore- 
casts. 


Nevertheless, the budget 
sees tax revenues growing 2.9 
per cent to 124.5 billion 
shekels based on 2.5 per cent 
GDP growth. The Treasury 
said it hoped stepped-up col- 
lections would add a 0.4 bil- 
lion shekels to (he tax take. 

The budget calls for financ- 
ing an anticipated S.l billion 
shekel deficit by raising 4.6 
billion shekels from privatisa- 
tions of state-owned enterpris- 
es. just 2.6 billion shekels 
from domestic borrowing and 
just 0.9 billion shekels from 
overseas borrowing. 

In 1999, the Treasury said, 
expenditure would reach 
I 83.3 billion shekels. 46.5 per 
cent of GDP, down from 47 
per cent this year. The tax bur- 
den as a per centage of GDP is 
due to rise to 31.9 per cent 
from 31.4 per cent for 1998, 
but the Treasury said that was 
due to greater enforcement of 
tax collection rather than from 
higher rates. 

"In J 999 there will be a half 
per cent decrease in expendi- 
ture in relation to the econo- 
my. I think that in light of the 
drop in growth that’s an 
important acheivemenC Trea- 
sury Budget Director David 
Milgrom said 

The 1999 budget includes 
what the Treasury said was the 
first real increase in defence 
expenditure in 10 years. Mil- 
grom said the package includ- 
ed a real increase in defence 
spending of 670 million 
shekels. 


Suit banks told to cut 
risks, consider mergers 


DOHA iR) — Banks in Gulf 
Arab states should reduce 
exposure to risky products and 
consider mergers to cope with 
an economic downturn caused 
by slumping oil prices, senior 
banlting officials said 

But central bank chiefs and 
)ther leading bankere told a 
Doha conference, which ended 
on Sunday, that tire region 
would not face the same tur- 
moil that has hit regions like 
.Asia. 

“Though imminently I do not 
see a dinger to our financial 
institutions nor a reason to fear 
what is happening in other 
?ans of the world the decrease 
in oil prices has affected expen- 
diture and restricted financial 
mu' emenis." Saudi Arabian 
Monetary Agency (SAMA) 
Governor Hamad Saud Al- 
Sayyarr said. 

He «aid the Gulf economic 
efimate remained good and 
rinks had performed well. 
)• io «i Gulf currencies w ere also 
s-able. he said with the excep- 


tion of the Saudi rival. 

But the central banker said 
the drop in oil prices posed a 
“major challenge." 

Spending plans of Gulf Arab 
states, which rely on oil exports 
for about 75 per cent of their 
.income, have been derailed due,,, 
to a 30 per cent slump in oil 
prices this year. : : ■ 

The oil price fell was partly 
blamed for putting pressure on 
the Saudi rival in August, 
although SAMA fended off 
speculators. 

Most currencies of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
— an alliance that comprises 
Bahrain, Kuwait. Oman. Qatar. 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates — are linked to 
the dollar. 

"GCC economies are still in 
good shape compared to other 
countries and regions.” Bahrain 
Monetary Agency Governor 
Abdullah Saif said. 

Gulf Arab stares, shy about 
foreign investment, have 
escaped Lire kind of crisis expe- 


rienced in Asia where fright- 
ened investors have withdrawn 
their funds. 

But officials said the more 
austere climate encourages 
caution. "The slump in oil 
prices has affected the 
-economies of the GCC states 
and on a personal level I feel 
banks and financial institutions 
should be cautious." said UAE 
Central Bank Governor Sultan 
Ben Nasser Suweidi. 

"Banks should advise their 
clients not to invest in high-risk 
ventures or capacity expansion 
especially at this stage," be 
added. 

Ghazi Abdul-Jawad, presi- 
dent of regional giant Arab 
Banking Corp. said banks had 
an increasingly demanding role 
to play. They needed to raise 
$40 billion-560 billion over the 
next 10 years for project 
finance, he said. 

"If any bank wishes to raise 
deposits it can be achieved only 
through mergers." he said. 


WTO mulls shift in 
accession strategy 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
World Trade Organisation, 
(WTO), worried about the 
snails-paced process of 
accession, is mulling a seri- 
ous shift in strategy .to 
speed up new entries and 
cut the bulging backlog, 
trade officials said. 

Currently, some 30 candi- 
dates, including China. 
Russia. Saudi Arabia and 
Vietnam, are waiting to join 
the world trade watchdog, 
which currently has 132 
members. 

China, the oldest — and 
weightiest — name on the 
waiting list, began its bid 
almost 1 2 years ago. 

Diplomats say China’s 
efforts are currently at a 
standstill, as Beijing focus- 
es ou pressing domestic 
economic matters amid 
financial turmoil in Asia. 

Algeria is another old- 
timer. A working party to 
handle Algiers’ WTO mem- 
bership drive was set up in 
June 1987. just a few 
months after China's. 

"There is in Brussels and 
Washington and in the 
(WTO) director general's 
office a notion that some- 
thing must be done,” said 
one official. 

The WTO wants to find 
an approach which sends 
signals to countries negoti- 
ating entry that it is not 
turning its back on them, 
the official said. 

WTO Director General 
Renato Ruggiero “views 
the acceleration question as 
one of the most important 
in his mandate,’’ said WTO 
Director of Information 
Keith Rockwell. 

"There is a growing body 
of support within the WTO 
for a creative and flexible 
approach to the question of 
accessions." he said. 

According to trade offi- 
cials. one idea in circula- 
tion is to have a super- 
intensive negotiation, a so- 
called "accessions round" 
irr the words of one Euro- 
pean official. 

Another idea is for some 
son of provisional acces- 
sion status, so that coun- 
tries could benefit from 
some of the perks, while 
formally remaining outside 
of the system. 

But the second proposal 
raises problems, notably 
that WTO-aspirers might 
lack motivation to work 
hard for the real thing if 
they enjoy some privileges. 

“The director general has 
held a number of consulta- 
tions with key members 
and has urged them to make 
every effort to accelerate 
the process,” Rockwell 
said. 


Thai deputy prime minis- 
ter Supachai Panitcbpakdi. 
one of four contender* 
vying ro succeed Ruggiero 
when his mandate ends in 
ApriL said the cases of 
China and Russia in partic- 
ular were "of some 
urgency" 

Referring to Beijing's 12- 
year saga, he said in Gene- 
va last week: "It's been too 
long and we must address 
this issue seriously to find u 
way out." 

Not one country has actu- 
ally joined the world trade 
watchdog this year though 
in early October members 
approved the succession of 
Latvia and Kirghizsian. 
who must now ratify their 
protocols domestically to 
be confirmed as members. 

In 1997 four countries — 
Congo, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (the for- 
mer Zaire), Panama and 
Mongolia were admitted. 

Joining is a painstaking 
process, involving the 
applicant setting out clear 
commitments to open mar- 
kets in trade in goods and 
services — a highly techni- 
cal job. 

The process culminates in 
a consensual approval of u 
newcomer’s "protocol of 
accession." The WTO. 
mindful of the needs of 
poor countries, offers tech- 
nical help. 

There is an added 
urgency to bring waiting 
countries on board as soon 
as possible. 

The WTO faces the 
prospect of a new millenni- 
um negotiating round that 
could sap much of its tune, 
energy and expertise while 
requiring further market 
opening concessions from 
those hoping to join. 

But most pundits dismiss 
any chance of China, the 
world's 10th largest trading 
power, coming in before 
2000 . 

U.S. Trade Representa- 
tive Charlene Barshevsky 
said recently in Brussels 
that China's accessions 
negotiations have been 
"very, very slow." 

"Slower than we. and I 
think slower than the Euro- 
peans would like to see." 

Washington has fought 
China's desire to enter the 
WTO on developing coun- 
try terms, while Beijing has 
accused the U.S. adminis- 
tration of constantly chang- i 
ing the admission goal 
posts. 

For the moment, China's 
WTO bid is on the back- 
burner while it grapples 
with domestic reforms and 
slowing exports, trade offi- 
cials said. 


accessions 
have been 
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No trade in Egypt pound-dollar interbank market 


CAIRO (R) — The Egypt- 
ian pound was not traded 
against the dollar in the prU 
vate interbank market, 
where dollars remained 
scarce, bankers said. 

Only one of the six usual- 


ly active banks quoted 
rates, of 3.4250 pounds bid 
and 3.4275 pounds offered. 
It did not deal. 

On Sunday one bank 
quoted 3.4230 pounds bid 
and 3.4260 pounds offered. 


Another bank quoted a bid 
rate of 3.4300 pounds. 

Neither bank traded. 

The Central Bank calcu- 
lated the average exchange 
rate at midday at 3.414665 
buy and 3.427159 sell. 
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THE BETTER HALF- By Glasbergen 


ACROSS 
1 Petulant 
7 Vehement 
denunciation 

15 Enticement 

16 Acted 
maternally 

17 Andes herd 

18 To the ends of 
the Earth? 

19 Olympic sleds 

20 Saint James or 
Sarandon 

21 Caspian 

22 Small snakes 

23 Parts of shoes 

24 Ship's tiller 

25 ae la Plata 

26 Mystery 
pointers 

27 'The Bells of 

St. ‘ 

20 Marino's team 

30 Luau fere 

31 Assumed a 
scornful 
expression 

32 Straw hats 

36 Atmosphere 

37 Annual 
celebration 

38 Stein civil-rights 
leader 

41 Cosecants' 
reciprocals 

42 Ms. Gardner 

43 Moral 

mis judgments 

44 Ditties 

45 Singer 
Campbell 

46 Hot quaff 

47 Scholarly 
books 

48 Might 

43 Captivates 

51 Mental 
confidence 

52 Beings 

53 Team makeup 

54 Wanton 
slaughter 

55 Knights' 
charges 

DOWN 

1 Green-headed 
ducks 

2 Trick of the aye 

3 Colors' Staff 


P P P 1* 15 


By Tom Pruce 

Chicago, IL 

4 Irritating smoke 

5 Periods 

6 Some:Fr. 

7 Small vials 

8 Ropes for 
rustlers 

9 Mythical 
strongman 

10 Subsequently 

11 Do axe work 

12 Graphite 
remover 

13 Only just 

14 Macabre 
cartoonist 
Charges 

20 Audible waves 

23 Craftier 

24 Cuba neighbor 

26 Rock or 
Schenk el 

27 Castles' 
defenses 

29 Boses and 
Barttetts 

30 Stances 

32 Elaine's last 
name on 
•Seinfeld’ 

33 Determine 
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Significance 

34 Separated, as 
threads 

35 Maligns 

37 Subtlety 

38 Regard 

39 Capital on the 
Danube 

40 Makes into law 


41 Fort near 
Charleston 

44 Quinine water 

45 Prickly 
Highland plant 

47 Casual farewell 

48 Old codger 

51 Fem.a3dress 


f HERE, 5PIKE.. > 
I BROUGHT YOU 
SOME TAPIOCA.. 


MOM SAYS YOU HAD 
DISTEMPER, BUT 
YOU'RE SETTING 
BETTER.. ^ 


'MAYBE YOU'LL BE > 
ABLE TO 60 
l HOME SOON.. > 


DON T CURE ME. 
THIS IS A 
GOOD LIFE.. 



Andy Capp 






eiAS&Efzs&i 



“We switched to decaf at worfc. 
As soon as the boss falls asleep, 
we all go home.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

« by H«nrl Anraki and Mtka A/glrton 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. ' 


WAHSS 


Everyone net In tine 




SCETOK 


nsm 


now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested tw the above cartoon. 


( (Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: ENEMY ERASE ISLAND SUBMIT 
Answer A poor way to buy real estate — 

SITE UNSEEN 
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Business & Finance 


Beat 


review of news from the Arabic Press 


Kanaan: Adjustment policy will continue 
as ong as there is an imbalance in the budget 

* tuc r.n\?rnMi . 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, October 27, 1998 



** THE GOVERNMENT is working r» n 
an economic/hnancia! programme Hut 
would meet the priorities of the nations 
economy and the needs and reqmre 
raents of the next stage, said Tahcr 
Kanaan. the minister of state for devel- 
opment affairs. He indicated that the pro- 
gramme aims at rectifying the imbal- 
ances and deficits in Lhc 1999 " ene r,i 
budget. c-eneral 

Pointing out that the budeet deficit has 
dropped to its lowest level this vear 
Kanaan stressed that the economic 
adjustment policy will continue as lone 
as there is an imbalance in the budeet 
He explained that in order to benefit 
from the international loans and debt 
rescheduling and to convince the credi- 
tors of the economic programme and to 
continue to receive additional facilities, 
the comprehensive economic pro- 
gramme is the basis for future plan. 

Kanaan indicated that there are three 
imbalances that should be remedied. He 
listed them as being : 

1) The slight imbalance in the balance 
of payment as expons and remittances 
from expatriates are still less than the 
expenditures due to regional conditions. 

2} The deficit in the Kingdom’s gener- 
al budget as government spending Is still 
higher than the revenues due lo weak 
local growth. 

3) The importance of main mining suf- 
ficient foreign currency reserve for at 
least one year to stabilise the value of the 
dinar. 

Any imbalance in this reserve will lead 
to higher interest rates. 

Kanaan revealed that the government 
has plans with regards to the financial 


policy and that such plans aim at renie- 
d>,mg all these imbalances whether on 
the spending side or government earn- 
ings. He said that adjustment pro- 
grammes .ue always attached to specific 
timetables and specific ratios. "The new 
government programme is not tied to 
anything expect rectifying all the afore- 
mentioned imbalances to arrive at a bal- 
ance between revenues and spending bv 
the government. 

Meanwhile, the Consultative Council 
Sundaj began to meet under the chair- 
manship of the prime minister to discuss 
the general outlines for the 1999 gener- 
al budget. The council will contiuue to 
meet until the budget figures are 
approved in the final lomi. 

Preliminary data estimates the budget 
to total around JD2.000 million and it is 
expected that the revenue will cover gen- 
eral spending. 

The general outline lbr the 1999 bud- 
get stresses lower government consump- 
tion rate, consolidation of investment 
opportunities for the benefit of the pri- 
vate sector, boosting local revenues as a 
result of higher efficiency in collecting 
direct and indirect taxes and other finan- 
cial resources. This carries special 
importance in light of shrinking financial 
flows from outside sources allocated in 
lhc form of aid and credits. 

The director general of the General 
Budget Department told Al Aswuq that a 
team from the International Monetary 
Fund tlMFt is still in Jordan and that ihe 
IMF delegation has looked at the techni- 
cal aspects in preparing the budget lAI 
Aswaq). 


Bourse chief says Cairo 
could be financial hub 


CAIRO f R I — Egypt’s 
stock exchange chairman 
believes Cairo could 
become a financial huh lor 
(he Middle Fiast and Africa 
if it switches focus to ser- 
vices lroin industry. 

"Cairo needs to establish 
itself as a financial huh lor 
the region," Sherd RjjIji 
told a weekend seminar. 
"This region has no 
hub... fivery single market 
in this region is at various 
stages of development and 
everyone is going his nun 
way.” 

lie said Egypt had 
focused for loo long on 
trying to be a manufactur- 
ing nation, but would have 
to develop services if it 
wanted to he a financial 
centre and attract multina- 
tionals. 

"Cairo needs a natural 
extension — 50 or Ml 
acres of land, proper office 
imildings. facilities, 

telecommunications. 

access, parking... Are there 
facilities in Cairo today 
(hat can actually lulfill the 
needs of multinationals in 
a big way? None.” 

KuatJt said Cairo was at 
the crossroads of ihe Mid- 
dle Hast and Africa, and a 
natural huh lor laud, sea oi 
air transport. 

"We are uniquely locat- 
ed, hut we are unable to 
maximise our location and 
that is a sorry stale ot 
affairs,” he declared. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) a older person wants to be 
obeyed, and you’d be smart to 
do so. This person either 
grades your exams or signs 
your paychecks. Actually, he 
or she has a sense of humour 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27. 1998 


ro clean your house this 
morning belore you leave for 
work. You may get the oppor- 
Mf tuniiy to invite an attractive 
person over tonight. You’d 


graoes your exams or signs : - : person uver tonigm. iou u 

your paychecks. Actually, he By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Scn-iccs, Inc. ] definitely like to do that, but if 

or she has a sense of humour = your living room is full of 

under that gm£f exterior. If you can activate it. this day could laundry, it could be awkward. If you’re prepared for any- 
turn out to be quite pleasurable. It won’t happen through thing, this could be a marvellous evening, 
wisecracks, by the way. Try complements instead. SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 » Trust the little 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Something you've been voice whispering in your ear. It’s a friendly one. You’re 
learning lately is going to be directly applicable on your job learning quickly, although it may not seem quickly enough, 

today. You see? You were right about that tax deduction. It A tough assignment and a tougher co-worker are actually 


wisecracks, by the way. Try complements instead. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Something you've been 
learning lately is going to be directly applicable on your job 
today. You see? You were right about that tax deduction. It 
really is job-related, even though it was fun. If you haven’t 
been learning anything like that, sign up for a class and 
make sure you get a receipt. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 2 1 ) There’s an easy way to get 
the money you need. You've got many interests and talents, 
so why shouldn't you have many jobs ? Your energy level is 


like more money is going out than coming in, but that’s OK. 
It’s for u good cause. It’s for education or travel, or possiblv 


so why shouldn't you have many jobs? Your energy level is both. If you don’t already have such an excursion m mind, 

very high, and there's still lime left in the day. You could wander on over to die university. You may find an oiler you 

f. ill. inhc Ifimn'rp lit-r- mnd r.'tn'l resist 


cram in two or three full-time jobs. If you're like most Gem- 
inis, you're hyperactive and hyper-smart. So why not get 
hyper-rich?. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) You're in love, and « might 
even be with a person you’ve known for years. This looks 
like a recommitment — one you find fascinating. While 
you're at it, let your kids (if any.) know’ you 11 always be 
there for them. Of course, they already knew that, but it s 
always nice to hear it again. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Your body may be at work 
today, but your heart and mind are back home. There s a 
problem you’re trying to solve, and every time you come up 
with a solution, the other person seems to argue. It could be 
a struggle for dominance, and that’s a game nobody wins. If 
you give up trying to control, you could access true power. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You're learning new 
things all the time and that’s making you more attractive. 
You’re being noticed by people the next level up. Don t 
worry about a thing. You look marvellous. You II be able to 
handle the stress of being immensely popular. You can get 
over your initial shyness and become the star you ve always 
known deep inside you are. 

LIBRA: (.September 23 to October 22.1 You probably ought 


can't resist. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 19) This is a 
good day for you. You’re strong, decisive, confident and 
pushing.* You’re getting good help from your friends, and 
you’re providing direction as needed. It’s a good symbiotic 
relationship, which could le;id to an increase in income. Put 
it right into savings. Looks like that’s the best spot for it 
now. 

AQUARIUS: (January 20 to February 18) You’re getting 
shoved into a comer and you don’t like it. Hold your com- 
ments a while longer, however. By tomorrow, you'll be in a 
much stronger position. Right now, the deck is slacked 
against you. Instead of getting into a brawl, watch and lis- 
ten. Figure out what’s going on before you decide what to 
do next. The tortoise won the race, remember?. 

PISCES: (February 19 to March 20) A goal you have in 
mind is achievable and could be less work than you feared. 
It could land in your lap without your doing much of any- 
thing. You were willing to do the work, though, and that s 
important. It makes a good impression, and it might have 
been one of the reasons you’re lucking out like this. 

Birthstone of October: Opal — Tourmaline 


Cairo should aim to he 
"the low -cost processing 
centre for computer soil- 
ware industry, not just for 
Egypt bui tor Africa,” and 
make use of its youngsters 
with software expertise. 

He said the Cairo stock 
exchange expected to 
install a new trading sys- 
tem by the summer ot 1999 
as part of .in exien-trie 
modernisation launched 
since he look over in July 
1997. 

The next cliallenge Was 
tu spread a "shareholding 
culture” beyond the main 
cities of Cairo and Alexan- 
dria and find ways of 
bringing financial intorma- 
lion to ordinary Egyptian 
households. 

Raatat said Ihe stock 


exchange now had a mere 
half a million shareholders, 
but should he able to tap at 
least fixe million people 
with IO.GGO pounds 
(S3.0fitJi or so lo ir.xest. 

"Every household should 
be able to invest if you arc 
going to privatise your 
telecoms, your electricity.” 
he said. 

Bui to get more Egyp- 
tians inxob.ed in the stock 
market w ould require 
building infrastructure. 
"We don't haxe data net- 
works. we don't have com- 
munications. electronic 
banking, a payment system 
network," Raafat lamented. 

Egypt would have to 
improve weak distribution 
channels io achieve a mar- 
ket with the key qualities 


of liquidity and depth, 
without relying on foreign 
investment flows. 

Raafat said the stock 
exchange had signed an 
agreement with its coun- 
terpart iu Madrid recently 
tor a project to disseminate 
financial information to a 
nationwide audience. 

“That means using tele- 
vision. satellite -based sys- 
tems. being able to have 
the brokers on a satellite 
network.” he said. “You 
ha\ e a private network 
superimposed upon a pub- 
lic network” 

Users would be able to 
access information about 
Egyptian and other region- 
al markets, transmitted via 
Egypt’s Nile Sat satellite, 
on their television sets or 


personal computers. 

“The next stage is to 
interact with that informa- 
tion, to buy, to sell, to be 
active.” Raafat said. 

"Then you have to think 
of vour whole PTT (tele- 
phone) network, your 
whole infrastructure that 
allows an order to go from 
a household or a broker to 
the floor of the exchange." 

He said banks should be 
licensed to participate in 
such a system. "We can't 
depend on purely the bro- 
kerage community, partic- 
ularly as some are under- 
capitalised." he added. 

"We are at the beginning 
of the road and there is still 
a lot to be done.” Raafat 
said. 
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PAST 12 MOUTHS 


PATTY'S HAMS 


S 355 500 170.000 ARAB BANK 


JOX.iuT.'ottC BJT. 

HID. EAST 2 MV. BA. 
ZK30S7B1AL ORV.BX. 
THE HOUSING BY . 

JO*. GULP um 
JO*. ISLAMIC BANK 
JOB. 1 XV. r IN. BANK 
Uir.AI.-MU. (REITNA) 
PHZLADXL. ZMV.BX. 


VALOR OKU CLOSX CHANGE 
TRADED PRICE PRICE 
JO 

26390 203.00 203.00 


BANK SKCTOt TOTALS 


INDEX t 266.64 


2.100 2.100 JORDAN INSURANCE 

1.700 1.(00 KATL.AKL1A INJUR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX I 125.34 ICBC i -0.52 


JOR. ELECTRIC PUR. 
VMCLB. OWNERS RED. 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
ARAB ZVTZ..MV.EDUC. 
UNIFIED CO. 

UNITED FOR rlNAN.lNV 
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350 

658 
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4250 

4643 
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1.10 
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100 
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SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


4.110 

6.500 

11.250 

1.570 

7.350 
S.740 
1.460 
8.540 

6.350 
2.980 

.530 

.740 

.610 

.620 

1.760 

2.090 

.660 

1.470 

1.240 

1.560 

1.310 

1.220 

.730 

.670 


JOR. PHOSPHATE NINES 

12.3 

0.00 

79 

105350 

126863 

AJUB POTASH CO. 

17.1 

5.75 

1 

BOO 

2784 

JOR. PETROL. REFXJtART 

9.8 

8.78 

8 

564 

5689 

9O0LXN INDUSTRIES 

10.5 

7.52 

2 

3556 

3378 

J0R.M0R3TED MILLS 

7.4 

3.54 

1 

1300 

7345 

ARAB PRAAM. KANT. 

7.0 

2.94 

27 

6406 

16329 

JOB. FIFES KANTCr. 

8.7 

9.52 

2 

300 

315 

ARAB CKEH. DTRBSM. 

7.4 

7.52 

1 

750 

4988 

BAR ALDAKA DV.XNV. 

6.1 

6.86 

12 

2200 

11217 

ARAB ALUM. ZED. 

12.8 

14.45 

1 

50 

87 

LIVESTOCK B POULTRY 

12.5 

o.oo 

1 

300 

111 

RATIONAL STEEL XND. 

4 

0.00 

4 

1000 

468 

RATIONAL I»S. 

s 

0.00 

3 

430 

157 

JOR. ROCEWXJL XNDS. 

9 

0.00 

3 

250 

75 

9NXV.CHEH.ZND3. 

10.6 

7.69 

11 

3300 

3411 

KATL. CABLE MZXX.KPAC 

30.9 

0.00 

3 

450 

294 

JOR. SULPBD-GIXH 

7.0 

0.00 

2 

1000 

370 

ARAB PHARH.CKXH. 

12.9 

5.13 

2 

3250 

3803 

BN IV. MOOR. ZEDS. 

9.6 

10.00 

11 

7000 

4240 

KATL. CHLORINE 

8.2 

8.55 

2 

1000 

1163 

XNTL. TOBACCO 

7.4 

5.50 

5 

1050 

1113 

UNION CS. G VBC. 

10.2 

0.00 

4 

16675 

15341 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 

32.7 

0.00 

3 

1500 

990 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

9.6 

0.00 

12 

18150 

9620 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX i 71.70 *CSC« -0.52 


CRAHD TOTAL XRDEZi 160.61 *0*0 1 -0.21 
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N 

.950 

.730 

AMfAN INSURANCE 

E 

0.00 

4 

30050 

27646 

.89 

.92 

.03+ 


.790 

.500 

UNION INV. 

9 

0.00 

3 

3200 

1696 

.54 

.53 

.01- 


.620 

.210 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 


0.00 

14 

23400 

5152 

.22 

.22 

— 


.220 

.090 

JOR. XNDS .MATCH- JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

6 

6750 

945 

.14 

.14 

- 


.430 

.200 

ARAB INTL.XBV.TRD. 

23.0 

0.00 

6 

4000 

800 

.21 

.20 

.01- 


.580 

.220 

NATL. MOLT. KNC.MAKI CO 

9 

0.00 

8 

5836 

1385 

.24 

.24 



.690 

.480 

KTUXAST PHARR. 90* 

X 

0.00 

1 

450 

171 

.48 

.48 

- 


2.160 

1.190 

UNION TOBACCO 87. S* 

13.5 

5.90 

2 

7000 

13965 

2.12 

2.12 

— 


.320 

.190 

INDS. EMC. 


0.00 

2 

1250 

263 

.22 

.21 

.01- 

H 

.950 ^530 - 

advanced pharma, nra. 


0.00 

8 

2350 

1246 

.54 

.53 

.01- 


.630 

.430 

NATL. POULTRY 


0.00 

2 

5250 

2B35 

.54 

.54 


N 

.950 

.320 

OPTICAL* HEARING CO. 

P 

0.00 

2 

200 

64 

.33 

.32 

.01- 

♦M 

1.310 

.640 

NUTRZDAR 

P 

0.00 

31 

71950 

45050 

.64 

.63 

.01- 

N 

1.000 

.690 

AL-EXBAL PRINTING CO 

10.8 

10.67 

2 

2500 

1775 

.71 

.71 


GRAND TOTAL 





93 

164204 

102995 
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Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished A Unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605 / 5920609 * 079530007 
Web Site is 

www.abdoun.com.jo 


[24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SEClfflE 

ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
. MOBILE TELEPHONES 


DAJAM JEWELLERS 


" A CARNIVAL OF STYLE 


II Al Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 1 


Studio Haig 

professional quality 4n 
1 hour service 
Develop your coteur Hm 

at our stop and get: 

* JUMBO photo she 

30% larger. - 

• Free enlargement 
20x30cm. 


Shmelsani- Opposite 

Grindfays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Qwgifieh Tel: 822891 





AIRPORT SERVICE CUSWM& 

ALL OCCASIONS QqJI 

TEL: 4126379 7)4 2 7 8.9 

079-77390/66271 anytime 



*One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rales 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 567455 1 

e-mail : cryitalS Ro-cornjo 


Imscdi 
SB'r /(Avclnj 

"rf' >’• 

l niqiu c/osigns... 
for ( niqitc- p< <>pt< 

Um Tel ' 5511120 

Downtown Tel.: 4655817 
www. ; it see n . co m 


TO 

PyiRTISE IN THIS 
gprfON CALL 

56841 

311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 



Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNflBEL 





FRIENDS OF BANI 
HAMIDA WOMEN'S 
WEAVING PROJECTS 

Sani Ham id a Weavings 
can be found at 
The Jordan River Showroom 
. Rug* . Cushions 
. Wallhanglngs . Runners 

Open daily from 8:00 till 7:00 
(Fridays & official holidays 
from 10:00 till 7:00) 

Jabal Amman. 

1st Circle, off Rainbow St. 
Tel.: 4613081 Fax: 4613083 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


Fax: 5693337 


Vienna Cafe 

No time for a break) 
Order, take away by phone. 


ifw Trinity 4©sfc 


strategically located 

my:;. 



“Now you can rent 
or buy offices 
with long-term financing* 


&MSWATD CENTER 


For farther information Tel. 4645324/5, Fax 4645326 









io Sports 


Broncos and Vikings 
remain unbeaten 


DENVER (AFP) — Terrell Davis rose even 
higher in the ranks of the r unnin g back elite 
and Jason Elam wrote his name in the 
record books Sunday as Super Bowl cham- 
pion Denver remained undefeated in the 
National Football League. 

Davis became just the third running back 
in NFL history to rush for LOGO yards in the 
first seven games of a- season. Elam 
matched Tom Dempsey’s NFL record with 
a 63-yard field goal as the Broncos defeat- 
ed the Jacksonville Jaguars 37-24 in a battle 
of AFC division leaders. 

In Detroit, the Minnesota Vikings 
remained the NFC's lone unbeaten team, 
outscoring the Detroit Lions 24-0 in the 
second half en route to a 34-13 victory'. 

Both teams took their records to 7-0. 

The Broncos* offence continued its sea- 
son-long roll while the defence sacked 
Jaguars quarterback Mark Brunell seven 
times. Dans rushed for 136 yards and three 
touchdowns and caught five passes for 76 
yards. 

Davis joined Hall of Famers OJ. Simpson 
and Jim Brown as the only players ever ro 
Tecord 1 .000 yards in the first seven games 
of the season. Davis reached the milestone 
just prior to the two-minute warning in sec- 
ond half, breaking up the middle for a four- 
yard gain. 

Last year's Super Bowl Most Valuable 
Player, who rushed for 184 yards and two 
touchdowns in a playoff victory over the 
Jaguars last season, became the first run- 
ning back to crack the 100-yard rushing 
barrier against Jacksonville in 18 regular- 
season games — the longest current streak 
in the NFL. i 

Elam also put his name in the record 
book. With the Broncos ahead 24-10. Elam 
lined up his attempt on the final play of the 
half. Despite a slight slip as he kicked the 
ball. Elam split the uprights about five feet 
above the crossbar. 

It was Denver’s 20lh straight win at home. 
Counting last year's playoff run. Denver has 
won 12 straight overall. 


The Vikings continued their best start 
since 1975. when they won their first 10 
games, and kept a stranglehold on the 
NFC’s best record. 

They are one game better than the San 
Francisco 49ers. who recorded their 16th 
straight victory over the Rams, 2S-10, at St. 
Louis. 

The Green Bay Packers, who broke a two- 
game losing streak with a 28-10 victory 
over the Baltimore Ravens, are a further 
game back. 

“We don’t think about it too much.” 
Vikings veteran receiver Cris Carter said of 
their unblemished record. “Every game is 
another obstacle. We don't sit around and 
talk about it." 

Detroit led 13-10 at halftime, but Gary 
Anderson kicked his 400th career field 
goal, Randall Cunningham threw a 10-yard 
touchdown pass to Carter and Robert Smith 
sprinted 57 yards for another score in a 17- 
point third quarter. 

Cunningham completed 17-of-30 passes 
for 190 yards, two TDs and two intercep- 
tions, winning the battle of surprising quar- 
terbacks over Lions rookie Charlie Batch. 
Cunningham, a 13-year veteran who took 
over for injured starter Brad Johnson in 
Week Two, has 14 touchdowns and two 
interceptions in guiding the Vikings to six 
wins. 

In Miami, Dan Marino orchestrated the 
34th game-winning drive of his career, 
piloting the Dolphins to a 12-9 overtime 
victory over New England. 

And Doug Flutie celebrated his 36th 
birthday two days late by throwing for a 
career-high 282 yards and two touchdowns 
to lead the Buffalo Bills to a 30-14 victory 
over winless Carolina. 

In other games. New Orleans defeated 
Tampa Bay 9-3 in a matchup of the NFC’s 
two worst offenses. The New York Jets beat 
Atlanta 28-3. Chicago edged Tennessee 23- 
20. Oakland beat Cincinnati 27-10. and 
Seattle beat San Diego 27-20. 



Sydney Games to copy 
Wimbledon tennis court 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Sydney- 
Olympic planners are trying; 
to recreate the Wimbledon’ 
feel for their own tennis 
tournament. 

The centre court for the 
2000 Olympics has been 
modelled on the new num- 
ber one court at 
Wimbledon. Olympic Co- 
Ordination Authority' 
(OCA) Director Mike 
Grealy said Monday. 

“But it won’t be grass,” he 
added. 

The OCA. the body 
responsible for Olympic 
venue construction, hopes 


to start work on the A$32 
million (519 milli on) 16- 
court venue at Homebush 
Bay by the end of the year. 
Its first tournament — the 
World Youth Cup — will be 
held next September. 

Richard Rees, who helped 
design Wimbledon's num- 
ber one court, was also 
involved in the design of the 
■ Olympic Stadium court 
which will seat 11,000 and 
cost AS25 million ($15 mil- 
lion!. Eighty per cent of 
fans will be under cover. 

State-of-the art air condi- 
tioning — through tunnel 


vents across the Rebound 
Ace surface — will keep 
players cool in case of 
severe heat, as sometimes 
hits Melbourne for the 
Australian Open. 

Former triple Wimbledon 
champion JohD Newcombe. 
a consultant with the 
Sydney Organising 

Committee for the 
Olympics, said fans would 
be closer than at any court 
in Australia. 

‘The Olympic Games sta- 
dium will build its own tra- 
dition,” he said. 
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Agassi 5th in latest 
ATP rankings 



PARIS (AFP) — ATP rankings released on Monday: 


1. Pete Sampras (USA) 

2. Marcelo Rios (Chi) 

3. Patrick Rafter (Aus) 

4. Carlos Moya (Spa) 

5. Andre Agassi (USA) 

6. Alex Correqa (Spa) 

7. Karol Kucera (Svq) 

8- Yevgeni Kafelnikov (Rus) 

9. Tim Henman (Gbr) 

10. Petr Korda (Czej 

1 1. Richard Krajicek (Ned) 

12. Jonas Bjorkman (Swe) 

13. Greg Rusedski (Gbr) 

14. Goran Ivanisevic (Cro) 

15. Jan Siemerink (Ned) 

16. Albert Costa (Spa) 

17. Cedric Pioline (Fra) 

IS. Thomas Enqvist (Swe) 

19. Mark Philippoussis (Aus) 

20. Felix Mantilla (Spa) 

21. Thomas Johansson (Swe) 

22. Alberto Berasategui (Spa) 

23. Gustavo Kuerten (Bra) 

24. Thomas Muster (Aut) 

25. Michael Chang (USA) 

26. Wayne Ferreira (Rsa) 

27. Byron Black (Zim) 

28. Todd Martin (USA) 

29. Francisco Clavet (Spa) 

30. Nicolas Escude (Fra) 


4344pts 

3651 

3489 

2959 

2867 

2832 

2620 

2463 

2452 

2327 

2124 

1970 

1SS6 

1877 

1837 

1823 

1736 

I69S 

1610 

1593 

1572 

1537 

1479 

1454 

1302 

1279 

1254 

1242 

1150 

1117 



.Andre Agassi of the United States holds the crystal cup after his victory at the Czech 
Indoor Tennis Tournament. The World No. 6 Agassi defeated Slovakia’s Jan Kroslak 
in 6-2, 3-6 and 6-3 in the final and pocketed $137,000 of prize money (AFP photo) 


McEnroe 


prettier 
picture in 
women’s 
game 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Men’s tennis faces a major 
challenge to try to stay 
ahead of the women’s 
game in popularity, accord- 
ing to triple Wimbledon 
champion John McEnroe. 

The men’s game is in 
danger of losing more fans 
as the women attracr 
increasing interest, he said . 
Sunday after winning the 
Champions senior tourna- 
ment at Melbourne Park 
where he defeated South 
Afri can-bom Johan Kriek 
7-5, 6-3 for his second title 
in succession. 

“There is more interest in 
-the personalities and rival- 
ries in a sense with the 
women and you've got to 
give them credit for that,” 
McEnroe said. 

“You have the Williams 
sisters, who are cocky. 
Martina Hingis, Steffi Graf 
trying to come back and, of 
course, Anna Koumikova. 

“They are at least going 
out there and laying it on 
the line and saying, ‘I'm 
the best’ 

“There are more stories 
there and the guys are 
going to have to get it 
together. I’d look at it as a 
challenge.” 

The 39-year-old 

American maintains he still 
wants to play Davis Cup 
doubles for the USA and 
perhaps doubles at the 
2000 Sydney Olympics. 

He said U.S. Davis Cup 
captain Tom Gullikson 
knows of his offer but 
added: “It's clear he has 
another agenda.” 



Ravanelli 

before 

drugs 

judge 


World No. I Martina Hingis 


TURIN (AFP.) — 
Olympique Marseille strik- 
er Fabrizio Ravanelli was 
questioned by a judge here 
on Monday as part of a 
continuing inquiry into 
doping iti Italian soccer. 

- Ravanelli is the Jatest in a 
long list of current and for- 
mer Juventus players inter- 
viewed by State Prosecutor 
Raffaele Guarmiello as part 
of his investigation into 
substances given to foot- 
ballers here. 

Ravanelli played for 
Juventus from 1992 to 
1996 before joining 
Middlesbrough in the. 
English Premiership after 
winning the European Cup. 

Guarmiello is particular- 
ly interested in the effects 
of creatine, the naturally- 
occurring aminoacid which 
can be legally taken by ath- 
letes in concentrated form 



to improve muscle perfor- 


mance. 

a 

The Marseille striker told 

■ 

the judge he had taken 

•31; -V 

between 6-8 grammes of 


creatine a day but had 

h.! 

stopped when he realised 


that he had put on an extra 


two kilos in weight in three 

-'iC..;. , 

weeks, ANSA news agency 

r 

said 

p \\ I "* 7 

Ravanelli, whose experi- 


ence with creatine was 

; r5 j h 

identical to that of former 


Juventus and Crystal 

Palace striker Michele . 

t 


Padovano, said he had not 
taken it since leaving Italy. 

Guarmiello opened his 
inquiry last August affer 
insinuations by AS Roma 


coach Zdenek Zeman that?:; J 
current and former ■? i 


Foremr No. 1 Steffi Graf 


Juventus idols Alessandro ,4 
Del Piero and Gianluca- VJ 
Viaili had used drugs to-;'”’ 
build up their muscles. - V; 



PHQACHMAT 


PHILADELPHIA T 


PLAZA 


CINEMA TEL-5677420 

CONCORD 


TEL- 59347 


GALLERIA I 


GALLERIA2 


Hisiwm Yam. Iterae- 


HI: 4615155 




Nathan Lane & 
Lee Evans .. in 


George Clooney & 
Nicole Kidman .. in 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 


MOUSE HUNT 


THE PEACE MAKER 


SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY i 


Michael Douglas & Sean Penn .. in 

THE GAME 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15.10:30 


ABDOUN 

Hini-. cns. com. ja/Gcdleria 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com. jo/Galleria 


t 
*. 

i 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi in 


Shows: 12:30.3:30,6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30,6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30. 10:30 


Robert Redfcrd .. in 

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30, 5:30 only 


SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 


SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 


Ward) our pm 
rhe new play 


Shows: 3:30, 6:30, S:30, 10:30 


Shows: 3:30,6:15, 8:15, 10:30 


■ i i i ■■ ■ i . — — — — ■— — — — ■ 

Listings for films and times as recieved by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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I and Juve playing catch-up 


-iu-r his 




before 

drugs 

judge 




(AFP) — 
champions 
Madrid and 
the side they 
last May’s 
,'harijpions Cup final, 
jth have to play catch- 
up in their domestic 
leagues as they chase 
pacesetters Mallorca 
id Fiorentina follow- 
ing this weekend’s 
action. 

Italian Champions 
fyuventus had World Cup 
isw j F.f p . „ j .. ®fctstar Zinedine Zidane 
sl "' a W»'skMnd Dutchman Edgar 
-• i/rmnoei lilp^Davids sent off but still 
beat rivals Inter Milan 
‘1-0 in a controversial 
D „SerieAcIash in Turin on 

ndVanPiSunday night, 

U|,Clt Alessandro Del Piero 
netting a late winner on 
the - rebound from a 
missed penalty. 

But Fiorentina still 
lead the way with a two- 
point advantage 'after 
trouncing Salemitana 4- 
3, Brazilian striker 
Edmando their' star man 
with two goals. Deadly 
Argentinian striker part- 
ner Gabriel Batistuta 
• - V-d: -likewise hit a brace. 

.■ AC Milan are third 

after just edging Roma 
v - . ‘ . -i 3-2 in a thriller thanks to 
... ” ^.George We ah’s winner. 
!^,But neighbours Inter 

• •*_ 1 i^face a tough period of 
self-examination as 

• ‘ • • "Sunday’s loss at Juve 

- : ' ^ followed a 5-3 home 

• v-zr -defeat to Lazio and 
- _■ -- ^dropped them to sixth. 

Racing Santander 
thwarted Real Madrid’s 
. hopes of moving back to 

". ■ the top in Spain by hold- 

' - r Xing their illustrious 
.... .. ;opponents to a 2-2 draw 

. v ' .* : at the Bemabeu stadium. 

’ An injury-time 

- ’ ' ; L ,';^;equaliser by Pedro 
' ■ “ ‘SMunitis Alvarez gave 

•' '.'rSamander, who earlier 
. - 'led, an unexpected pdint 

. •- '‘and allowed Mallorca to 
r ~\edge a point clear after 
‘‘ - Canary islanders 

; •..^■swamped Atletico 
• ... ■o.^FMadrid 4-0. 

Mallorca, whose goals 
: ..rircame from Yugoslav 

’7 -i-Veljko Paunovic in the 
"7 , -jif-first half and Bisan 
V v Lauren, a .Jovan 

•: ■ T^Stankovic penalty and 
‘‘'.^.Francisco Soler in the 
. . .^econd, now lead with 

15 points from their 
‘ seven matches. 

■ " ^ Real have 14, one 

ahead of both Celta 


Yjgo, 2-0 winners 
Saturday over Zaragoza, 
and Barcelona, who won 
their local derby at 
Hspanyol2-l. 

Bayern Munich are 
looking unassailable in 
the German Bundesliga 
after crushing reigning 
champions Kaiserslau- 
tern 4-0 on Saturday at 
a sold-out Olympic sta- 
dium. 

Brazilian striker 
Ciovane Elber was the 
star with goals in the 
52nd and 56th 


minutes, point 


Sochaux 4-0 at (he Stade 
Velodrome on Saturday 
with two goals each lor 
Italian striker Fabrizio 
Ravanelli and Tili 
Camara. 

But Lusiandcs ensured 
that the joy of the 1993 
European ‘Cup champi- 
ons was short-lived by 
heading Bordeaux inlo*a 
26th-minute lead and 
then driving home a 
right-loot shot for the 
second goal right at the 
death to restore a one- 
lead after ten 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 




while he also set up the 
other two for Mario 
Busier and Iranian inter- 
national Ali Daei. 

The Bavarians' victory 
made up for last season 
when they lost out to 
Lautern in the title race 
— and also lost both 
their games to Otto 
Rehhagel’s men. 

Defeat dropped 
Kaiserslautern three 
places to 10th and they 
are not expecting a 
recovery until they get 
injured stars "Olaf 
Marschall. Ratinho, 
Michael Schjoenberg, 
Martin Wagner and 
Andreas Buck back from 
injury. 

Bayern now lead the 
table with 25 points, 
five ahead of city rivals 
1860 Munich, who drew 
1-1 against Leverkusen 
on Sunday. 

Bayer Leverkusen con- 
trolled the game and 
went ahead after seven 
minutes when German 
international Ulf Kirsten 
converted a penalty, 
awarded for handball. 

Harald Cerny set up 
Bernd Hobsch for a late 
equaliser to rescue a 
point. 

The race for 
French title is a 
two-horse race 
Bordeaux getting 
noses back in 
Sunday after two 


matches. 

It was Bordeaux's 
sixth straight home win 
at their Parc Lescure. 

In Sunday’s other 
game, reigning champi- 
ons Lens slumped 1-0 at 
Montpellier, Maoulida 
scoring in the 57th 
minute to leave Lens 
struggling in 11th plaee 
after just three wins. 

Metz bagged their first 
win of inc campaign, 
beating Monaco 1-0 
with a first-half Bruno 
Rodriguez penalty. 

That allowed Rennes 
to leapfrog Monaco by 
defeating Lorient 1-0. 
Burundi striker Shabuni 
Nonda on target in the 
first half. Auxcrre beat 
Lyon 1-0 to climb to 
fourth with Steve Marlet 
scoring. 

Paris Saint Germain, 
who had Francis Llacer 
sent off for a second yel- 
low card, are still stuck 
in mid-table despite hir- 
ing Portuguese coach 
Artur Jorge after a goal- 
less draw in Names. 


Hong Kong 

champion 

jockey 

to ride in 

Melbourne 

Cup 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 

Hong Kong's top jockey Baal 
Marcus has heat booked for 
his fust ride itn The Hind in 
next week's AS2.8 million 
($1.68 million) Melbourne 
Cup. 

The South African rider, 
stable jockey tor David 
Hayes, will team with the 
Adelaide Cup winner pre- 
pared by Hayes* elder brother 
Peter. 

Peter Hayes was gmng to 
miss die Melbourne Cup alter 
four-year-old The Hind failed 
in the Caulfield Cup two 
weeks ago, but he revised his 
plans after strung gallops. 

The 3.200 me lie (two- mi lei 
Melbourne Cup next Tuesday 
at FIcmioglon will be the 
biggest international ride for 
Marcus who lias been six- 
times Hong Kong's leading 
jockey. 

“1 didn’t know whai 1 would 
he finding with him after his 
Caulfield Cup run,'* Hayes 
said. “But as the week has 
gone. I’ve been more and 
more impressed with him. 

“He has dune extra well and 
yesterday in his most serious 
gallop since like Caulfield Cup 
his work was excellent with- 
out making time. 

'Tin quite confident tile 
horse is fine and that his 
Caulfield Cup run was an 
aberration. 

“I'm optimistic that he is on 
line for the Melbourne Cup." 

Highly-rated New Zealand 
stayer Chatham has recovered 
from an injured foreleg and 
will make a last ditch bid to 
qualify for the Melbourne 
Cup. 

The six-year-old pulled up 
sure after powering home fbr 
a luckless eighth in last 
Wednesday’s Geelong Cup. 

But according to trainer Sue 
Walsh he is back on track for 
the cup. 

Walsh said nice jockey Noel 
Harris, wlw returned to New 
Zealand after riding Chatham 
in the Geelong Cup, would 
again partner the horse in the 
2^00- metre SAAB Quality at 
Flemington on Saturday 
when he must finish in the 
first twu to qualify for the 
Melbourne Cup. 

“He's still on track." Walsh 
said. 

Chatham, renowned for his 
big finishes has won nine of 
19 starts and is 33-1 in early 
betting for the Melbourne 
Cup. 

English entry Faithful Son, 
from Sbeikh Mohammed Al 
Makioum’s Godolphin sta- 
bles. is the early favourite at 
5-1. 


the 

clear 

with 

their 

front 

souls 


from Lilian Laslandes 
saw off promoted Nancy 
2 - 0 . 

Marseille had briefly 
taken over as leaders 
after crushing struggling 



>rr& (L) ot Atletico de E5 

om Argentinian Biagun of gitgar stadl . 

ttnish League soccer match at tne « 

» in mTL, m.IIak* WOD 4-0 (AFP P ntnu ' 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAfl SMAflfF 
I, TANNAH H1RSCH 

Cl wa TMW« U*M Kmc** Mr. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - Holh vulrHTuhk', ni S-iuih 
yim hiild. 

*10 i’AJl *AKJ 10872 

Puruier open* the bidding with «no 
diamond. Whnt do you respond? 

A - White- your Mipfwi for part- 
ners suit minimal i North might 
have only a thro*- or Tour- rant Mill :l, 
yuur dull r.uil is wlf-suflirirnl. Tell 
partner ih«- happy news by jumping 
to three clubs, planning i«j rebid uie 
suit at your ncsl turn unless part- 
ner rebidr. three nu trump. 

Q. 2 ■ Ruth vulnerable, OS South 
you hold: 

*KQ7 SSI 1074 OAQJ&fi *Void 
Your nchi-hnnd opponent opens 
the bidding with a weak two-lad in 
heurto. What iKlmfi du yuu lake' 1 

A - While you nuivl> would like W 
get mto the auction, what would 
you propose lu do Ihnt Aks n»A run 
ii Brave nek of geUJng your dido 
into nennus irimble? I’ush, nnd hope 
that ptiruwr con rwpm the bid- 
ding. 

Q. 3 . Both vulnerable, its South 
you h.dd 

oAKQA -.'Kioata *08 *52 
Thi- bidding l«“ pnewdod- 


WEST 
Pass 
Puss 
2* 


NORTH 
P»*» 

2*' 

Pass 


EAST 

1NT 

rasa 

Poam 


SOUTH 

2 ** 

Pass 

7 


-tukeiuil for the majors 
Wliat action do you take? 

A ■ Tn double is pul of tliu ipiiriiiun 
— yuu don't even have u good dou- 
ble of four upndea. It is amply m 
question or whether you shunld 
cnnipete further ur ptufl. Since part 
ner could hnirc hid ngnin hut 
spurned the opportunity. uUor U«! 
must misused wnnl ill bridge — 
puss 

Q.4 - AnSoulh.vulnerTihli-.yuu 

hold 


aA J 8 7 7AK3 0978 *AJ« 
Partner upend the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

A - This is almost a textbook hand. 
.With 16-18 point*, a perfectly hal- 
anced hand and two of the unhid 
[duita stopped, jump to three no 
trump. The only fly in the ointment 
id the tack of a diamond stopper, 
but vre would bet dollars to dough- 
nuts that puruier has that suit well 
under control. Five-card majors 
have no h>.'uringuii this answer 
(since purlni-r lias the option lo cw- 

C n to hearts with an unbalanced 
nd. 

JQ. S • R»Ah vulnerable, at South 
(you hold 

|aK84 ?K7 OAJ0 «J 10852 

The hiddirig low proceeded. 

WEST NUHTU EAST SOUTH 
Pass I NT Pass T 
What dn you Wd now? 

A - With only 12 points there id nu 
refinun why you should think that 
your wi-uk live-eard minor is the 
stuff for alum, even if partner in 
muximum. I kjn't ownplicau- the 
auciinn. Jump to three nu trump. 

Q, 6- As 5eiuih vulnerable, you 
hold- 

avoid :.i io a a a cgjds *aioi *7 

Tlie biJiliith* low proceeded. 

NpKTfl EAST SOUTH WTiaT 
1* Pads IT Pad* 
Paw ? 

Who l dn vuu Ind ruiw’ 

A - The rli'iihle fit puis this hand 
in gumr irmtiiry an long us there in 
nuL too much wnstage in upodi-a and 
North has working valued. An ude- 
i quiilc trump fit 4 known ta i>>isi. 
The way to trot the wntrra in (w bid 
threo dubs now. We du not know 
nnviim- who dot* not play this 
'n-ijui , nti* ns a 'ini-niuiid funv. 


Coulthard backing Hakkinen 
for Formula 1 world title 


MILAN (AFP) — David 
Couilh&rd claims Ferrari 
have no real chance of beat- 
ing McLaren teammate 
Mika Hakkinen to the world 
fide in Japan on Sunday. 

Hakkinen lend* Michael 
Schumacher by four points 

S imo the final race in 
La. Schumacher needs 
to win and hope that either 
teammate Eddie Irvine or 
another driver stops the 
Finn from finishing second. 

Both learns have mean- 
while been working fiat out 
for weeks to try and gain a 
few tenths of a second in 
(heir bid for Formula One 
glory. 

“The rcuily interesting 
thing about Sazuka on 
Sunday will be to compare 
the progress we’ve made 
with whul Ferrari have man- 
aged,” Coulthard said. "I'm 
curious to see who has done 
bener. 

“Bui 1 diink Mika is going 
to be fine. The world title is 
every driver's ambition, and 
you win it by making fewer 
mistakes than all (he others. 

“Mika has worked hard, 
has made few mistakes and 
has always been top of die 
standings." 

Coulthard's confidence 
has also been boosted by 
McLarcn’s recent tests in 
Barcelona. 

“We did very well," he 
said. “The new tyres we 
chose for Suzuka are really 
incredible. We've made 
more progress with them 
alone than with all (he other 
improvements we’ve made 
this season.” 

Dismissing Ferrari 's cur- 
rent enthusiasm, he said: “I 
don't see how Ferrari could 
be more competitive than 
they were a month ago. 
There's no reason to think 
they will be faster than us. 

“I just don’t see how they 
could have improved so 



Finnish Formula One driver Mika Hakkinen from the McLaren waves to reporters 
as he appears at a news conference at a Tokyo hotel October 26, ahead of the Japanese 
Fl Grand Prix at the Suzuka circuit which will be held on November 1. In the dri- 
ver’s world championship, Hakkinen’s 90 points put him only four points ahead of 
season-long challenger Michael Schumacher of Germany (Reuters photo) 


much in such a short time 
and think they can put two 
men in front of us.” 

And the Scot insisted: 
“We’ve got the best car. We 
adapred to die new tyres 


better right from the very 
first race and since the last 
Grand Prix we’ve been 
focussing all our technical 
resonga&M«pL a car which 
■was alreadv~perfect. 


“If Ferrari have closed the 
gap or overtaken us, then 
we will found out on 
Friday,” he told the 
Gazzetta dello Sport. “But 1 
would be very surprised.” 


Troubled Gascoigne eyes early return 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Troubled England midfielder 
Paul Gascoigne could be in 
line for a surprise return to the 
English Premiership this 
Sunday, barely three weeks 
after seeking hospital treat- 
ment for stress, depression and 
alcohol-related problems. 

The 3 1 -year-old 

Middlesbrough midfielder 
look pan in a news conference 
on Monday with manager 
Bryan Robson in his first pub- 
lic appearance since being vol- 
untarily admitted to the 
Matchwood Priory Hospital in 
Hampshire. 

Asked when Gascoigne 
might be fit ro play again, 
Robson said: “I'll gauge him 
in naming this week. He’s not 
in contention lor lihe League 
Cup match at home to Everton 


on) Wednesday but Sunday's a 
possibility.” 

Boro face Nottingham 
Fbrest at the Riverside in a live 
televised match on Sunday. 

Gascoigne, once the key cre- 
ative player in the England 
ream, decided to seek medical 
advice after a catalogue of per- 
sonal setbacks including his 
omission from Glenn 
Hoddle’s World Cup squad, 
divorce from his wife Sheiyl 
and the death of aclose friend. 

The player, who many 
expected to miss at least six 
weeks of action, told a packed 
news conference: “I have 
derided to stop drinking — it 
is important to keep off the 
drink. 

“I am feeling good, I have 
kept my fitness up and looking 
forward to cetiinc hack on the 


port 

“1 have missed footbalL The 
support from everybody has 
been tremendous. I have had 
support from a lot of personal- 
ities. 

“It hasn’t been too difficult a 
rime. It was in my best inter- 
ests that I got away and sorted 
things out. 

“It wasn’t just the drinking, 
it w-as everything. The papers 
were full of me. 1 just kepi 
thinking ‘why?’" 

Robson said: “Wi felt it was 
important for Paul to hold a 
press conference as soon as 
possible. We have had consul- 
tation with the hospitaL 
Everybody came to the deri- 
sion that it was best for Paul 


and Jus treatment to come 
back to the club, do his train- 
ing and go back to hospital a 
couple of days a week. 

"The medical people are 
delighted with the intense 
work he put in. They said he 
was an excellent patient. It is 
an on-going treatment. He 
knows be has to work hard at 
that treatment-” 

Robson added: “1 know Paul 
has been training at 7am and 
11p.m. He has been keeping in 
training while he has been in 
hospital. His fitness levels are 
good. 

“I will give him time to get 
back. I want Paul to concen- 
trate on his football and enjoy 
it.” 



FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

MODERN SECOND FLOOR APARTMENT 
m Shmelsani opposite to Philadelphia Flowers. Consists of 3 bed- 
rooms, salon, living room, dining room, 2 bathrooms, kitchen, 
glassed balcony, wall to wall carpet, separate heating, telephone 
and intercom. 

Please call 5662862 


RadissonJOT 

1F.SOIIT * O A B A 

The difference is genuine. 




%0 


Per double room, per night all 
ind. on Bed & Breakfast 
basis. Whether you want to stay active or 
simply unwind, our comfortable guest room 
and resort facilities are there for you and 
your famifyl We will gladly treat" you with 
our Super Breakfast buffet, and up to 2 
children under 1 2 stay free in your room. 
Minimum 2 night stay and advance direct 
bookings required. 

Offer valid until 21 December 1998 on 
Wed/Thu/Fri/Sat for Jordanian citizens 
and local residents only. 


KINGS BOULEVARD -RO. BOX 215 ■ AQABA 77110 - JORDAN 
For reservations call 03 2012426 


BASEMENT UNFURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, living room, one bathroom, large 
kitchen and telephone. 

Location: Opposite to Philadelphia Flowers in Shmeisani. 

Please cal! 5662862 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
LOCATED IN SHMEISANI 
First floor. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 living 
rooms, dining room, sitting room, kitchen, garage, central 

heating and telephone. 

For more Information please call Mobile: 079/587778 
from 16:00 - 22:00 HRS 


WELL-FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A ground floor, well-furnished apartment consisting of: 

3 bedrooms, one of which Is master. 

3 bathrooms. 

Salon, dining room, and sitting room. 

Large kitchen with oak wood cupboards, and full 
set of new electrical equipments. 

Maid room. 

Separate two entrances. 

Private separate storage room in the basement 
Planted garden. 

Garage for 2 cars. 

Telephone. 

{This apartment is located in Umm Uthelna} 
Annual Rent: JD9.000 

If interested, kindly call Tel.: 079-532810 
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Israel says no Jewish 


settler limits in deal 


TEL AW (R> — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu said on Monday 
Israel made no promises to 
freeze Jewish settlement in 
the West Bank during a nine- 
day U.S. peace summit with 
the Palestinians. 

He told Israel’s Army Radio 
he was sticking to a policy of 
building for Jews in occupied 
Jerusalem and areas adjacent 
to existing West Bank Jewish 
settlements. 

“We are building through- 
out the Land of Israel and also 
in occupied Jerusalem." 
Netanyahu said in the face of 
a more than vear-old U.S. 
appeal for a “time-out" on 
Jewish settlements and simi- 
lar actions Washington terms 
unilateral. 

Netanyahu said he expected 
to win cabinet support for the 
land-for-peace deal he signed 
on Friday and later in Israel's 
parliament (see page 1 
story’)- Under the accord, 
Israel will give Palestinians 
13 per cent more of the West 
Bank in re aim for security 


guarantees. 


Jewish settlers, who stake a 
biblical claim to the Land of 
Israel that includes the occu- 
pied West Bank territory cap- 
tured in the 1967 Middle East 
war, have termed the agree- 
ment a disaster. 

But Netanyahu insisted be 
remained loyal to the more 
than 160.000 Jews who live 
in the settlements scattered 
among the more than 15 mil- 
lion Palestinians of the West 
Bank, 

Israel's housing ministry 
said 12.000 apartments for 
Jews had been built over the 
last two years in areas Israel 
captured in 1967 — 90 per 
cent of the units in and around 
occupied Jerusalem. Of the 
overall total 80 per cent had 
been sold, it said 

The radio interviewer asked 
Netanyahu if he had promised 
at the Wye Plantation Middle 
East summit not to build new 
settlements, not to confiscate 
land except for settler bypass 
roads, and not to demolish 
l.SOO Palestinian homes. 

'There are no agreements. 
What I have always said pub- 


licly — there is nothing secret 
here — I always said we are 
building in existing settle- 
ments. we buiid generally 
adjacent [to settlements] on 
vacant land," he said 

This, he said was to accom- 
modate natural growth. 

The radio said Netanyahu 
planned to publish tenders 
soon for building on Har 
Homa settlement at the edge 
of Arab east Jerusalem. 
Groundbreaking on the settle- 
ment in March 1997, on a hill 
known as Jabal Abu Ghnetm. 
plunged peace talks into a cri- 
sis that ended only with 
Friday’s interim peace 
accord. 

"I haven’t set a date.’’ 
Netanyahu said of the report 
about Har Homa. T said- 
homes would be built on Har 
Homa by the year 2000 and 
that will happen,” he said 

Netanyahu said that under 
existing Oslo peace deals 
there were no limits on Israeli 
construction in Arab east 
Jerusalem or the rest of the 
occupied West Bank. 



Palestinian women pass right-wing Israelis who gathered near the residence of Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu on Monday to protest his handling of the recently signed peace agreement with the Palestinians and 
against Netanyahu as prime minister. The right-wing group called ‘Women In Green' staged the protest against 
Netanyahu's agreement to hand over to the Palestinian National Authority 13 per cent of West Bank land in 
exchange for tougher security measures by the Palestinian side (Reuters photo) 


Palestinian opposition warns Wye accord sows seeds of civil war 


GAZA CITY (.AFP) — Six 
Palestinian groups opposed 
to the peace process with 
Israel warned on Monday 
that the Wye River land-for- 
peace accord would sow the 
seeds of civil war in 
Palestinian society. 

The six parties said the 
Wye agreement “represents 
a dangerous plot by 
Washington and Israel 
designed to destroy the 
energies of the Palestinian 
people and to cultivate civil 
war.” 

“It represents a serious 
and significant retreat in a 
series of retreats,” they 
added. 

Under the Wye River 
land-for-peace accord, the 
Palestinian . National 
Authority’ (PNA) guaran- 
teed to crack down on anti- 
Israeli activists, in return 
for an Israeli withdrawal 
from a further 13 per cent 
of the West Bank. 


The deal calls for the fight 
against violence to be com- 
prehensive, dealing with 
“terrorists, the terror sup- 
port structure and the envi- 
ronment conducive to the 
support of terror.” 

“(The agreement] puts the 
future of the Palestinian 
cause in the hands of the 
United States where the 
main object is to tie the 
Palestinian side to the inter- 
ests and security of Israel 
and its settlers and settle- 
ments," the statement said. 

In addition, Palestinian 
compliance with the securi- 
ty clamp-down will be 
monitored by the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA). 

In a separate statement 
issued in Damascus, the 
DFLP urged Arafat to reject 
the security conditions and 
to ban the CIA from the 
Palestinian territories. 

"We call on the 

Palestinian National 


Authority to reject the 
Israeli security conditions, 
to prevent the eruption of 
internal Palestinian wars 
which are sought after by 
the Israeli rightwing.” it 
said. 

The DFLP also demanded 
the immediate release of all 
Palestinian prisoners held 
in Israeli jails, to stop the 
crackdown on opponents, 
and to disarm Jewish set- 
tlers in the self-rule areas. 

The announcement was 
signed by a mix of secular 
and religious opposition 
groups: the Islamic 

Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) and its political 
arm the Islamic Salvation 
Party, Islamic Jihad, the 
Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 

(DFLP), the Arab 
Liberation Front and the 
Popular Front for the 

Liberation of Palestine 

(PFLP). 


Meanwhile in Gaza, the 
PNA announced that it will 
only target the military 
wings of Palestinian 
activist movements in any 
security crackdown, and 
not legal social and political 
groups. 

International Cooperation 
Minister NabiJ Shaath told 
reporters in Gaza Monday: 
“We will establish a clear 
distinction between politi- 
cal organisations and their 
military wings ” 

Shaath, who was involved 
in the Wye River summit 
that led to Friday's agree-, 
menu said Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
would not accept any 
infringement of human 
rights of movements acting 
within the law. 

“We will not close any 
school, clinic, university or 
mosque which is operating 
legally," he added. 


Lebanon attacks accord, signatories 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi slammed die Wye River accord 
Monday and those who signed it but 
reserved his harshest criticism for the 
Palestinians. 

“Save the peace from Israeli intentions and 
save Arab rights from the hands of some 
Arab negotiators.” he urged the 21st con- 
gress of .Arab engineers at the UNESCO 
palace in Beirut 

In an attack on the Palestinian National 
Authority, Hrawi accused the Palestinians of 
having “made the Arabs bear the weight of 
their cause for 50 years,” especially 
Lebanon, where nearly 350,000 Palestinian 
refugees have lived since the 1948 creation 
of Israel. 

“They destroyed our state, forcing us to 
work for years to rebuild it” he said m a ref- 
erence to the 1975-90 civil war. in which the 
PLO played a major role. 

But “they accept a’ 'statelet' in compensa- 
tion without concern for south Lebanon, 
invaded by Israel because of them, nor for 
the Golan, lost by Syria because of its com- 
mitment to Arab rights and dignity.” he said. 


“And now they consider [Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin] Netanyahu as their part- 
ner, the same one who refuses to give back 
the Golan or implement the spirit and text of. 
[U-N. Security Council] Resolution 425,” 
Hrawi said. 

The resolution calls for Israel’s immediate, 
unconditional withdrawal from south 
Lebanon, where it has set up a “buffer zone” 
to ward off cross-border attacks on its north- 
ern territory, originally from the Palestinians. 

“In Lebanon, we reject any type of settle- 
ment while they don’t even raise their little 
finger against the Israeli settlements built in 
the heart of their remaining territory,” he said 
of the Palestinians. 

Syria, the dominant force in Lebanon, and 
its smaller neighbour have linked their tracks 
of the peace process with Israel. Since 
Syiian-Israeli talks were broken off in 
February 1996. no progress has been made 
on the Lebanese track either. 

Syria's main demand is for the return of the 
Golan Heights, which Israel occupied in die 
1967 Middle East war. 


Syria frees 2 Jordanians 


(Continued from page 1) 


"Syrian authorities escorted 
them [from the Jordanian- 
Syrian bolder] to Damascus 
for further questioning." a 
Jordanian Contractors 

Association member said in a 
telephone interview from 
Beirut. 

The source, who asked not 
to be named, added that 
Han rash and Abu Hazim 
were allowed to join their col- 
leagues in Beirut late Sunday. 

The Jordan Times yester- 
day was unable to reach the 
two engineers personally 
because they were reportedly 
participating in one of the 
four-day conference’s activi- 
ties. 

Sources from the Islamic 
Action Front, in which 


Hantash is a member, and the 
Jordan Engineers 

Association, however, 
affirmed earlier Monday that 
they had reached the two 
engineers in the Lebanese 
capital and spoke to them. 

Hantash. Abu Hazim and 
Juneidi are all members of an 
Amman-based committee 
fighting against normalisa- 
tion of ties with Israel. 
Officials described as 
“strange” the Syrians’ behav- 
iour towards these three spe- 
cific members in the 
Jordanian delegation attend- 
ing the conference. 

Syria has long opposed 
Jordan’s 1994 peace treaty 
with Israel claiming that the 
Kingdom broke Arab ranks in 
die struggle against the 
Jewish state. 


Case of Faisali-Qadissieh 
match to be decided by 
discipline committee 


(Continued from page 1) 


The association official 
said that the referees sub- 
mitted a report to the asso- 
ciation on Monday but 
stressed that the report “did 
not mention violence.” 

A1 Faisali’s manager 
Hussein Abu Assaf said 
yesterday thal his team was 
“ready for any dialogue to 
end the deadlock. We have 
no condition but we are 
ready to discuss what hap- 
pened with the concerned 
parties.” 

The rapporteur of the 
association's referees com- 
mittee, Abdul Latif Abdul 
Majeed, said that the beat- 
ing of the referees by Al 
Faisal i fans was “not 
acceptable or justifiable.” 

An expert at the associa- 
tion said that according to 
international soccer rules, 
“any team that walks out 


from a match is considered 
a loser." 

If these rules are applied. 
Al Wihdat will steal the 
lead from Al Faisali. Al 
Wihdat now top the league 
standings with 34 points, 
one point ahead of Al 
Faisali. Al Wihdat on 
Monday beat Al Jazireh 3- 
0. 

Al Wihdat are now look- 
ing for their 5th consecutive 
Premier League tide. 

Qasim Abu Shakrah, a 
spokesman for A] 
Qadissieh, told the Jordan 
Times that his club will 
accept any decision by the 
association. 

“We are not part of the 
dispute. We played the 
game and our players did 
not interfere in what hap- 
pened. We shall abide by 
the association's decision,” 
Abu Shakrah told the 
Jordan Times. 


Dubai prepares to launch passenger ferry service to Iraq 


DLrBAI (Rl — Dubai is 
preparing to launch a pas- 
senger ferry service to 
Iraq, reviving an ancient 
travel route and giving the 
beleaguered Arab state its 
first sea link with the out- 
side world in years. 

The chairman of the 
Dubai Ports Authority, 
Sultan Ben Sulayem. told 
a news conference on 
Monday that Naif Marine 
Services, a private UAE 
company, would begin 
weekly trips from Dubai’s 
Rashid port to Llmm Qasr 
in Iraq early next month. 

“The opening of this ser- 
vice is in line with the 


United Nations regula- 
tions." Ben Sulayem said. 

He said that besides 
passengers, goods permit- 
ted under the United 
Nations’ oil-for-food deal 
would also be shipped to 
Iraq. 

The ' U.N. Security 
Council's Sanctions 
Committee approved the 
ferry link last year after an 
official request by the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). Ben Sulayem 
said. 

Iraq has been virtually 
cut off from the outside 
world since the United 
Nations imposed sanc- 


tions after the 1991 Gulf 


war. 

The UAE has been in 
the forefront of calls to 
bring Iraq back into the 
Arab fold after its isola- 
tion following its 1990 
invasion . of Kuwait. 
Dubai, the UAE’s com- 
mercial hub, has been 
preparing the groundwork 
for trade with Iraq once 
sanctions are lifted. 

With a ban on civilian 
flights in and out of Iraq, 
the only route for Iraqis 
wishing to travel abroad 
and foreigners interested 
in visiting the country is a 
1.000-kiloraetre desert 


road between Baghdad 
and Amman. 

Mohammad Ham dan Al 
Shamsi of Naif Marine 
Services said the ferry 
Jabal Ali 1 would give 
traders, tourists and offi- 
cials an opportunity to 
travel to Iraq in style. 

“This sea line is an 
extension of the ancient 
service but in a luxurious 
setting.” he said. “We 
hope to be calling on Iraq 
by the first week of 
November," Shamsi said. 

Unlike traditional wood- 
en dhows which once 
.were the only vessels car- 
rying goods between the 


Gulf states, the ferry 
would carry up to 550 
passengers in comfort. 

Ben Sulayem said the 
ferry, like other vessels, 
would be subject to scruti- 
ny by. international 
inspectors keeping track 
of Iraqi trade and deter- 
ring smugglers. 

The ferry is scheduled to 
travel to Iraq on Saturdays 
and return on Mondays. 
Its captain said the vessel 
can make the 500-mile 
journey in about 32 hours 
but the schedule includes 
four extra hours to allow 
for possible delays caused 
by inspections. 


Palestinian, Israeli killed in West Bank 


(Continued from page 1) 


A Palestinian doctor said 
Vargas, who was found lying 
face down in a pool of blood, 
dressed in running shorts and 
a T-shirt, had been shot at 
least twice in the upper body. 

His corpse was found on 
the Israeli-controlled side of 
the divided city. Hebron, holy 


to both Muslims and Jews, 
was divided under an interim 
deal done in January 1997. 

A spokesman for the 
Council of Jewish 
Settlements in Judea and 
Samaria (the West Bank) and 
Gaza said it had received 
word of Vargas’s death dur- 
ing a meeting in Jerusalem 
between the group's leaders 


and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

“(The settler leadership) 
brought the matter to the 
prime minister’s attention 
and be said be viewed it with 
great gravity and would take 
all the necessary measures to 
prevent such incidents." the 
spokesman said in a state- 
ment. 


Southern Bell Corp. quits race 
to hold 40% equity in JTC 


(Continued from page l) 


At the time, investment 
bankers and some officials 
said such terms could be dis- 
couraging to both firms as 
they prepare their final price 
bids. 

Southern Bell’s move is 
likely to fuel an already fiery 
political debate between the 
government, pushing for a 
strategic partner, on the one 
hand and Ali Shukri, the 
telecommunication compa- 
ny’s new chairman, opposed 
to such a partnership. A 
majority of lawmakers, fear- 
ing the government is relin- 


quishing state assets to for- 
eigners, also reject a strate- 
gic partner. 

The government is pushing 
for the strategic partnership 
on the grounds that it would 
allow a transfer of modem 
technology along with a busi- 
ness plan that would move it 
smoothly into the post 2002 
era when its monopoly ends. 

On Friday, the government 
successfully • concluded a 
prize deal to sell a 33 per cent 
equity stake in the blue-chip 
Jordan Cement Factories 
Company, the other jewel in 
its privatisation programme, 
to French cement giant 


Lafarge. 

The government, which 
owns 49.3 per cent of the 
country's sole cement pro- 
ducer. initialled an agreement 
with Lafarge to sell 20 mil- 
lion of its shares to the 
French firm at JD3.6 a share. 

“The government must 
understand that there is a 
window of opportunity.” said . 
an international investment 
banker. Tf you wait too long, 
it may close and potential 
investors will pack their bags 
and head for other markets.” 
he said- 


Experts confirm 
nerve gas finding 


(Continued from page 1} 


The tests have been a 
source of controversy since 
June, when a U.S. army labo- 
ratory at Aberdeen. 
Maryland, said it found traces 
of VX in II of the 46 swipes 
it analysed in May. 

Iraq accused the United 
States of faking the results 
and insisted French and Swiss 
laboratories duplicate them. 

Samples from different 
areas of a warhead dump in 
Iraq were then given to Swiss 
and French government labo- 
ratories In July. The report 
said tests from Switzerland 
proved negative as did a sec- 
ond round of U.S. tests from 
other samples. 

France, according to the 
report, found a “degradation 
product” of a nerve agent in 
one sample, which could be 
VX, or other nerve agents 
called sarin and soman. 

Bat the report also said teste 
from French and Swiss labo- 
ratories and a second round of 
American tests from samples 
taken in June and July all 
found chemicals associated 
with a decontamination com- 


pound. 

Some arms experts suggest- 
ed that this substance was 
normal while others believed 
‘ an attempt bad been made at 
some point to remove traces 
of any nerve gas. 

The "presence of certain 
non-chemical weapons relat- 
ed compounds” in the Swiss, 
Roach and second American 
samples “has no obvious 
explanation,” the report said. 

VX, a colourless liquid that 
turns into gas, needs a sta- 
biliser to keep it from degrad- 
ing. Iraqi officials say they 
were not able to stabilise VX. 
which prevents the transmis- 
sion of nerve signals, causing 
loss of muscle control, respi- 
ratory paralysis and death. 

The experts, called together 
by the UN. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM), in 
. charge of dismantling Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction, 
met at U.N. headquarters on 
Thursday and Friday. 

‘During the meeting, all 
analytical data provided by 
die three laboratories were 
again considered as conclu- 
sive and valid," the report 
said 
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Annual migration 
campaign of 
livestock in Madrid 




MADRID (R) — Theclocks 
in Spain appeared to have 
been turned back hundreds 
of years as drivers in Madrid 
found themselves tied.up not i 
by a traffic jam but by a flock 
of sheep wandering through 
the streets of the capital. 
Shepherds led some 2,000 
noisy sheep with clanking 
bells through the bean of 
Madrid in a move to draw 


attention to a ca m pai gn to 
revive the annual migration 
of livestock along Spain’s 
ancient cattle paths, some of 
which cross the capital’s 
main fooroughfares. 

Sponsored by an European 
environmental group, shep- 
herds are trying to reclaim 30 
former migration paths or 
“canadas" by the year 2001 
for recreational use. 
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Oasis star Gallagher 
'bored 9 of drugs 


LONDON (AFP) — Oasis 
guitarist and songwriter Noel 
Gallagher says he is “bored” 
with drugs now, after 
adamantly supporting the use 
of illegal substances since his 
rise to stardom. Tve calmed 
down now. I've kicked it on 
the head,” the ritar of the 
British pop band told the 
New Musical Express maga- 
zine in its Monday edition. 
Tt got too much and it's' too 
boring for me now,” he said, 
adding: “But last year and 
the year before it was men- 
tal." The hugely successful 
group has obviously decided 
to take things easy now, at 
the risk of alienating some of 
their fans. 
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Oldies strike gold 
in U.K. pop charts 


LONDON (R) — The okfies - 
of foe pop world have struck ■_ 
gold by storming into the top 
of Britain's charts in an 
unprecedented assault on 
Nineties music. American ' 

singer Cher, 52, has gene “■ 

straight to the number one riot 
with her new single “Believe" 
released 33 years after she and 
Sonny Bono topped the UK. 
charts with “l got you babe.” 
British singer Geoige 

Michael, Irish supergroup 112, 
and reformed 1980s band 
Culture Club tods: tire next 
three slots with new releases. 

It was the first time in British 
musk history that the top five ; ’ 
in the singles charts consisted 
entirely of new releases. 
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Former aircraft 


carrier to become 


pleasure palace 


BEIJING (AFP) — A cold 
war era aircraft carrier that feB 
victim to cost cutting after the 
fall of Soviet Union has been 
sold to a Chinese amusement 
park for $43.6 m3 lion, reports 
said Monday. The aircraft car- 
rier Minsk, part of the farmer 
Soviet Union's Black Sea 
naval fleet, is clocked in 
Shatian port in the southern 
Chinese city of Dongguan, the 
Uaoshen Evening News 
reported The 40,000-tonne 
craft, which now sits high hi 
the water as its weaponry aid 
motor have been removed, is 
undergoing a major refit and 
wflj be transformed into a 
pleasure palace at Shenzhen 
Water World, near to Hong 
Kong. 
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Dane takes dead 
father on last 
motorcycle ride 
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COPENHAGEN (R) — A 
Danish man bade Iris dead 
father farewell by taking his 
corpse fora motweyderideat 



for beer and a dgat 
Flemming Ptedensen,. .-’37, 
asked the staff at the hospital 
where his 86-year-old Miff 
died if he could be left alone 
with him for a while, - the 
tabloid BT reported- bn 
Monday. Pedersen dressed tbe 
rigid corpse in leather gear; 
boots, a helmet and daik art- 
glasses and walked it put of 
the hospitaL Then he strapped 
the body to the Seat -of $ 
Harley Davidson with .'elastic 
straps and drove around®#- 
ropoliian Ccpeohageu^S* 
three hours, viatn&4^ 
father’s favourite spo&£>- = 





